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PREFACE. 



In presenting the present volume to the notice 
of Friends we would observe, that it has been 
our endeavour, so to set forth the bright Chris- 
tian example which shone in the lives of the 
subjects of our Memoirs, as to stimulate their 
successors to serve the same blessed Lord 
and Master, with equal love and fervency of 
spirit. 

In perusing these sketches of individuals who 
were afterward eminently serviceable in their 
day, it will be evident to many, that there 
was a time in their religious experience, when 
their glimpses of the beauty and simplicity of 
the truth were but partial; when their hearts 
were still in measure unchanged, and they did 
not therefore fully receive the things of the 
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Spirit of God; when these things were fool- 
ishness unto them, because they are spiritually 
discerned. 

This doubtless is also the experience of 
some at this day; who, though they may 
even have possessed the advantages conferred 
by a guarded religious education in the So- 
ciety of Friends, may yet not fully apprehend 
its reasons for the adoption of all its testi- 
monies; and may therefore at times be in- 
duced to make within themselves the enquiry, 
*^What is truth: and what does truth com- 
prehend ? " 

To such, if such there be within our borders, 
the brief reply may be given, that it embraces 
a true belief in God; living faith in Christ 
His Son, our Lord and Saviour who died 
upon the cross for every man; and not only in 
all that He did for us outwardly, but in all that 
He is willing to do for each of us inwardly, 
through the operation and guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. This true and living faith, by 
the power of Divine Grace, will produce a 
real change of heart; a state of continual 
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watchfulness and prayer; an upright bearing 
of the daily cross; a willingness to follow the 
Lamb whithersoever He may lead. They who 
thus submit their souls to God, shall know of 
the doctrine of His Son; for His Spirit shall 
teach them what it is : and as obedience keeps 
pace with knowledge, they will be led forward 
step by step even into all truth, and shall 
know the truth to make them free. Firmly 
believing the written revelation of the will of 
God contained in the Holy Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testaments, such was the doc- 
trine, and in an eminent degree the blessed 
experience, into which many of the early 
Friends were led. May it be ours also, through 
faithfulness. If it were, there would be no 
unfruitfulness among us; no placing an undue 
value upon the things of this life ; no assimila- 
tion to the children of this world, either in 
conversation or in conduct: but our treasure 
being in heaven, our hearts would be there 
also, and our life would be hid with Christ in 
God. Faithful in the little we should be made 
rulers over more; until each member of the 
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body, filling his appointed place, should grow 
up into Him in all things which is the Head, 
even Christ Jesus. 

Though in the reading of the following 
Memoirs, the grounds upon which Friends 
have maintained their Christian testimonies, 
now for upwards of two centuries, may become 
more or less evident, we may here notice a 
few of the important subjects, the inconsistency 
of which with the Gospel, is not generally 
apparent to our fellow-christians of other deno- 
minations. So strong is the bias of education 
and circumstances, that many, even in the 
"reformed churches," continue in the use of 
what are termed '^ordinances," and in the 
practice of what is of a ceremonial character 
in their worship. All the Lord's children do 
not see alike as respects war, oaths, tithes, and 
other ecclesiastical imposts, which we regard as 
out of harmony with Christianity. Others do 
not expect, (and thus in a large degree de- 
prive themselves of,) the inestimable privilege 
of immediate divine guidance : and not keeping 
in view the apostolic declaration, that "they 
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who are led by the Spirit of God, they are 
the sons of God," know not fully the meaning 
of the language, " I will guide thee with mine 
eye." Stick will stand or fall to their own 
Master; let W5 remember our own responsibi- 
lities; for to whom much is given, of them 
will much be required. 

We may also briefly allude to one or two 
circumstances characteristic of the proceedings 
of the early Friends and of the times in 
which they lived, which are only incidentally 
mentioned, or otherwise but slightly touched 
upon, in the narratives included in the present 
volume. 

As respects their practice occasionally to 
enter the places of public worship belonging to 
religious professors of other persuasions and 
there to speak, it must be borne in mind that 
this was not unusual among others beside 
Friends, under the Protectorate of Cromwell, 
the time during which the majority of the 
instances left on record took place. The na- 
tional buildings for religious worship were 
then to a large extent in possession of the 
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Presbyterians and Independents; and some of 
the Friends who esteemed it to be their duty 
so to do, had been members of these very 
congregations, and continued to be subjected 
to severe pecuniary fines, and hard imprison- 
ments, for refusing to assemble with them. 
They did not, however, in general interrupt the 
ordinary course of the worship ; but almost 
invariably waited until its conclusion, and then 
asked permission before they addressed the 
audience. 

The quaiatness of the language used by 
some of them, must likewise be attributed 
in a great degree to the style of that day, 
when Old Testament Scripture phraseology, 
so remarkably pervaded the Court, the Camp, 
the Parliament, and People. Many of these 
Friends had been Puritans; and it was to be 
expected that some time would elapse, before 
they could cast aside a mode of speech which 
had become habitual. 

In conclusion we would remark, that in 
preparing the present work for the press, we 
have not desired to exalt those whose memories 
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are blessed, but to give the praise to Him 
alone, whom they so faithfully served; whose 
doctrine they adorned, even God their Saviour. 
And though in narrating facts and occurrences, 
it has been necessary sometimes to bring into 
view the temper and conduct displayed toward 
the early Friends, yet it is hoped that these 
allusions will not encourage uncharitable or 
unkind feelings in any at this day, toward 
those who may still, on various subjects, differ 
in opinion from ourselves. Priests and Magis- 
trates were, at that comparatively unenlightened 
period, too much actuated by mistaken zeal 
for compulsory uniformity in religion; were 
often very ignorant of the doctrines and spirit 
of those whom they oppressed; and were greatly 
influenced by prejudice and mis-apprehension. 
Doubtless the uncompromising integrity with 
which Friends upheld their Christian testimony 
against payments on account of the preaching 
of the Gospel, (striking as it does at a chief 
support of all established systems of church 
domination,) tended beyond their other prin- 
ciples to excite the opposition of those who 
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were interested in the maintenance of the 
practice. That, however, which has not divine 
truth for its basis, will assuredly ultimately 
fall. If the root be unsound, however stately 
the tree, it must sooner or later perish. Of 
this we may rest satisfied: but may we ever 
remember, that noble as are our Christian 
testimonies, they can never be so beneficially 
borne, as when borne in a truly Christian spirit. 
If we be called to suflfer in some small degree 
for our principles by "the spoiling of our 
goods," ought we not to esteem it an honour 
thus to contend for the cause of Christ and His 
Gospel ; knowing that if we be His children 
in truth, we have in heaven a better and more 
enduring substance? The early Friends counted 
nothing too dear to part with for His sake; 
they could freely resign all they most valued 
upon earth; year after year remain prisoners 
for the testimony of Jesus ; and amid all their 
suflferings, " sing praises in the prison-house, 
and esteem the bolts and locks put upon them 
as jewels." Such was the spirit that animated 
them ; such the grace and truth that dwelt 
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richly in them; and the same Spirit of Grace 
is equally offered to us their sticcessors. Let 
us not be found, rejecting so great a mercy. 

Sunderland, 1854. 



Note. — In the quotations and extracts from the 
Journals and Writings of the Friends, sketches of 
whose lives are here given, redundant words have 
been occasionaUy omitted and tautological expressions 
expunged; but the authors have endeavoured in all 
instances, carefully to preserve their meaning un- 
altered, deeming it to be but justice to them and to 
the opmions they advocated, to give them to the 
public with perspicuity. The dates, are also in- 
tended to be altered according to the " New," instead 
of the "Old Style." 
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GEORGE FOX. 



George Fox was the son of Christopher and 
Mary Fox, and was bom in the year 1624, at 
Drayton, Leicestershire. His parents were mem- 
bers of the Episcopal Church ; serious and pious 
persons, who were careful to cherish in their son, 
that gravity and stability of mind and spirit, by 
which in his childhood he was distinguished. 
The work of the Lord was early begun, and 
gradually carried forward in him ; even from his 
youth he avoided association with the irreligious ; 
and when he observed persons of mature age 
indulge in levity, it excited sorrow in his heart, 
and occasioned him to say within himself, 
"Surely if ever I become a man, I shall not do 
so, nor be so wanton. " 

Thus circumspect in conduct, some of his 
relations became desirous that he should be 
educated for the ministry : but the objections of 
others prevailed, and he was eventually placed 
with a person in the shoe- trade, who was also a 
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2 GEORGE FOX. 

grazier and wool-dealer. It is probable that 
George Fox was employed in each department 
of his master's concerns; considerable sums of 
money passed through his hands ; and he 
executed the business entrusted to him with 
faithfulness and diligence. Yet though he thus 
occupied himself during several years, he posses- 
sed property of his own, adequate to the supply 
of his personal wants, and which aflforded him 
means to extend relief to such as were in 
need. 

In his intercourse with the world, his 
awakened spirit was often burdened by the in- 
consistent conduct of professors of religion ; and 
when about nineteen years of age, behaviour 
of this description on the part of some of his 
associates deeply affected him. He teUs us, 
that he withdrew himself from their company, 
and passed the night in great distress ; sometimes 
mournfully pacing his chamber, then lifting up 
his heart in prayer ; when he received from the 
Spirit of Truth the instruction, " Thou seest how 
young people go together into vanity, and old 
people into the earth; thou must forsake all, 
both old and young, and be as a stranger to all." 

Therefore, in obedience to the divine requisi- 
tion, he left his relations, and broke off all famil- 
iarity with young or old ; and, relinquishing his 
business occupations, travelled to London. 
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As he journied southward, religious professors 
in various places sought his acquaintance : but he 
declined their intimacy, because he perceived 
they did not possess that which they professed. 
Meanwhile his exercises and temptations were 
great; and when he at length arrived in 
London, he found none with whom his spirit 
could have ch se fellowship. He consequently, 
after a short stay, returned into Leicestershire. 
But the hand of the Lord remained heavy upon 
him: he aj^plied in vain for advice to the 
professed ministers of religion ; he met with none 
who could afford him relief. 

The mental conflict he underwent, had gra- 
dually produced a very serious effect upon his 
health. His emaciated body, he remarks, became 
*' as it were, dried up with sorrow, grief, and 
troubles," which were so great he could have 
wished he had never been born ; or that he had 
been born blind, that he might never have seen 
wickedness nor vanity ; and deaf, that he might 
never have heard vain or wicked words, nor the 
Lord's name blasphemed. 

Thus for along season his sufferings continued. 
He often fasted, and would take his bible and 
sit in hollow trees and lonely places until night 
came on, and then walk mournfully about under 
the oppression and exercise of his soul. 

Having taken leave both of parents and 
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friends, he travelled up and down, as the Lord 
inclined his heart, a stranger in the earth. He 
seldom remained long at any place, being afraid 
both of professor and profane ; and lest he should 
be hurt by the conversation of either, he kept 
much aloof, dwelling in secret retirement of spirit 
before God, seeking heavenly wisdom. And all 
hope of help from man failed. 

But, when he seemed quite alone in the world, 
and knew not which way to turn, he tells us it 
was said to him with power, " There is one, even 
Christ Jesus, that can speak to thy condition." 
And when he heard it, his heart did leap for joy ! 
He saw that the Lord's dealings with him 
were in wisdom; designed to draw him off from 
dependence upon man, to rely wholly upon 
Christ Jesus, who alone can truly enlighten, and 
give grace, faith, and power. 

Thus George Fox remarks, "When God doth 
work, who shall let it?" His desires after the 
Lord grew stronger, and his zeal in the pure 
knowledge of God and of Christ: and although 
he had diligently "read the Scriptures, that 
spake of Christ and of God," yet he says he 
livingly knew Him not, but by revelation, as 
He who hath the key did open, and as the 
Father of Life, drew him to His Son, by His 
Spirit. Then the Lord gently led him along, 
and let him "see His love, which was endless 
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and eternal," surpassing all the knowledge men 
have in their natural state, or can get by 
history or books: and that love enabled him 
to see himself, as he was without Him. He 
was afraid of all company, and had no fellow- 
ship with any; but only with Christ who hath 
the key, and who opened the door of light and 
life to him. And he was filled with admiration 
at the infinite love of God; for he saw what 
was permitted to enter into His kingdom, what 
was to be cast out, and how, through Jesus, 
the entrance was given. 

But afterwards, questionings respecting gifts 
and prophecies arose, so that he feared he had 
sinned against the Holy Ghost; and he was 
involved in great perplexity. Yet, as he freely 
gave himself up to the Lord, in due time the 
Beloved of his soul appeared; and in His light he 
was given to comprehend that it is He, even the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who conquers this tempter, 
the Devil, and destroys his works. Then he saw 
that the temptations which had been permitted to 
assail him, were intended for his good, and for 
the trial of his faith ; and he remarks, " My 
living faith was raised ; I saw that all was done, 
and to be done by Christ, the Life, and my 
belief was in Him. When at any time my 
condition was veiled, my secret belief was stayed 
firm ; hope underneath, held me as an anchor in 
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6 GEORGE FOX. 

the bottom of the sea, and anchored my immortal 
soul in its Bishop ; causing it to swim above the 
sea, the world, where all the raging waves, foul 
weather, tempests, and temptations are." 

Again he was cast into the deeps ; and the fiery 
baptism through which it was permitted him to 
pass, produced such an effect upon his health, that 
he was apparently brought near to the grave. 
Yet amid all his conflicts, instruction was sealed 
upon his spirit : so that when in the Lord's good 
time his sorrows began to wear off", he could have 
wept night and day with tears of joy, in humility 
and brokenness of heart. For he had been 
shown "of the greatness and infiniteness of the 
love of God," beyond what words can set forth : 
yea, he had been "brought through the very 
ocean of darkness and death, and through and 
over the power of Satan, by the eternal glorious 
power of Christ." And he could say, " I have 
been in spiritual Babylon, Sodom, Egypt, and 
the Grave; but by the eternal power of God am 
come out of it, and am brought over it, into the 
power of Christ." 

It was now the end of 1648, in which year 
several meetings of Friends were gathered, 
through George Fox's instrumentality. From 
this period, his travels in the service of the 
Gospel, became extensive. 

In reference to his calling as a minister, he 
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observes, that "he was sent to turn people from 
darkness to the light, that they might receive 
Christ Jesus : to turn them to the grace of God, 
and to the truth in the heart which came by 
Jesus ; that by this grace they might be taught ; 
that by it theh* hearts might be established; their 
words seasoned; and all might know their salva- 
tion nigh." That he was commanded to bring 
people off from all ceremonial observances, 
images, crosses, holy days, traditions, stated 
prayers and singing, and forms without power; 
and that in the free Spirit of the Lord Jesus, he 
was sent forth to preach the Gospel freely ; and 
without money and without price, to dispense 
to others, that which he had himself freely 
received. 

He had not been long engaged in this great 
work, before he became the object of severe per- 
secution: an early instance of which, is that of 
his committal to Derby jail in 1650, for having 
preached at the conclusion of a religious meeting 
or lecture, at which many high professors and 
officers of the army were present. When the six 
months for which he had been, on this occasion, 
sentenced, were nearly expired, he tells us that 
a captaincy in one of the new regiments, at 
that time being levied by the Parliament, was 
offered to him by the Commissioners; and the 
soldiers cried " they would have none but him ! " 
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But he refused, saying, he knew from whence 
all war arose, even from the lusts;* and that he 
lived in the virtue of that life and power which 
takes away the occasion of war. Still the Com- 
missioners courted his acceptance of their offer. 
They said flattering things; but all was of no 
avail ; and becoming enraged, they cast him into 
the dungeon among felons ; thirty of whom were 
confined in that most noisome place, without a 
bed to lie upon. There he was kept for nearly 
half-a-year longer; but was occasionally per- 
mitted to walk in the jail garden, through the 
indulgence of his keepers. 

In the beginning of the winter of 1651-2, he 
received his discharge, and immediately recom- 
menced his ministerial labours. As he travelled 
onward, he was continually subjected to gross 
personal abuse ; being thrust out of the places of 
worship, thrown down, trampled on, beaten, and 
stoned out of the villages and towns, by the 
unruly mob. He found, however, an open door 
in Yorkshire, Lancashire, and in the northern 
counties generally. 

At Carlisle he was committed to jail, as a 
" blasphemer, heretic, and seducer : " but at the 
assize the Judges perceiving that the high 
charges on which he had been incarcerated could 
not be sustained, resolved not to bring him to 
* General Epistle of James, iv. chap. 1st verse. 
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trial, and left him at the disposal of the magis- 
trates of the city, encouraging them to exercise 
severity towards him. Whereupon, he was again 
thrust into an offensive dungeon, among moss- 
troopers, felons, murderers, and other infamous 
persons ; a place so wretched, and infested with 
vermin, that one of its inmates was almost eaten 
alive. Yet even under these discouraging circum- 
stances, George Fox's christian spirit exercised a 
powerful influence upon the prisoners, who all 
became loving and subject to him ; while some* 
of them were converted from the evil of their 
way, and embraced the truth he preached. 

After an imprisonment of many months, the 
Justices, dreading the interposition of the Parlia- 
ment, released him, as the easiest method of 
concealing their illegal conduct. He at once 
resumed his travels ; and he tells us " A great 
convincement there was (in all the northern 
counties), the plants of God grew and flourished, 
the heavenly rain descending, and God's glory 
shining upon them; so that many mouths were 
opened by the Lord to His praise; yea, to 
babes and sucklings He ordained strength : " 
for "thousands were turned to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and to His teaching." 

In the beginning of the year 1654, he was 
seized by Colonel Hacker's troopers, while he 
was attending a religious meeting at Whetstone ; 
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and after a cursory examination^ during which 
Hacker pretended to consider the meetings of 
Friends dangerous to the safety of the Common- 
wealth, he was sent a prisoner to London for the 
disposal of the Protector. 

When George Fox was introduced at Whitehall, 
Cromwell conducted himself with moderation 
and courtesy. He held a lengthened conversation 
with him on religious subjects, and several times 
acknowledged the truth of the sentiments he 
expressed. Upon the entrance of some persons 
of consideration, George Fox drew back a little, 
and was about to take his leave, when the Pro- 
tector caught him by the hand, and in a feeling 
manner said, **Come again to my house; for if 
thou and I were but an hour of a day together, 
we should be nearer one to another : " adding, 
that he wished George Fox " no more ill, than 
he did to his own soul." He at once received 
his discharge, and by Cromwell's command, was 
invited to dine with the officers of the court : but 
he decisively declined the offer. When Crom- 
well heard it, he observed, " Now I see there is 
a people risen, that I cannot win either with 
gifts, offices, or places." But George Fox says, 
he was told ^* Friends had forsaken their own, 
and were therefore not likely to look for such 
things from him." 

After holding many large and solemn meetings, 
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attended by persons of various persuasions, he 
again left the metropolis, and continued dili- 
gently to travel through various districts of 
England during the years 1654 and 1655; and 
although occasionally arrested or otherwise mis- 
used, yet the violence of the persecution to which 
himself and Friends had hitherto been obnoxious, 
was for a time considerably mitigated. 

But this comparative calm did not long con- 
tinue. Towards the close of 1655, George Fox 
was taken in Cornwall, and, along with his friend 
Edward Pyot of Bristol, sent under a military 
guard to Launceston jail ; charged with wander- 
ing about the country without a pass " under the 
notion of Quakers." There they were kept for 
many weeks, until the assize ; when, as nothing 
worthy of bonds could be adduced against them. 
Judge Glynn, at that time Chief Justice of Eng- 
land, fined them the sum of twenty marks each, 
for not uncovering their heads in court. As, 
however, to have paid such a fine, would, in the 
estimation of the prisoners, have implied an ac- 
knowledgment of guilt, they declined to do so, 
and were in consequence recommitted. 

Thus unreasonably detained, and seeing no 
prospect of an early release, they determined to 
demand free quarters, and to cease to pay the 
keeper for their board. But at this, the jailer, 
who had been a thief and was branded both on 



12 GEORGE FOX. 

the shoulder and in the hand, was exceedingly 
incensed, and in his malicious rage, thrust them 
down into a dungeon, called Doomsdale; a 
place so unwholesome, that it was said few who 
entered it, ever again came out in health. The 
accumulated mire and filth of years, covered 
the floor in some places as deep as their 
shoe-tops; and their jailer would hy no means 
suffer them to have beds nor straw to lie upon ; 
but they were compelled continually to stand, 
night and day. They were on one occasion 
nearly suffocated; and their inhuman keeper 
railed upon them " hideously."' For a long time 
he would not permit them to cleanse the den, nor 
to have any food but what was handed to them 
through the grate : and once when a young 
woman kindly brought them a little meat, he 
arrested and prosecuted her "for breaking into 
his house;" which so discouraged others that it ^ 
was with difficulty they could obtain water, or 
sustenence of any kind. 

At length the sessions being at hand they 
succeeded in getting a statement of their suffer- 
ings drawn up and presented to the court at 
Bodmin. On reading it, the magistrates directed 
that the prisoners should have liberty to clean 
the dungeon, and to purchase provisions in the 
town. A similar memorial was likewise sub- 
mitted to Cromwell, who sent down an order 
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to the governor of Pendennis Castle, to examine 
into their various causes of complaint; an enquiry 
which was of essential service. After nearly 
six months' detention, they were discharged 
in the autumn of 1656. The year following, 
the jailer who had used them thus cruelly, 
became in his turn a prisoner, and was 
reduced to beg of Friends. His violent 
dealing returned upon his own head; his suc- 
cessor in office cast him into Doomsdale; he 
was locked in irons, beaten, and at length died 
in jail. 

In 1657, George Fox visited Scotland, where 
he combated the prevailing doctrine of uncon- 
ditional election and reprobation. He taught 
that Christ died for all; was a propitiation for 
the sins of the whole world ; that He enlightens 
all by the manifestation of His Spirit: that 
therefore all who receive and obey Christ become 
elected or chosen, in Him; whilst those who 
vex, quench, and grieve the Holy Spirit, become 
reprobate, because they have rejected the grace 
of God which brought the offer of salvation to 
them. 

At Edinburgh he was examined before 
Cromwell's council, and was commanded to 
depart the nation of Scotland within a week. 
He continued, nevertheless, to labour in that city 
and neighbourhood without further molestation ; 

c 
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and on the completion of his service repaired 
to London. 

During his stay in the metropolis he was 
indefatigable in his exertions to alleviate the 
sufferings of his imprisoned friends, and in 
making application to those in power for their 
release. It was near the conclusion of these 
engagements, that he went to Hampton Court 
with the design of seeking an audience of 
Cromwell, and endeavouring to influence him 
to put a stop to persecution ; when he tells us 
that he met the Protector riding in the park 
at the head of his life-guard, and "saw and 
felt an apparition of death go forth against 
him." And when he came to him, " he looked 
like a dead man." They, however, conversed 
respecting the sufferings to which Friends were 
subjected under his rule ; and at parting, he 
invited George Fox to repair to Hampton Court 
on the morrow, and more fully explain their 
circumstances to him. He accordingly went 
the next day, but Cromwell was so ill that 
the physicians would not permit him to be seen. 
His death took place shortly afterwards. 

But neither the accession of Richard Cromwell 
to the chief magistracy of the nation, nor the 
subsequent " Restoration " of Charles II. to the 
throne, prevented the continuance of persecu- 
tion; and many hard imprisonments were still 
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George Fox's lot, as well as that of Friends. 
One of the most remarkable of these began 
in 1663, when George Fox was committed to 
Lancaster Castle on the imfounded charge of 
plotting against the Government. On that 
charge he was tried at the successive assizes 
which occurred in 1664: when he not only 
established his innocence, but signally defeated 
his opponents, and proved the indictment to be 
full of the most egregious errors. Nevertheless 
he was returned to prison, because when ten- 
dered the oaths of allegiance and supremacy he 
refused for conscience sake to swear; and the 
instructions to the jailer were, "to keep him 
close and suffer none to come at him; for he 
was not fit to be discoursed with by men." 

The rigour with which he was treated was 
excessive. Placed in a tower of Lancaster Castle, 
he was at times nearly suffocated by the smoke 
and exhalations from the rooms of the prisoners 
below, which ascended in so dense a volume, 
that a lighted candle could scarcely be seen, 
and the damp stood like dew upon the walls. 
"All that long cold winter," he lay in great 
suffering until the next assize, when he again 
confounded the court, by pointing out a variety 
of errors in the new indictment; so that the 
judge, to cut the matter short, summarily com- 
manded him back to his cell. The jury in his 
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absence found him guilty, and he was recorded 
as under premunire; though he was not called 
to hear the verdict, neither was sentence pro- 
nounced. 

The magistrates soon afterwards obtained an 
order for his removal from Lancaster : and 
although he was so feeble from hard usage as 
scarcely to be able to stand, he was mounted 
on horseback and hurried across the country 
to Scarborough Castle, which had been decided 
upon for the place of his future imprisonment. 

He was there confined in a delapidated 
apartment, from which, at considerable cost to 
himself, he succeeded in excluding the weather ; 
when his persecutors, finding the cell to be 
tolerable, transferred him to another ; a miser- 
able place, open towards the sea, having neither 
chimney nor fire-hearth, and into which the rain 
beat with violence; so that the water would 
run over his bed, and stream upon the floor 
to such a degree, as to render it necessary to 
bale it out. When his clothes were soaked 
through with the wet, he was refused permission 
to have them dried at a fire; and though he 
again expended his money in an attempt to 
keep out the rain, he could not effect it: his 
health became further impaired, his body be- 
numbed with cold, and his limbs swelled to 
much beyond their natural size. But in the 
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end, his spirit of patient endurance conquered 
the prejudices of his keepers; their behaviour 
to him became kind and respectful ; and ulti- 
mately, after nearly three years' imprisonment, 
intercession was successfully made with the 
King, and an order for his release obtained. 
This was in the year 1666; when, though his 
health continued to be very infirm, he forthwith 
resumed his gospel labours, travelling through 
various counties, and holding large and blessed 
meetings among the people. 

It was in 1666 that George Fox recommended 
the establishment of Monthly Meetings among 
Friends, for the maintenance of good order in 
the Society ; to render suitable assistance to such 
members as might be in necessitous circum- 
stances; to take cognizance of whatever was 
disorderly and contrary to the truth: that the 
careless might be admonished ; the wanderer re- 
claimed; the truth cleared from reproach; and 
the Lord's honour promoted. Hitherto, (except 
in a few instances,) General and Quarterly Meet- 
ings only had been held. These also embraced 
considerable districts of country, as well as a 
large number of members, so that it was difficult 
to oversee them with the vigilance which was 
needfiil. Therefore, believing himself required 
to institute Monthly Meetings, he travelled 
through the nation, showing Friends the nc- 

cl 
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necessity of upholding a wholesome discipline 
in the church, that all might be preserved in 
unity, harmony, and a consistant daily walk, in 
accordance with their christian profession. This 
service occupied him for nearly two years. 

In 1669, accompanied by several ministers, 
he proceeded into Ireland, and visited most of 
the principal towns. Though some were stirred 
up to persecute, yet through the goodness of 
the Shepherd of Israel, he was preserved out 
of their hands. " The Lord," he says, ** disap- 
pointed all their counsels, and defeated their 
designs against me ; by His good hand of pro- 
vidence, preserved me, and gave us many sweet 
and blessed opportunities to visit Friends, and 
spread truth through the nation. Meetings were 
very large; Friends coming to them from far 
and near, and other people flocking in. The 
powerful presence of the Lord was preciously 
felt with and among us ; whereby many 
were reached, convinced, and gathered to the 
truth; and Friends were greatly refreshed and 
comforted in feeling the love of God. O the 
brokenness that was among them in the flowings 
of life ! so that in the power and spirit of the 
Lord, many broke out in singing praises to 
the Lord, making melody in their hearts.'* 

Landing at Liverpool on his return, he there 
met Margaret Fell, the widow of Judge Fell of 
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Swarthmore, who had been convinced under 
his ministry, in the year 1652. Her husband 
had been deceased for nearly eleven years ; 
and George Fox, having, before his journey 
to Ireland, communicated to her the belief he 
entertained that it would be right for them to 
be united in marriage, the period seemed now 
to have arrived, when it was suitable that their 
intentions should be made public. 

But previous to taking this step, he was care- 
ful to ascertain the sentiments of Margaret Fell's 
daughters respecting it ; and they severally 
expressed their concurrence. He enquired whe- 
ther their mother had fulfilled her husband's 
will to them ? Or whether, in case of his 
marriage with her, they would be deprived of 
any property to which they were entitled? 
Their replies fully satisfied him on these points, 
and evidenced their approbation of the contem- 
plated connexion. He said that he was plain, 
and would have all things done plainly ; for 
he sought not any outward advantage to him- 
self. Notice of their proposed marriage was 
then publicly given; with the full unity of 
their friends, a meeting was appointed for its 
accomplishment; and they were joined together 
in the Lord in the marriage bond. 

In the following year, 1670, an " Act against 
Seditious Conventicles " was passed, which 
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practically forbad the assembling together of 
more than five individuals, and was therefore a 
source of severe suffering to Friends ; who reso- 
lutely kept up their religious meetings as had 
been their wont, notwithstanding the insult and 
injury to which they were continually exposed. 
Their meeting-houses were in some instances 
pulled down : and at other times, troops of horse 
and foot would rush among the peaceable wor- 
shippers, and break their swords, carabines, and 
pikes in beating them ; so that numbers were 
left wounded and bleeding in the streets. And 
such was the increase of wickedness throughout 
the kingdom, after the accession of Charles II., 
that it became a source of deep sorrow, not 
only to Friends, but to serious persons of other 
persuasions. Many of the latter were driven into 
concealment by the cruelties practised toward 
dissenters ; and these expressed their belief, that 
if Friends did not stand their ground, the 
whole nation would be immersed in drunken- 
ness, debauchery, and excess. 

The sense of this flood of iniquity, sweeping 
like a torrent through the land, deeply affected 
George Fox : and such were the grief and 
exercise of mind he underwent on this account, 
that his health became greatly impaired, his 
sight and hearing almost gone, and his body 
so enfeebled, that his friends thought he could 
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not long survive. Words could not set forth 
to the full, the suflFering into which his spirit 
was plunged. 

It was during this awful season that he offered 
up the solemn prayer recorded in his journal: 
that the Lord would be pleased to prosper truth 
in the nation ; to preserve justice and equity ; 
to cast down iniquity, oppression, falshood, pro- 
fanity, and licentiousness; that thus mercy and 
righteousness might flourish, and the wrath of 
God be averted. 

As the violence of persecution by degrees 
abated, so George Fox bfegan gradually to 
recover. And having for some time past, felt 
himself drawn in spirit to visit his brethren 
in the West India Islands, and on the conti- 
nent of North America, whither the christian 
principles of Friends had spread, and where 
they had been accepted by many since the 
year 1656, he embarked in the spring of 1671, 
accompanied by other ministers, who were like- 
wise on their way to engage in the same fields 
of service. 

In the island of Barbadoes he held large 
meetings with the inhabitants, at which many 
received the gospel message. At the close of 
one of them, a colonel who was present obser- 
ved, " Now I can gainsay such as I have heard 
speak evil of you; who say you do not own 
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Christ, nor tliat He died: whereas I perceive, 
you exalt Christ in all His offices, beyond what 
I have ever heard before."* 

Having remained for several months in Barba- 
does and Jamaica, he proceeded to Maryland ; 
visiting that province. New England, Virginia, 
East and West Jersey, and most of the (then) 
British Settlements on the North American 
Continent. He and his fellow labourers were 
received with openness ; their meetings, to which 
the public were invited, were largely attended; 
the Lord's presence was plenteously manifested 
among the people ; and the members of their 
own religious Society were refreshed and 
comforted. After an absence of two years, 
George Fox returned to England in the spring 
of 1673. 

He now recommenced his visits of love to the 
churches, and earnestly sought to build them 
up in the faith of the Gospel, until interrupted 
by one of his long imprisonments in Worcester 

* It was in consequence of the false and injurious 
reports above referred to having been industnously cir- 
culated, that George Fox, in conjunction with other 
Friends, prepared and published the well-known "Ad- 
dress to the Governor and Council of Barbadoes," 
which has since been so often quoted, and which exhibits 
in so perspicuous and forcible a manner, the soundness 
of the christian doatrines of Friends. — See George Fox's 
Journal, Leeds edition, vol. II., p. 148. 
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jail ; in the course of which he became so ill that 
his recovery was almost dispaired of. And when 
at length he once more obtained his liberty, 
and the reversal of the sentence of premunire 
which had again been passed upon him, he was 
left so exceedingly weak as scarcely to be able 
to travel. He therefore proceeded home to 
Swarthmore, where he occupied himself in 
writing in defence of the truth he had so long 
and strenuously sought to promote. 

In 1677, and again in 1684, he visited 
Holland, where his services were well received 
by serious persons of various religious per- 
suasions; and at the yearly meeting held at 
Amsterdam, Friends were sweetlv refreshed 
together. 

After his return to England from the la4st of 
these journies, he ceased from much travelling, 
and principally resided in or near London. 

In the evening of life, his enlarged and 
energetic mind continued to be occupied in 
labours of christian love : and whilst still en- 
gaged in the public advocacy of the truth, 
in attending to the relief of those who were 
suffering persecution, or in visiting the sick and 
afflicted, the day's work of this devoted servant 
drew to its close. 

He had attended a meeting at White Hart 
Court, Lombard Street, in which he had been 
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year was united in marriage to Thomas Fell 
of Swarthmore Hall, near Ulverstone, who 
afterwards became a Member of Parliament, 
Vice-Chancellor of the County Palatine of 
Lancaster, Chancellor of the Duchy Court at 
Westminster, and a Judge on " the circuit of 
West Chester and North Wales." 

She was a serious and devout person, in 
whom, as in many others at that remarkable 
period, strong desires had been awakened after 
a nearer communion with God; and whose 
continual prayer was for a more perfect know- 
ledge of His way. 

In her search after truth, when ministers 
from a distance occupied the pulpits in the 
neighbourhood of her residence, she was accus- 
tomed diligently to attend their preaching. 
Many of them denominated " Lecturing Minis- 
ters," were afterwards hospitably entertained 
at Swarthmore ; where those accounted the most 
godly, were encouraged to hold meetings for 
prayer and other religious exercises in the 
family. Yet, notwithstanding this evidence of 
pious zeal on the part of Margaret Fell, she 
informs us a fear often attended her that she was 
short of the "right" way. In this enquiring 
state she continued for nearly twenty years. 

At length in 1652, that entire satisfaction for 
which she had so long sought, was granted her 
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through the ministry of George Fox; who, 
introduced at Swarthmore by one of his friends, 
on the following " Fast Day," so powerfully 
addressed the congregation to which Margaret 
Fell belonged, as effectually to reach the witness 
for God in her conscience; and although he 
was not allowed to finish his sermon, (being 
expelled the place at the instance of a magis- 
trate who was present,) yet in the evening he 
returned to Swarthmore, where the doctrine he 
preached found such acceptance, that the family 
and household were generally convinced. 

Margaret Fell relates, that at the time of this 
occurrence, her husband was absent in the fulfil- 
ment of his official duties ; a circumstance which 
caused her much embarrassment, and aggravated 
her difficulties. She tells us that she " Was 
struck with sadness and knew not what to do." 
"Yet," she says, " I saw it was the truth," that 
George Fox preached, " I could not deny it ; 
and I did as the Apostle saith, * I received it in 
the love of it,' and desired of the Lord that I 
might be preserved in it." 

George Fox did not remain long at Swarth- 
more, but pursued his ministerial service in 
other parts of Lancashire ; large numbers of 
serious-minded persons accepted his gospel mes- 
sage; and the people were earnest to hear him. 

Under these circumstances, when at length 
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Judge Fell drew near his home, many of the 
gentry of the vicinity met him upon his ap- 
proach, representing that ^^A great disaster had 
befallen his household ; that Friends had drawn 
them from their religion ; and that if he did not 
compel the Quakers to leave the neighbourhood, 
the whole country woidd be undone." 

Thus, with feelings of deep concern, the 
Judge alighted at his door. 

The anxiety of his wife may be imagined. 
She says, she was in a great strait; ^^ dreading 
on the one hand, her husband's displeasure; 
and on the other, to offend her gracious God." 

She requested James Naylor and Richard 
Famsworth, who had come to Swarthmore in 
the hope of meeting with George Fox, to 
explain to Judge Fell all that had occurred ; 
and though at the first he appeared much dis- 
turbed, yet after their conference he became 
more calm. 

At night, however, George Fox arrived, and 
addressed the assembled household in so con- 
vincing a manner, as fully to satisfy the mind 
of the Judge, who freely offered his residence 
as a place for holding the religious meetings 
of Friends. They were therefore at once 
established, and continued to be held in the 
hall of the mansion from 1653 until 1690, when 
a meeting-house was built. 
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Thus the fears of Margaret Fell were dissi- 
pated; and we are told by a contemporary,* 
that as she willingly became a self-denying dis- 
ciple of the Lord Jesus Christ, in the narrow 
way of the cross, she received qualification for 
service in the church ; being endued with true 
wisdom and understanding, with a clear discern- 
ing of spirits, and with a fervent and living 
gift in the ministry, " to the building up of 
many in that most precious faith, which gives 
victory over the world." 

Not, during her husband's life-time, exposed 
to much personal suffering herself, Margaret 
Fell was enabled to succour her persecuted 
brethren in religious profession; on whose 
behalf she several times addressed letters to 
Cromwell, earnestly interceding with him for 
the removal of their " burdens and oppressions," 
as " altogether contrary to liberty of con- 
science." 

In 1658 the decease of Judge Fell took 
place, to the tender regret of his aflfec- 
tionate wife, and of those Friends who 
had been acquainted with him ; and from 
that period Margaret Fell appears to have 
deeply suflfered for her christian faith and 
practice, in common with the members of 

* Thomas Camm, in his Testimony prefixed to Margaret 
Fox's Ck)llected Works. 

D 1 
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the religious body to which she belonged. 

On the accession of Charles II. she found 
herself constrained to proceed to London and 
to petition the King in favour of more than 
a thousand Friends ^ prisoners^ who had been 
committed under the Protectorates of Oliver 
and Sichard Cromwell. Her representations 
were not without effect; for it appears that 
Charles had designed to liberate the whole; 
but just as the order in Council was being put 
to press, it was set aside by the sudden insur- 
rection made in London by the "Fifth Mon- 
archy Men;" of whose proceedings advantage 
was taken to plunder and harrass the unoffend- 
ing ** Quakers, " more than four thousand two 
hundred of whom were in consequence thrown 
into jail, under the pretence of their being 
suspected of treasonable designs against the 
Government. After many weeks of strenuous 
exertion on the part of Margaret Fell and her 
coadjutors, the whole were freed by Proclama- 
tion. 

She returned to Swarthmore in the beginning 
of 1662, but had not remained many months at 
home before her presence in the metropolis 
again became requisite. Upon her arrival there, 
she found persecution hot; the meetings of 
Friends being greatly disturbed by the soldiery, 
who would rush into them with their matches 
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Kghted and sabres drawn, and cruelly abuse 
those whom they found assembled. Two 
Friends died from the injuries thus received, 
and hundreds were cast into prison, where many 
laid down their lives. 

Margaret Fell therefore afresh represented 
their sufferings to the King; who assured her 
that these barbarities were not inflicted by the 
regular troops, but by the city militia who 
were not under his control. He promised, 
however, to liberate the imprisoned Friends, 
which was shortly afterwards done. 

In 1663, she paid a religious visit to Friends 
in the south western, midland, and northern 
counties. Two months were scarcely permitted 
to elapse after her return, before the justices 
assembled in private session at Ulverstone re- 
quired her attendance before the bench. 

On her presenting herself, the magistrates 
appeared to be oflended because she allowed 
the meeting for worship, originally instituted 
at Swarthmore by permission of her husband, 
to be continued; on which account they threa- 
tened they would tender to her the oath of 
allegiance. To this she answered, they knew 
that she could not take any oath whatever; 
wherefore should they send for her to ensnare 
her? "What have I done?" she enquired. 

They replied, that they would not press the 
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oath, if she would give them an assurance that 
the meeting should be dropped. But she could, 
not comply with their demand. The oath was 
therefore read ; and when in obedience to Christ 
she refused to swear, they committed her to 
Lancaster Castle. 

At her trial in the winter of 1664, she tra- 
versed the indictment, and was returned to 
prison; but at the following assize, judgment 
of premunire was passed upon her. Respecting 
it she says, *^The great God of heaven and 
earth supported my spirit under this severe 
sentence, that I was not terrified, but gave this 
answer to the Judge, 'Although I am out of 
the King's protection, I am not out of the 
protection of Almighty God.' " 

After an imprisonment of about four years, 
during which she wrote and published many 
religious treatises, she was released by an order 
in Council in 1668. 

Again at liberty, she believed it right to 
pay a general visit to Friends throughout the 
nation, and especially to such as were confined 
in the various jails on account of their religious 
testimonies. This extensive service probably 
occupied her a year, and terminated at Bristol 
in the summer of 1669. 

Eleven years had passed since the decease 
of Judge Fell, when during her stay at Bristol, 
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George Fox came to that city on his return 
from Ireland; and there his marriage with 
Margaret Fell, which had been contemplated 
for a considerable period, was solemnized. 

After remaining a short time with her hus- 
band, she returned to Swarthmore intending to 
rejoin him in Leicestershire. But this antici- 
pation was not realized. Soon after her arrival 
she was arrested in her own house by authority 
of an order in Council, and recommitted to 
Lancaster Castle on the old sentence of pre- 
munire. 

On receipt of the unwelcome intelligence, 
George Fox repaired to London, and at his 
instance, two of his wife's daughters obtained 
an audience of the King and petitioned for 
their mother's full discharge. After many diffi- 
culties and delays their request was granted, 
and the order immediately carried down into 
Lancashire. But their hopes were again dis- 
appointed; the **Act against Seditious Con- 
venticles " aflforded renewed encouragement to 
the oppressors of the unoffending ** Quakers ; " a 
storm of persecution followed ; the Sheriff found 
means to evade compliance with the King's 
order; and ultimately, Margaret Fox had to 
endure a whole year's imprisonment, suffering 
for the greater part of the time under much 
bodily indisposition. 
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At length the persecution began to abate ; her 
hard case was again represented to Charles; he 
granted a complete discharge under the Great 
Seal, clearing both herself and her estate from 
premunire; and, after being subjected to that 
unjust sentence for about eight years, she was 
finally liberated in 1671. 

In 1679, Margaret Fox was committed to 
Lancaster Castle, by virtue of a law which 
imposed a penalty of "twelve pence a Sunday" 
for non-attendance at the "national worship;" 
but after three weeks' detention, her persecutors 
considering that while she remained in prison 
no fines could be levied, released her. She 
was then convicted in penalties to the amount 
of £80, on account of meetings for worship 
held at her residence, and, for having preached 
in them on two occasions; for which they dis- 
trained thirty head of cattle. She was not, 
however, singular in thus suffering; many 
Friends in the vicinity were severely fined; 
some £20 for preaching "once" in meetings, 
some £40 for "the second offence;" so that 
the enemies of the truth made havock of their 
goods, and sought to plunder and ruin their 
conscientious neighbours. 

Under these circumstances Margaret Fox 
again believed it her duty to apply to the 
King for relief; and the impression upon her 
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mind was, "That as she had gone to King 
Charles when he first returned to England, so 
she should go and bear to him a last testimony, 
and let him know how they did abuse Friends 
to enrich themselves." But when she arrived in 
London, it was with difficulty she could gain 
access to the King; and on her offering him 
the statement she had prepared respecting her 
own and Friends' sufferings, he refused to 
receive it. The illness with which he was then 
afflicted, and which shortly brought him to the 
grave, may be considered as some apology for 
his irritability during the interview. 

About a fortnight after the accession of James 
II., Margaret Fox obtained an audience of him ; 
and asked that he would be pleased to grant 
her protection in order that she might live 
peaceably in her own house. His answer 
induced her to believe that he would; she 
therefore returned to her home. But it was 
not Ipng before one of her ancient persecutors 
again threatened her with the law, because she 
continued to hold religious meetings at Swarth- 
more. She in consequence addressed a letter 
to the King; and it was believed that those 
who had hitherto harassed her received a private 
caution, as from that time she was permitted to 
dwell in peace. 

In 1690, she paid her ninth visit to London 



36 MARGARET FOX. 

on a religious account^ (and a journey from 
the north of Lancashire to the metropolis was 
of itself an arduous undertaking at that period^) 
being then in the seventy-sixth year of her 
age. She was there greatly refreshed in the 
society, of her beloved husband and children. 
In the end of this year her honourable partner, 
George Fox, died. 

Margaret Fox survived him between eleven 
and twelve years. She continued green and 
lively in old age, and zealous for the holy cause 
to which she had devoted the strength of her 
days. Her understanding was preserved clear 
to the last, and during her illness she uttered 
many heavenly expressions. 

On one occasion she said, " Come, let us join 
unto the Lord and be of one spirit : let us join 
unto the Eternal God and be of one spirit." 

At another time she exclaimed, " O my sweet 
Lord! into Thy holy bosom I commit myself 
freely, not desiring to live in this troublesome 
painful world; it is all nothing to me, for my 
Maker is my husband." 

Again she said, ^^Come, Lord Jesus, I am 
freely given up to Thy will;" and again, "I 
have a clear conscience." 

Thomas Dockwray visiting her, who had been 
acquainted with her for upwards of forty-five 
years, enquired of her how she was? She 
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sweetly replied, ''Very weak in body, but 
alive to God. The Lord is with me, and I am 
with the Lord, and in Him only will I trust. 
I commit all to the divine providence of the 
Lord, both concerning my children and grand- 
children, and all things they enjoy from Him 
both in spirituals and in temporals; who is 
the God of all mercies and blessings to His 
people throughout all generations; to Him be 
glorious praises for ever ! Amen." 

Afterward she declared, "I freely forgive all 
people upon the face of the whole earth for 
any wrong done to me ; as freely as I hope 
to be forgiven." 

Perceiving those around her to be sorrowful, 
she observed, *'Be quiet, for I am as comfort- 
able in my spirit as ever I was." And when 
near her end, she called one of her daughters, 
saying, "Take me in thy arms, I am in 
peace.*' 

Margaret Fox died at her residence, Swarth- 
more Hall, on the 23rd of the second month, 
1702; having nearly attained to the eighty- 
ninth year of her age ; and was interred in the 
burying ground at Sunbrecke, belonging to 
Friends of Swarthmore Meeting, on the 27th 
of the same month. Thomas Camm observes, 
" I, with many other brethren, was at her 
burial, where the Lord did eminently appear 

£ 
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with US, and many testimonies were borne io 
the honour of truth- and satisfaction of manv 
there of great quality and degree in the world, 
and to the comfort and edification of the up- 
right in God; to whom belongs the praise of 
aU His wonderful works and marvellous loving 
kindness multiplied unto His people, in and 
through our Lord Jesus Christ ; World with- 
out end. Amen." 

She was a minister between forty and fifty 
years. Her collected writings were printed in 
8vo., pp. 636, and published in 1710. 

(Margaret Fox*s Works : George Fox's Journal : Letters 

of Early Friends, &c. 



ELIZABETH HOOTON. 



George Fox informs us, that in the begin- 
ning of the year 1647, he found his mind 
attracted to travel into Derbyshire and Not- 
tinghamshire ; where in several places he met 
with an honest-hearted, seeking people, with 
whom he held many discourses on the all-im- 
portant subject of the soul's salvation. Among 
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these was Elizabeth Hooton, the subject of 
the present memoir; who is beKeved to have 
been the first individual who fully received 
George Fox's testimony, and the first minister 
among Friends, George Fox himself excepted. 

Of a faithful, fearless spirit, she was devoted 
to the gospel work to which she was called. 

The most remarkable circumstances handed 
down to us respecting her, occurred in con- 
nexion with her religious visits to New 
England. About the sixty-first yeaj of her 
age, she was bi ought into close sympathy with 
Friends suffering persecution for conscience 
sake in that colony. Four of these had been 
publicly executed at Boston; and a deep 
concern now arose in the mind of Elizabeth 
Hooton, to proceed to that city, and, in so far 
as the Lord might be pleased to make use of 
her as an instrument, to bear her testimony 
in favour of religious liberty, and seek to 
render null the unjust laws there in force. 

She embarked in 1661, accompanied by her 
friend Joan Brokesup, who was nearly of the 
same age as herself, and after many difficulties 
reached Boston; but the following day, at- 
tempting to visit the numerous Friends im- 
prisoned in the jail, they were carried before 
John Endicott, the governor, who committed 
them both to prison. 
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It appears that within a few hours after their 
arrival, a Friend named Wenlock Christison 
had been condemned to the gallows in Boston.* 
Several other of their fellow prisoners likewise, 
had incurred liability to a similar sentence^ in 
consequence of having returned from banish- 
ment contrary to their law prohibiting Friends 
the province. 

Governor Endicott presided at their trial. 
The court found itself in much embarrassment; 
and afraid on the one hand of public opinion 
in Boston, and on the other of the light in 
which further executions would be viewed by 
the Government of Charles the Second, the cry 
was "What shall we do with the Quakers?" 
some said one thing, some another; but at 
length it was decided : "Away with them into 
the wilderness among the wild beasts." 

The prison doors were opened and twenty- 
eight Friends driven forth by sword and club- 
men. Two were scourged through Boston at the 
cart-tail with twenty stripes ; and the whole were 
forced two days' journey into the woods, and 
there left without food, to shift for themselves. 

They were, however, enabled to reach Rhode 
Island; from whence Elizabeth Hooton and 
Joan Brokesup, nothing daunted by their for- 
mer entertainment, passed round by Barbadoes 
and a second time landed in Boston. 
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Arrested immediately upon disembarkation, 
they were sent out of the colony on the first 
opportunity which offered. This was by a 
vessel sailing to Virginia; whence, after further 
suffering in that province also, they appear to 
have returned to their native land. 

But no Icftig period passed over, before Eliza- 
beth Hooton again felt an apprehension of 
duty to revisit New England, to which she 
yielded; and having taken the precaution to 
procure from Charles the Second his licence 
to purchase "a house, land, and dwelling, in 
any of his plantations," with her daughter 
Elizabeth as her companion, she a third time 
landed in Boston. 

When her arrival was discovered by the 
authorities, they would have enforced the 
penalty of £100, to which by their laws, the 
ship-master had rendered himself liable by 
transporting " a Quaker " to their shores. But 
he informed them that Elizabeth Hooton had 
been with the King, and now held his special 
licence not only to come to Boston, but to 
purchase a residence there; on hearing which, 
the contemplated enforcing of the fine was 
dropped. 

Still determined to refuse the "Quakers" 
admission into their province, the rulers of 
Boston set the King's Warrant and her right at 

E 1 
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naught: and though four times she appeared 
before their court demanding permission, both 
as a British subject and by Warrant from the 
King, to purchase a house to reside in, and 
for Friends to meet in for public worship, and 
ground for them in which to bury their dead, 
all proved to be in vain. 

Unsuccessful at Boston, she proceeded to 
Fiscataqua Kiver; suflFered imprisonment at 
Hampton and Dover; and at the latter place 
was set in the stocks. At Cambridge she was 
thrust into a dungeon, and kept for two days 
and nights without food, bed, or seat to rest 
upon; and a Friend who attempted to convey 
to her a little milk when she was ready to 
perish, was fined in the sum of five pounds 
sterling, and cast into pfison along with her. 
On the third day being brought up for exam- 
ination, though she again produced the King's 
Warrant, the bench wholly disregarded it; and 
commanding her to be banished their territory, 
ordered her to be whipped at three difierent 
towns successively, receiving at each place ten 
stripes, upon her naked body. 

The sentence was executed with severity at 
Cambridge, Watertown, and Dedham; and 
then with her flesh miserably torn, she was 
mounted on horse-back, conveyed many miles 
into the forest, and toward nightfall aban- 
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doned; her jailors telling her at parting, that 
" they thought they should never see her 
more"; hoping that she might fall a prey to 
the wild-beasts, or might find herself unable 
in her maimed condition to pass the many 
deep waters that intervened between her and 
the habitations of her friends. Yet they were 
mistaken. She tells us that "neither wearv 
nor faint" she was enabled to reach Rehoboth; 
whence travelling to Rhode Island, she was 
kindly received by Friends, and gave thanks 
to God who counted her worthy to suffer for 
His Great Name's sake. 

As her persecutors, in thus banishing her, 
would not permit that she should take her 
clothes along with her, after remaining a short 
time on Rhode Island, she went back to Cam- 
bridge in order to obtain them. Which having 
done, as she was returning, accompanied by her 
daughter and a Friend named Elizabeth Cole- 
man, they were overtaken by a constable and 
his assistant sent after them for their arrest, 
who forced them into a cart and re-conveyed 
them to Cambridge, where they were com- 
mitted to the house of correction as " Vagabond 
Quakers;" whence after being each of them 
thrice severely scourged, at as many different 
towns, they were passed from constable to con- 
stable toward Rhode Island. 
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Xeverthele«8, Elizabeth Hooton feeling her- 
self bound to continue her opposition to their 
unreasonable law^ and to assert her unquestion- 
able right, at once went back to Boston; was 
again imprisoned and flogged at the whipping- 
post; then scourged at the cart-tail in Rox- 
bury; next beaten at Dedham; then hurried 
into the wilderness, and again abandoned in 
an exceedingly inclement season. 

Her flesh mangled by the lash, she spent 
the night in the woods; and after travelling 
through the forest for nearly twenty miles, 
once more met with Friends. With them 
she remained for a short time to recruit her 
strength; after which we find her again im- 
pelled to go to Boston, and again flogged and 
banished, with a threat of death, or branding 
upon the shoulder, if she should ever return. 

But nothing that man could do against her, 
could deter Elizabeth Hooton from the fulfil- 
ment of that service to which she believed 
herself called. She thrice travelled back again 
to Boston, and was imprisoned both at the 
funeral of governor Endicott, and on the other 
two occasions. She afterwards sufiered im- 
prisonment at Braintree, and at Salem her 
horse was taken from her for the use of the 
government commissioners, and she was thus 
compelled to travel for sixty miles through the 
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forest on foot, to the endangering of her life. 
Yet, as in this righteous cause, her afflictions 
and exercises abounded, .so her inward consola- 
tions did likewise much more abound; and 
she was enabled in meekness to declare, "All 
this I have gone through, and much more 
could I have suffered for the sake of that 
(seed) which is buried and oppressed as a 
cart laden with sheaves, and as a prisoner in 
an inwar4 prison-house; yea the love that I 
bear to the souls of all men, makes me willing 
to undergo whatever can be inflicted upon me." 

At length, feeling liberated from further 
service in North America, she returned to Eng- 
land ; where Sewel the historian abserves, " I 
have since several times seen her in a good 
condition." 

Some years after this period, Elizabeth Hooton 
believed herself required again to cross the 
Atlantic on a religious mission. She formed 
one of that band of ministers, which in the 
year 1671 sailed with George Fox for the 
West Indies, and landed at Barbadoes on the 
third of tenth month. After a considerable stay 
in that Island, she proceeded to Jamaica, in 
company with George Fox, Robert Widders, 
William Edmundson, and Solomon Eccles, and 
landed at Port Royal after a fair and speedy 
passage. 
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Here, however, the labours, trials, exercises, 
and sufferings of Elizabeth Hooton closed. 
About a week after h?r arrival, (in the begin- 
ning of the year 1672,) she was seized with 
sudden illness, and next day, George Fox tells 
us, "she departed in peace, like a lamb." 

She was about seventy years of age : a min- 
ister for more than twenty years. 

(New England. Judged : Sewel : Bcsse : G. Fox's Journal.) 



AMOS STODDARD. 



Amos Stoddard was a captain in the Par- 
liamentary army. In the year 1648, he 
attended a meeting of religious professors at 
Mansfield, on which occasion George Fox, 
who was present, was concerned to direct the 
attention of the auditory to the Blood of 
Christ, that they might "witness it to sprinkle 
their hearts and consciences from dead works to 
serve the living God." The professors, however, 
were startled at his doctrine, and asserted 
that His blood was exclusively " without 
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them." But the mind of Amos Stoddard was 
convinced ; and when they endeavoured to 
bear down George Fox with many words, he 
interposed, for he was grieved at the unfair- 
ness of their procedure, and remonstrated with 
them, saying, " Let the youth speak ! Hear the 
youth speak ! " * 

After this Amos Stoddard became further 
instructed in the truth, and resigned his mili- 
tary employment. 

He appears now to have become resident in 
liondon ; where for some time he had not 
the privilege of association with many who 
entertained similar sentiments with himself. 
He was accustomed to meet for religious 
worship, with a little company, consisting of 
two or three men and about four women, 
at the house of Robert Dring in Watling 
Street: for it was not until the visit of Francis 
Howgil and Edward Burrough to the metro- 
polis, in 1654, that the meetings of Friends 
in London became considerable. 

Amos Stoddard was the frequent companion 
of George Fox during the years 1655 and 
1656, and appears to have been himself a 
minister. 

About the year 1658, Friends having greatly 
increased in London, the Men's Meeting for 
* George Fox, was then about twenty-four years of age. 



48 AMOS STODDAIID. 

transacting the disciplinary affairs of the churchy 
was held in an upper room at the Bull and 
Mouth Meeting-house in Aldersgate Street. 
At this period we find Amos Stoddard with 
several other Friends assembled there^ on 
account of the poor^ fatherless, and widows 
among them; the care of whom becoming 
onerous, and further help required, it opened 
in their hearts to invite the co-operation of 
Women Friends, who acceded to their re- 
quest. Thus originated one of the earliest, if 
not the first, of our Women's Meetings for 
discipline. 

In 1660, Amos Stoddard sufifered imprison- 
ment in Newgate, London; at which time 
three hundred and forty-six Friends had been 
committed to that jail for their religion, by 
Alderman Brown then mayor of the city. In 
one room a hundred were crowded together, 
so that there was not space for all to sit or to 
lie down; and the pestilential atmosphere very 
seriously affected their health. 

George Fox informs us, that he paid a last visit 
to his dear friend and former fellow labourer, 
Amos Stoddart, (who then resided at Enfield,) 
when he lay at the point of death, and al- 
most speechless. He addressed to him words 
of encouragement and consolation, in the 
conviction that it had been his endeavour 
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faithfully to serve the Lord, and that eternal 
life would be his glorious crown. 

He died at Enfield in the year 1670. 

(Sewel's Hist. ; G. Fox's Journal : Wm. Crouch's Memoirs : 
Besse : Life of Gilbert Latey.) 



RICHARD FARNSWORTH. 

OF TICKHILL, NEAR D0NCA8TER. 



Richard Farnsworth was convinced by 
George Fox in the year 1651. He was one 
of those early ministers, whose extended travels, 
amid great exercises and sufferings, were largely 
instrumental in first gathering the Society of 
Friends ; of whom it is testified, that " knowing 
the depths of Satan, and experienced in the 
dealings and goodness of the Lord," he was 
enabled to speak as with the tongue of the 
learned, to the strengthening of the weak, 
the refreshing of the weary, and the reviving 
of the faint ; so that in the hand of the Lord 
he was made as a father to many. 

A little before his departure, he expressed 
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to those around his bed, that the Lord, who 
had been with him hitherto, was near in the 
time of his weakness ; saying, " God hath 
appeared for the owning of my testimony, and 
hath broken in upon me as a flood. I am 
filled with His love more than I am able to 
express." 

His death took place in London in the year 
1666. He was the author of a considerable 
number of treatises of a doctrinal and contro- 
versial character ; and a minister about fourteen 
years. 

(Josiah Cole's Testimony concerning R. F. : Sewel's 

History of Friends : Letters of Early Friends : 

Besse's Sufferings.) 



JAMES NAYLOR. 



A BRIEF sketch of the life and sufferings of 
James Naylor, is here given, under a belief 
that by the contemplation of others' harms we 
may ourselves be benefitted, and be made 
renewedly sensible of the necessity which exists. 
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while clothed with mortality, for him " that 
thinketh he standeth, to take heed lest he 
fall." 

He was bom about the year 1616, at Ardsley 
near Wakefield, Yorkshire. His father was a 
respectable agriculturist, who gave to his son 
the best education that was within his reach. 
He married at the age of twenty-two ; on the 
breaking out of the Civil Wars, entered the 
Parliamentary Army; served first under Fairfax, 
and afterward as Quartermaster under Lambert, 
and continued his military life between eight 
and nine years, until, disabled by sickness in 
Scotland, in 1650 he returned to his home and 
resumed the occupation of husbandry. 

In 1651 he was convinced under the ministry 
of George Fox; and it is probable that it was 
toward the end of the same year, that he 
believed himself called upon to travel in the 
Lord's work, as a preacher of the Gospel. 

He gave up his farm; but not yielding 
implicit obedience in going forth as he had 
been commanded, the wrath of God, he says, 
abode upon him; his health became impaired 
in consequence of his distress of mind, and 
he was ultimately reduced so low, that it was 
not expected he could recover. 

At length a willingness being wrought in 
him to obey, his health improved and he 
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proceeded into Lancashire and Westmoreland, 
where he continued to labour in the work of 
the ministry in conjunction with George Fox, 
until imprisoned for five months in Appleby 
jail, in 1652. After his discharge he resumed 
his gospel services in the Northern Counties 
of England; but about the year 1654, went 
to London, not without some dread fore- 
shadowings upon his mind, of the trials in 
danger to befall him there. 

In the metropolis he united with Francis 
Howgil and Edward Burrough in their min- 
isterial labours; great numbers of serious 
people embraced the christian doctrines they 
promulgated; and large meetings of Friends 
were established in the city. 

A long time, however, did not elapse, 
before some foolish persons in whom James 
Naylor's very " captivating, sublime, and ex- 
traordinary gift " appears to have created 
great admiration, began to draw invidious 
comparisons between him and his brethren in 
the ministry; to whose insinuations Naylor 
reprehensibly yielding, an opportunity was 
afforded to the Enemy of all righteousness to 
alienate him from his true friends, and thus 
division and disunity began. 

And now, he tells us, though he had for- 
merly been redeemed from under the power 
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of sin, darkness, and death, by Christ Jesus 
who sprinkled his conscience with His precious 
blood, so that it was clean, even as though 
he had never sinned; and though he had 
been anointed and sent forth "to call lost 
soiils to the same everlasting Light, to wait 
therein for the appearance of the same puri- 
fying power in them, thereby to be gathered 
to the God of purity;" in which work he 
had been preserved of the Lord, standing in 
His life and dominion ; yet, not sufficiently 
mindful to dwell single and low, attentive to 
the monitions of that Holy Spirit which 
would have safely led him in all things; 
but giving way in some things which seemed 
but small and to have no apparent evil in 
them, by degrees self, which had before been 
slain, again arose ; the sweetness of the incense 
of man's admiration, almost unconsciously in- 
fluenced his affections; and his mind was at 
length drawn away from that constant watch 
and pure fear into which he had formerly 
been begotten. Although the unflattering 
Witness for God raised up a warning voice in 
the secret chambers of his conscience, he 
reasoned against the tender reproof. He went, 
alas ! after other lovers, and " let out his 
affections after the creatures." So God's tem- 
ple became defiled ; His pure Spirit grieved ; 

F 1 
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He ceased to reprove ; He withdrew his 
Light; He took away his judgment. The 
body of death and sin revived; again he 
possessed all the iniquities of his youth ; that 
which of old had been buried, arose and 
stood up against him. Thus, he tells us, the 
temple became filled with darkness, and his 
heart with death ; while Satan stood daily at 
his right hand to tempt him further to pro- 
voke the Lord wholly to take from him the 
precious life ! 

And having, in large measure, lost his 
heavenly Guide, he groped about in darkness. 
Yet, at seasons he sought a solitary place to 
weep, if haply his cries should enter into 
the ear of the Lord who might again extend 
his love toward him, and enable him to 
recover his lost condition. But how was he 
buffeted of the Tempter ! False suggestions 
were insinuated into his bewildered mind, to 
which he too readily gave entertainment; so 
that at last, scarcely able to distinguish truth 
from lies, he let go that little light which 
still remained, and wholly gave himself up to 
be led by others. 

Until this period, the Society of Friends 
had gone on increasing with surprising rapidity. 
The cause now received a severe check; and 
so violent was the storm of persecution that 
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arose, consequent upon the handle that James 
Naylor's defection gave to the adversaries of 
the truth, that Francis Howgil writes, " It is 
much if our lives be preserved, the rage is so 
great." 

Naylor was now cast into Exeter prison, 
where a fulsome letter was addressed to him 
by one of his admirers, respecting which he 
observes, *^I saw that it was written from a 
wild imagination, and my heart never owned 
it ; " but the document being found upon his 
person, its contents were speedily published to 
the world. 

Soon after his release from Exeter, he made 
a public entry into Bristol, escorted by his 
fanatic company,* when he was arrested by the 
authorities and sent to London to be examined 
before the Parliament, charged with immoral 
conduct and with blasphemy. These charges 
were untrue. 

Nevertheless, the Parliament influenced by 
party animosity, after many examinations ad- 
judged him to be guilty of blasphemy; and 
notwithstanding Cromwell refused to ratify their 
sentence, yet it was immediately carried into 
eflFect. On the eighteenth of tenth month, 1656, 
he was placed for two hours in the pillory at 

* Which, however, only consisted of five or six indi- 
viduals. 
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Westminster, and afterward scourged from 
Palace-yard to the Old Exchange, London, 
with 310 stripes. On the 27th he was placed 
in the pillory in the city, branded in the 
forehead with the letter B, and his tongue 
bored through with a hot iron : a proceeding 
which so excited the compassion of the specta- 
tors, that during its execution the crowds stood 
bareheaded as with one consent. 

He was thence transferred to Bristol, where 
he was flogged from the middle of Thomas- 
Street, over the Bridge, up High-Street to the 
middle of Broad-Street; and was afterward sent 
back to London, where he continued a prisoner 
for about two years. 

But though deceived of the unwearied 
Enemy, James Naylor was not permitted to be 
a cast-away ; for the Lord upheld Him by His 
hand and kept alive in his heart a secret hope 
that he should again see the day of his redemp- 
tion. This faith underneath quieted his soul in 
his greatest tribulation. Yea, he tells us, ' when 
all visible help was removed afar oflf, and he 
found himself plunged as in the depths of the 
pit, even then the spirit of Christ appeared and 
stayed his soul in secret, that it sank not 
under the fury of the Accuser and the weight 
of his terrible temptations. 

Thus it is consolatory to find that during his 
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imprisonment in Bridewell, he was favoured 
with a clear sight of his error, and to experi- 
ence true repentance. 

After his release he published several papers 
of confession, the following extracts from which 
evince his entire restoration, through the Lord's 
mercy, to a lively, feeling sense of Divine 
acceptance. In this state, he recovered the 
unity of Friends, which he continued to enjoy 
to the end of his days. 

In one of the documents above referred to, he 
says, "This darkness came over me, through want 
of watchfulness and obedience to the pure eye 
of God, and diligently minding the reproof of 
Life; so the Adversary got advantage who 
ceases not to seek to devour; and if the Lord 
of all mercies had not rescued me, I had per- 
ished ! This I confess, that God may be justi- 
fied in His judgments, and magnified in His 
mercies without end, who did not forsake His 
captive in the night, even when His Spirit 
was daily provoked and grieved, but hath 
brought me forth to give glory to His name for 
ever. And it is in my heart to confess to God 
and before men my folly and offence in that 
day." 

Again he thus laments the reproach brought 
upon his religious profession by his own conduct 
and that of his adherents. Addressing the 
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Society of Friends, he says, " The Lord knows it 
was never in my heart to cause you to mourn; 
but the Envious One hath taken his advantage in 
many souls, which the Lord will turn to his 
disadvantage and utter ruin. In this belief is all 
my rest in my great trouble, and in patience I 
wait to see it revealed when the Man of Sin 
hath had his time. For I have seen the good 
hand of God working in it, whose end is good 
to all that love Him, else had I been destroyed 
e're this, such hath been the violence of the 
Enemy of my soul; but God hath numbered 
my hairs and not left me in the fire or water. 
When none else were with me. Thou, Lord, 
wast my comforter! O that I may never hide 
Thy praise, by covering my sin or shame. 
God forbid!" 

The following weighty counsel which James 
Naylor was so peculiarly competent to give, 
may close our brief extracts. He writes ; 
" This further is given me to say to every 
particular person to whom this writing ehall 
come: Whatever be thy condition, wait in the 
light that lets thee see it, there is thy counsel 
and strength to be received to stay thee or 
to recover thee. Art thou tempted to sin? 
Abide in that which lets thee see it, that there 
thou may come to feed on the right body, and 
not on the temptation; for if thou mind the 
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temptation it will overcome thee, but in the 
light is salvation. Or having sinned, art thou 
tempted to dispair or to destroy thyself? Mind 
not the temptation, for it is death that sin hath 
brought forth; feed not on it, lest thou eat 
condemnation, for that is the wrong body. 

"The body of Christ is felt in the light, in 
which is life from death, grace and truth to 
feed on, which being followed will overcome 
for thee; but if thou follow the temptation, 
fear and condemnation will swallow thee up. 
If there appear to thee voices, visions, reve- 
lations, feed not thereon, but abide in the 
light and feel the body of Christ; there 
wilt thou receive faith and power to judge 
of every appearance and spirit, the good to 
hold fast and obey, the false to resist. Art 
thou in darkness? Mind it not; for if thou 
do, it will fill thee more : but stand still 
and act not, and wait in patience till light 
arise out of darkness to lead thee. Art 
thou wounded in conscience? Feed not there, 
but abide in the light which leads to grace 
and truth, which removes the cause, and brings 
saving health. Yea, this I say to thee in the 
name of Jesus Christ, that though thou have 
made thy grave deep as the nethermost hell, 
or were thy affictions great as Job's, or 
thy darkness as the depth of the sea, yet if 
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thou run not to vain helps, as I have done, 
but stay upon the Lord till He give thee 
light by His word, (who coromandeth the 
light to shine out of darkness,) from thence 
will He bring thee forth, and His eye shall 
guide thee, and thou shall praise His name as 
I do this day. And this word is nigh thee 
which must give thee light, though darkness 
comprehend it not. 

" And hadst thou gifts, revelations, know- 
ledge, wisdom, or whatever thou canst read 
of in the Scriptures of Truth, and dost not 
abide in the light and feed on the body 
of Christ, whence the gifts spring, but dost 
feed on the gift, thou mayest be up for a 
while in thy own sight, but certainly thou 
wilt wither and die to God; darkness will 
come upon thee, and thy food will turn to thy 
condemnation. 

"This I have learned in the deeps and in 
secret when I was alone, and now declare 
openly in the day of my mercy: glory to the 
Highest, who hath thus far set me free to 
praise His righteousness and His mercy : to 
the eternal, invisible, pure God over all, be 
fear, obedience, and glory for ever more ! 
Amen." 

And now James Naylor's thirsty soul, become 
once more as a watered garden, gladness "did 
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swallow up sorrow;" and he said in his heart 
unto the Lord, "How good is it, that man 
be proved in the night, that he may know 
his folly; that every mouth may become silent 
in Thy hand, until Thou make man known 
unto himself, and have slain the boaster, 
and showed him the vanity that vexeth Thy 
Spiiit." 

The remainder of James Naylor's life was 
spent in great watchfulness. 

In the autumn of 1660, travelling from 
London toward his home at Wakefield, he 
is described as having been seen near Hertford 
sitting by the road side, in a very awful, 
weighty frame of mind. He was invited by 
a Friend to his house, but he declined, and 
expressed his desire to press forward. As he 
passed on foot through Huntingdon, another 
Friend was struck with the solemnity of his 
countenance, indicating his spirit redeemed 
from the earth, and his thoughts centred on 
an enduring inheritance. The same evening, 
he was found by a countryman in a state of 
great exhaustion; having, it was said, been 
robbed and left bound. He was conveyed to 
Holm, near King's Rippon, where a Friend 
named Thomas Parnel, a physician, attended 
him. 

On being asked whether he desired any 
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Friends from London to be sent for, he de- 
clined it, with expressions of love and interest 
for them. He acknowledged the kind atten- 
tions of those about him, saying: '^You have 
refreshed my body; the Lord refresh your 
souls ! " 

He did not long survive. About two hours 
before his decease, in the presence of several 
Friends, he gave utterance to the following 
words, which were carefully recorded: — 

^' There is a spirit that I feel, that delights 
to do no evil, nor to revenge any wrong ; but 
delights to endure all things, in hope to enjoy 
its own in the end. Its hope is to outlive 
all wrath and contention, and to weary out 
all exaltation and cruelty, or whatever is of 
a nature contrary to itself. It sees to the 
end of all temptation. As it bears no evil in 
itself, so it conceives none in thought to any 
other. If it be betrayed, it bears it; for its 
ground and spring is the mercy and forgive- 
ness of God. Its crown is meekness: its life 
is everlasting love unfeigned. It takes its 
kingdom with entreaty not contention, and 
keeps it by lowliness of mind. In God alone 
it can rejoice, though none else regard it or 
can own its life. It is conceived in sorrow 
and brought forth without any to pity it ; 
nor doth it murmur at grief or oppression. It 
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never rejoiceth but through sufferings, for with 
the world's joy it is murdered. I found it 
alone, being forsaken, and I have fellowship 
therein with those who lived in dens and 
desolate places in the earth, who through 
death obtained this resurrection and eternal 

holy life." 

Such were the dying words of James Naylor ; 
who, in his forty-fourth year, chastened but 
not killed, cast dowh but not destroyed, thus 
departed to that better country, where there 
shall be no more fear of the oppressor, and 
where, through the abounding mercy of God 
in Christ Jesus, we doubt not that his purified 
and ransomed spirit is for evermore at rest. 

His death took place about the eleventh 
month, 1660; and his remains were interred 
in Thomas Parnell's Burying Ground at King's 
Rippon, He was a minister between eight 
and nine years. 

James Naylor's Works: Sewel: Goo. Fox's Journal: 

Wm. Dewsbury's Works : Caton M.S.S. : Sevan's 

Life of J. Naylor: &c.) 



THOMAS A L D A M, 

OF WATIMSWOKTH, NEAK DONCASTER. 



Thomas Aldam was convinced by George 
Fox, at Balby, in 1651 ; his wife, mother, and 
several of his near relations, embracing the 
truth at the same period. 

Previous, however, to George Fox's visit, 
Thomas Aldam, unable to unite in ceremonial 
observances, had separated himself from the 
religious body with which he had been con- 
nected, and thus awaited in retiredness of 
spirit a more clear discovery of the Divine 
Will concerning him. 

In that season of proving, the Lord re- 
vealed himself to his inmost soul. "His 
Power and Spirit," Thomas Aldam tells us, 
caused all his bones to shake, and his limbs 
to tremble. His mouth was stopped. The 
spirit of judgment and of burning was poured 
upon all his fleshly actings. The way in 
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which he had walked was shown him to have 
been formal; and he saw himself to bq a 
child of wrath. " Then," he says, " this 
promise came to me, * Repent and turn unto 
Me from the evil of thy way, and I will 
have mercy.' And faith being given to lay 
hold upon the promise, I was made to wait 
upon the Lord and to give myself up to be 
guided by Him; and His promise was, that 
He would deliver me. It was manifested to 
me, that the Lord alone was the teacher of 
His children; that the word was in my heart, 
and that the Scripture was the testimony of 
that word; that Christ spiritually was made 
manifest within to destroy the words of dark- 
ness in me ; and likewise, that he that did 
draw me from that spiritual anointing within 
me, was a seducer. The Lord did place His 
judgment-seat in my heart, and write His 
righteous law there, to condemn sin in my 
flesh according to His promise. He alone is 
my Lawgiver and Judge ; to whom be all 
honour, praise, and thanksgiving, now and 
for ever." 

Thomas Aldam early received a gift in the 
ministry, and was a great sufferer for his 
testimony to the truth, as well as for his refusal 
to pay tithes and other ecclesiastical demands. 

He was probably the first Friend imprisoned 

G 1 
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in York castle, where his confinement was so 
strict that his relations were frequently denied 
access to him. From thence he thus addresses 
his wife, Mary Aldam : 

"Be faithful; keep close to thy watch con- 
tinually, and be not careless lest the Tempter 
prevail and overtake thee. Obey the Lord, and 
look not out at any outward thing, but keep 
within and mind thy growth in that which 
is pure. Beware of being enticed of any into 
words which are not profitable, for that draws 
forth into the vain light mind; and when 
patience comes to be tried, impatience appears, 
bitterness and perverseness appear ; for where 
the carnal will gets liberty, the pure light 
is veiled, hardness of heart gets up, and the 
tenderness is lost; but the will, being kept 
under the cross daily, crucifies the carnal 
part. 

"Dear Heart! Ever mind thy present con- 
dition, how thou abidest in that in which 
Christ hath set thee free. Stand steadfast in 
the faith, and be a pattern of godliness in 
thy life and conversation." 

Then including his other relations, he 
writes : 

"Pray for me that I may be kept faithful 
unto the end, ever standing in the counsel of 
the Lord. The Lord is exercising my patience 
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in great trials : O that patience may have its 
perfect work in me, that His name may have 
the glory! I do find the Lord present with 
me, who doth carry me on by His power, to 
wait in patience; and the greater my trials 
are, the more power He doth give me to 
carry me through." 

" Farewell ! Watch over one-another in love ; 
abide in the truth; and beware of earthly- 
mindedness. The Lord's everlasting power 
keep you, and His grace be with you, now 
and for ever. 

" Your dear brother in the eternal Truth, 

" Thomas Aldam." 

After an imprisonment of more than two 
years and a half, he was liberated in 1654 by 
order of Cromwell. 

The occ.asions on which he experienced beat- 
ing, stoning, and other injury, were very 
numerous. Bawtry, Doncaster, Thorne, Hans- 
worth, Pontefract, Hatfield, Wickersley, Tick- 
hill, Rosington, all witnessed his sufferings : 
yet he permitted none of these things to move 
him. 

In 1655, he was concerned to visit nearly 
the whole of the Friends prisoners throughout 
the nation, that by taking a record of their 
numbers, and being an eye-witness of their 
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oppressions, he might more effectively represent 
them to Cromwell and others in authority. 

After several years of zealous labour in the 
work of the Gospel, both in England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, he was visited with sickness; and 
when laid upon the bed of death could say, 
" I am clear of the blood of all men." 

Sensible that his dissolution was at hand, he 
called for his children and bade them farewell; 
' exhorting them to live in the fear of God, and 
to love and obey their mother. Having thus 
spoken, he resigned his soul into the hand of 
his Creator. 

Thomas Aldam is described as a man possessed 
of true firmness of mind and christian courage, 
whose testimony was sharp against wickedness, 
but very tender toward that which he perceived 
to be of God in any. 

His son thus concludes his observations 
respecting his beloved father, ^^When I remem- 
ber the fervency of spirit which did attend him, 
and how, when he had to take a journey upon 
truth's account, he would call his wife and 
children, and in great tenderness and humility 
bow his knees before the Lord and pour out 
his supplications unto Him, desiring earnestly 
that the Lord might go with him, and commit- 
ting us unto His keeping, and what brokenness 
of heart was among us at such times, and how 
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the love of God did abound, then can my 
soul say, those were precious seasons not to be 
forgotten by us, but to be recorded to posterity, 
that we may tell our children, and they also 
may declare when we are gone, how good the 
Lord hath been unto His people, and what 
great cause they have to love Him and put 
their trust in Him; that His name may be 
renowned among our families so long as they 
shall have a being." 

His death took place in the year 1660; and 
his remains were interred in Friends' burying 
ground at Warmsworth. He was a minister 
about eight years. 

(Aldam MSS.: Records of Balby Monthly Meeting: Catou 
MSS.: T. Aldam's Testimony: Tuke's Biographical 

• Notices, &c.) 
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Margaret, the wife of John Killam, and sister 
of Thomas Aldam, was convinced by George 
Fox, at the time of his visit to Balby in 1651. 
She travelled extensively in this nation, in the 
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work of the ministry, at a very early period 
after the rise of Friends. She was a great 
sufferer for her christian principles ; was much 
debarred her husband's society owning to his 
lengthened imprisonment;* and was herself 
immured in jail, at York, Banbury, Plymouth, 
and Exeter. Yet, amid all, she found an 
unfailing support; and it is testified of her, 
that with boldness she " sounded forth the 
truth," being also much concerned to labour 
with the authorities for the relief of her perse- 
cuted fellow-believers. 

She finished her course in faith, signifying 
before her departure *' the great peace she 
enjoyed in the Lord, and the clearness of con- 
science she had before Him." She died in 
1672. 

(A Short Testimony concerning her, by Thomas Aldam 

the Younger, 1690.) 



* He was committed to York castle by a writ "de excom. 
cap." for non-attendance at the " National Worship " 
and at " Sacrament," and remained a prisoner for nearly 
nine years. 



WILLIAM DEWSBURY, 

OF WAKEFIELD, AFTEBWATIT) OF WAHWICK. 



William Dewsbury was born at AUerthorpe, 
in the East-Riding of the County of York. 
His parents were religious persons, careful to 
influence him for good, and to cherish in him 
that susceptibility of mind which at an early 
age formed a striking feature of his character. 

Though, at the time of his father's death, 
William Dewsbury was only eight years old, 
the sense of the loss he thus sustained did not 
so quickly pass away as is usual with children. 
We are informed, that while he was lamenting 
the event with tears, the Lord was pleased to 
visit his mind, and to apply the solemn Ian. 
guage, " Weep for thyself, for thy father is 
well : " a circumstance which induced him 
thenceforward to devote many of the hours 
which in childhood are usually spent in play, 
to prayer and fasting because of his undone 
condition. 
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Yet, as he grew in age, these impressions 
were by degrees forgotten. He tells us he 
delighted in pride, and pleasure, and vanity, 
although the unflattering Witness condemned 
him for it, and caused him sorrow. Again, 
however, the convictions of the Spirit of 
Truth were, " I created thee for My glory ; 
an account thou must give, for all thy words 
and actions done in the body;" whereby his 
understanding was enlightened, "and the book 
of conscience opened" in him, in which was 
recorded all that he had done ever since he 
had any remembrance. 

When he had thus read his state, and been 
made sensible that he had lived without the 
fear of God, sorrow took hold upon him, and he 
knew not what to do that he might get acquain- 
tance with Him. He says, that he ceased from 
vain conversation, began to read the Scriptures 
and religious books, and to mourn and pray to 
God, who, he was told, was above the skies . 
and that being ignorant how or where God 
was to be known, or what true worship was, 
he strove to satisfy Divine justice by outward 
performances, imitating the saints of old. But 
though he thus sought to meet with God, he 
says he found Him not; his sorrow increased; 
and there were none to whom he could declare 
his condition. 
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His occupation was, at this period, that of a 
shepherd boy ; a retired and solitary life, very 
congenial to him, and in which he observes, 
" My great ease was in mourning to a God I 
knew not." 

Arrived at the age of thirteen years, he was 
bound apprentice to a cloth weaver at Hold- 
beck, near Leeds; where, among those with 
whom he associated, there was much speaking 
of God and professing Him in words; but he 
says, he could discover none who could tell 
what the Lord had done for their souls "in 
redeeming them from the body of sin," under 
which he groaned, and which separated him 
from God; and though he walked very strictly 
with them in outward observances, yet he 
failed to obtain true rest. The righteous law 
of God cried within him for a perfect fulfil- 
ment of the law, and met him which ever way 
he turned. He could find no satisfaction in 
ceremonial worship, nor in "receiving the bread 
and wine," which he was told was "the Seal 
of the Covenant." He remarks, it was long 
e're he durst receive it, because the evil of his 
heart stood before him, and he saw himself not 
prepared. And when he did receive it, he 
besought the Lord to keep him by His power 
that he might receive it worthily, and that in 
this act He would seal up His love to his 

H 
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soul ; " but," he says, " I found nothing sealed 
to my soul by it." 

Fear, therefore, seized upon him for a long 
season, and the condition of Judas was cast into 
his mind; until it was shown to him **that the 
Seal of the Covenant was the Spirit of Christ, 
and no outward element; and that the Supper 
was the body and blood of Christ, which the 
world doth not know." 

Then he could no longer continue that 
practice. Neither could he apply the promises 
which they said belonged to him ; for he found 
no blessed promise belonging to his unregene- 
rate nature. The wrath of God, he says, abode 
upon him for disobeying His counsel, the light 
in his conscience. But being ignorant that it 
was His counsel, he departed from it, and was 
deceived by those who encouraged him to con- 
tinue to seek the kingdom of God in outward 
observances. 

Under these sore troubles, his health became 
much impaired, and with all his efforts con- 
scientiously exerted, he found himself unable 
to fulfil the expectation of his employer; who, 
impressed with the belief that he was consump- 
tive, was desirous for medical assistance. But 
William Dewsbury, well aware of the source 
of his malady, declined the employment of 
such means for his restoration, with a solitary 
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exception in which he yielded to his master's 
wish, in order to avoid giving offence. 

Thus, for several years he continued under 
great exercise of mind, until the term of his 
apprenticeship being nearly expired, he was 
induced to enter the army through the plau- 
sible reasoning of those who raised the cry 
"Curse ye Meroz," against such as were not 
willing to unsheath their weapons in the 
cause of the Parliament ; and which they called 
" refusing to go up to the help of the Lord 
against the mighty." With this bait William 
Dewsbury was taken; and not then perceiving 
the inconsistency of the use of the sword by 
Christians, he joined "that little remnant," as 
he calls them, who entered into the civil wars 
and ** said they fought for the Gospel." 

Yet here also disappointment met him ; that 
testimony of the love of God to his soul, for 
which he longed, still eluded his search; and 
though he next sought it among the several 
sections of religious professors with which he 
was acquainted, he remained, as before, without 
its attainment. 

William Dewsbury was, probably, at this time 
about twenty-five years of age, when he married 
a young person of pious character, whose reli- 
gious sentiments were very similar to his own, 
and who proved a true help-meet to him. 
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At length, he says: "The Lord discovered to 
me that His love could not be attained by 
anything 1 could do in any outward obser- 
vances ; and in all my turnings in my carnal 
wisdom, while seeking the kingdom of God 
without, thither the flaming sword turned to 
keep the way of the Tree of Life, fenced me 
from it, cut me down, and destroyed that 
mind which thus looked out to seek the king- 
dom of heaven. Then my mind was turned 
within y by the power of the Lord to wait in 
His counsel, the light in my conscience to 
hear what the Lord would say. And His 
word came to me, ^Put up thy sword into its 
scabbard; if my kingdom were of this world, 
then would my children fight:' which word 
enlightened my heart, and discovered the 
mystery of iniquity; that the kingdom of 
Christ was within; and that my enemies being 
within and spiritual, my weapons against 
them must be spiritual also, even the power of 
God." 

Quitting the army, he applied himself to his 
former occupation of a cloth weaver. He in- 
forms us, that while thus employed, he was 
inwardly engaged to wait upon the Lord in 
the way of His judgments, until his own will 
was in good measure brought into subjection 
to the will of God. Many Scripture types 
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were opened to him, and among others, those 
which, under the characters of Cain, Esau, 
Pharaoh, &c., set forth the condemnation that 
the Man of Sin is under, and show how the 
carnal mind is not, and never can be subject to 
the law of God. Under the conviction that he 
was by nature involved in the same condemna- 
tion he was brought to the determination, 
unreservedly to cast himself upon the mercy of 
God in Christ Jesus, to do with him according 
to His will; for if condemned, he could but 
acknowledge it just ; if saved it was all of His 
free love. At length an evidence was granted, 
that for him redemption was laid up in store 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, and encouragement 
was ministered to await His coming. 

He compares the dispensation through which 
he now passed, to that of John ; one of baptism 
unto repentance, in which the way of the Lord 
was being prepared in his heart. Further dis- 
coveries of the mystery of iniquity in him were 
manifested, and the cry of his condemned soul 
became great; it could not be satisfied, but 
continually breathed and thirsted after Christ 
to save him by His blood, or else he perished 
for ever ! 

As he thus awaited the coming of Christ Jesus, 
he tells us that in the appointed time of the 
Father "He appeared, even as the lightnings 

H 1 
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from the east unto the west ; " his dead soul 
heard His voice, and by His voice was made 
to live, who created him to a lively hope 
and sealed him up in the everlasting Covenant 
of Life with His blood ! " Then/' he says, '' I 
witnessed the wages of sin to be death ; and 
the gift of God, eternal life through Jesus 
Christ my Lord." 

In 1646, William Dewsbury began to feel 
an engagement of mind to declare to others of 
the Lord's goodness. But as he was revolving 
the subject in his thoughts, he was instructed 
to wait for a future period; when it was inti- 
mated, a greater hunger and thirst after the 
knowledge of divine things would be raised in 
the hearts of the people than was yet the case. 
He consequently continued to pursue his busi- 
ness for several years. 

During this interval, he had to pass through 
many deep provings, doubtless permitted for 
his further refinement, in order to fit him for 
the work of the ministry to which he was ap- 
pointed, and for the trial of that faith which he 
had received of the Lord Jesus. He tells us, 
that he witnessed the condition of Paul. " I 
found," he remarks, " a law in my members 
warring against the law of my mind; that 
when I would do good, evil was present with 
me ; the sense of which caused me to cry * O 
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wretched man that I am! Who shall deliver 
me from the body of this death ? ' " But as 
he was crying to the Lord . to free him from 
the burden under which he groaned, the 
healing language was applied to him, " My 
grace is sufficient for thee; I will deliver 
thee." He was thus armed with patience to 
wait in the counsel of God, until it pleased 
the Lord to set him free, by " purging away 
the filthy nature*' that did him "imbondage, 
by the spirit of judgment and the spirit of 
burning. Thus," he could then say, "through 
the righteous law of life in Christ Jesus, I 
was and am made free from the body of sin 
and death; and through these great tribula- 
tions, my garments are washed and made white 
in the blood of the Lamb." 

It was in the year 1651, the date at which 
we have now arrived, that William Dews- 
bury first met with George Fox in the neigh- 
bourhood of Balby, Yorkshire ; and, having 
both of them been instructed in the same 
heavenly school, and by the same Divine 
Teacher, they found, when they thus came 
together, entire unity of sentiment to subsist 
between them. 

William Dewsbury, however, continued for 
some time longer to pursue his usual avoca- 
tions; until, as had been intimated several years 
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before would be the case, he was called to 
enter upon his public advocacy of the Truth, in 
the summer of 1642. He travelled extensively 
in the work of the Gospel in England, Scotland, 
and probably in Wales ; and many were the 
seals to his powerful ministry. 

William Dewsbury's gospel labours were, 
however, often suspended for lengthened 
periods, in consequence of the numerous and 
hard imprisonments which were his lot; on 
one occasion, in an underground dungeon at 
Nprthampton, among felons and murderers ; 
on others, in unhealthy and over-crowded jails, 
where, as in the castle at York, more than five 
hundred Friends were prisoners, and several 
laid down their lives. He was thrice confined 
at York, and twice at Warwick; at the latter 
place for about eight years on the first occa- 
sion, and afterwards, for at least six. He 
appears to have spent nearly seventeen years 
of his life within prison walls; and it may 
with truth be said of him, as of many others 
among the early Friends, **that he married 
as though he married not, and enjoyed as 
though he possessed not," so freely did he 
surrender all to serve his blessed Master. 

While thus incarcerated, he continued fer- 
vently concerned for the prosperity of Zion, 
and often visited the churches with his epistles 
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of counsel, or of encouragement; and it is 
worthy of notice, that one of these, written in 
1653, contains an outline of a system of dis- 
cipline, believed to be the earliest upon record 
among Friends; which bears considerable an- 
alogy to that introduced many years afterward 
by George Fox, and which continues in opera- 
tion down to the present day. 

He had several children by his first wife, 
Anne, who died in 1668. His second wife 
was Alice Meads of Warwick, whom he married 
in 1667. 

His last long imprisonment terminated in 
1685. His many sufferings had visibly told 
upon his constitution; yet, notwithstanding his 
great infirmities, he was induced to proceed to 
London in the year 1688. He had designed 
to attend the Yearly Meeting ; * but found 
himself unable to remain, and was favoured to 
reach his residence at Warwick by short and 
easy joumies. He only survived his arrival 
at home between two and three weeks. 

A few days before his death, he thus ad- 
dressed the Friends assembled in his chamber: 

^* My God hath put it into my heart to bear 
a testimony in His name and blessed truth. I 
can never forget the day of His great power 

• See his Sermon at Gracechurch Street Meeting, 
Sewers Hist, of Friends, vol. ii. p. 456. 



82 WILLIAM DEWSBURY. 

and blessed appearance, when He first sent 
me to preach His everlasting Gospel and to 
proclaim the day of the Lord to all people. 

" Therefore, Friends, be faithful and trust in 
the Lord your God; for this I can say, I have 
never since played the coward, but joyfully 
entered prisons as palaces; and in the prison- 
house I sung praises to my God, and esteemed 
the bolts and locks put upon me as jewels ! 

" And, Friends ! this I must once again 
testify to you in the name of the Lord God, 
that what I saw above thirty years ago, still 
rests as a testimony to leave behind me, that 
a dreadful, terrible day will certainly come 
to pass, but the time when, I cannot say; but 
all put on strength in the name of the Lord, 
and wait to feel His power to preserve you 
through the tribulations of those days. 

"And this I have further to signify, that my 
departure draws nigh. Blessed be my God ! 
I am prepared ; I have nothing to do but to 
die, and put off this corruptible and mortal 
tabernacle, this flesh that hath so many in- 
firmities; but the life that dwells in it ascends 
out of the reach of death, hell, and the grave; 
and immortality ! eternal life ! is my crown for 
ever and ever. 

" Therefore, you that are left behind, fear 
not, nor be discouraged, but go on in the 
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name and power of the Lord, and bear a 
faithful and living testimony for Him in your 
day; and the Lord will prosper His work in 
your hand, and cause His truth to flourish 
and spread abroad, for it shall have the vic- 
tory, and no weapon that is formed against it 
shall prosper." 

He concluded with fervent supplication on 
behalf of Friends everywhere, and departed in 
great peace on the seventeenth of the fourth 
month, 1688. He was probably not far from 
sixty-seven years of age : a minister about 
thirty-six years. 

His collected writings were published in 
one vol. 4to., 1689. 

(W. Dewsbury's Works : Life of Dewsbury: Sewel's Hist, 
of Friends : Geo. Fox's Journal : Besse's Sufferings : 

Piety Promoted, &e.) 
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Anne, the wife of William Dewsbury, was, at 
the time of her marriage, a young person of 
serious character, who had passed through 
great exercise of mind of a description similar 
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to that of her husband. She was associated 
in religious profession with the Ana-baptists; 
and her union with WilKam Dewsbury was 
solemnized at York^ in a congregation of that 
people. It appears to have been a season 
owned by the Divine presence ; a sense of 
which so remarkably prevailed, that there were 
but few dry eyes in the room. 

She joined the Society of Friends in 1661, 
at the same time as her husband; and was a 
sincere and upright woman, who through a 
period of great trial held fast the profession 
of her faith. 

While yet in the enjoyment of health, an 
intimation was given her of the Lord, that 
the hour of her dissolution was not far distant ; 
accompanied with an assurance that He would 
condescend to strengthen her in the time of 
her weakness, and that in Him she should 
overcome the last enemy, which is death. 
Reverently accepting the solemn warning, she 
put her house in order, and provided those 
things which might be serviceable when her 
illness and change should come. 

A month had not expired, when she was 
attacked with indisposition, which increased to 
such a degree, that to all outward appearance 
her end seemed at hand; yet the Lord pre- 
served her "in patience, fresh in His love." 
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On one occasion^ when labouring under acute 
bodily pain, she entreated her husband and 
friends, saying, "Pray to the Lord, that He 
may ease His afflicted handmaid." 

And the Lord answered their petition. 

Then she magnified His goodness, saying, 
•^Blessed be His name. He hath heard our 
prayers, and caused His handmaid to rejoice. 

Embracing her husband, she said, "Thou 
art my dear husband; thou art clear before 
the Lord, and hast discharged thy duty and 
answered thy place like an honest man ; large 
is thy reward." 

She afterwards said, " I have no guilt upon 
my spirit. In the covenant of light and life, 
sealed with the blood of Jesus, I am at eternal 
peace with the Lord." 

She exhorted the Friends present, saying, 
"O, Friends! get into the covenant; be faith- 
ful to the voice that cries ^This is the way, 
walk in it : ' " and with breathings to the 
Lord she departed to her rest. 

She died in the year 1658. 

(Piety Promoted : Life of William Dewsburj' : Barclay's 

Select Series, &c.) 
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George Whitehead was born at Sun Bigg, 
Westmoreland, about the year 1636. He in- 
forms us, that when he had attained to 
his fourteenth year, the Lord was graciously 
pleased to incline his heart to seek the know- 
ledge of His truth, that he might be made 
penitent for his past offences, and witness a 
real amendment of life. Yet he had often 
to lament that his mind was led from off the 
watch, and he would indulge in vanity, music, 
and mirth. , Thus for a time his good desires 
became quenched: and though the Lord was 
pleased secretly to follow him with reproof, 
and again to renew a right spirit within him, 
yet he knew not permanently a true stay to 
his mind. 

Soon after this period, probably about the 
year 1651, George Whitehead heard of a few 
persons called "Quakers," in Yorkshire and 
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Westmoreland, who were much reviled for the 
sake of their religion; and attracted with 
sympathy of feeling, went to one of their reli- 
gious meetings. On that occasion, it appeared 
to him that an evidence was there, of a great 
work of the power of the Lord, breaking the 
hearts of many into weeping and contrition of 
soul. And thousfh a Friend named Thomas 
Arey was for a short time engaged in the 
ministry, yet what convinced him that these 
were truly a godly people was, that observing 
a young woman leave the assembly in deep 
distress, he watched her take her seat upon 
the ground, and with her face bowed to the 
earth mourning 'and weeping, heard her ex- 
claim "Lord make me clean: O Lord, make 
me clean 1 " words^ which he says more power- 
fully affected him than all the preaching he 
ever heard. 

Confirmed in his belief that the Lord was 
gathering a people to Himself, from out of 
dead and empty forms to worship Him in 
spirit and in truth, he was induced to abandon 
the use of the ceremonial observances he had 
received by tradition from his fathers, and 
resolved to persevere among Friends; being 
fully convinced of the principles professed by 
them, and reached by the power of truth that 
was found among them. 
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Though George Whitehead had in conse- 
quence to endure opposition and hard speeches 
from his near relations, when weak and young, 
and beset with temptations and discouragement, 
yet the Lord his God helped him, and by His 
light, and the grace of His Holy Spirit, 
fully persuaded him that he was right in thus 
uniting with Friends; but that, nevertheless, 
without being converted as well as convinced, 
without being sanctified and born again, he 
could never enter Christ's Kingdom. 

Under these and similar considerations he 
resolved, in the strength of his Redeemer, to 
make an entire surrender of his whole heart 
to Him; to believe in and c^ey His Light; 
and wait in the light with diligence, that he 
might receive power to become a true child 
of God. 

As his mind was kept turned to this Light, 
he was enabled to see his inward and outward 
state, and in what degree he had wandered, 
and become corrupted and alienated from the 
life of Christ and of God: the vanity in which 
he had indulged became his burden; and the 
exercise of his soul was, to be delivered from 
it, and renewed in the spirit of his mind. 
And though he had an inward and spiritual 
warfare to pass through, that the body of 
sin might be destroyed, yet the continued 
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manifestation of the Lord's love to his soul, 
(who in the midst of judgment remembered 
mercy,) did break and tender his heart; causing 
him to be more mindful of the work of the 
Lord his God, more to consider the operation of 
His hand. He writes respecting these early- 
experiences in the course of his spiritual travel 
and progress, that when the Lord was graci- 
ously pleased to lead him through the law, 
judgment, and condemnation against sin in the 
flesh, (which Christ came to condemn,) in 
order to bring him to the more glorious minis- 
tration and law of the Spirit of Life in Christ 
Jesus, that by degrees, through the obedience 
of faith, waiting and persevering in the grace, 
light, and truth received, he witnessed the axe 
to be laid at the very root of the corrupt tree, 
as well as the cutting oflF the superfluous 
branches; in order, that a thorough work of 
regeneration might be wrought, victory ex- 
perienced over Satan and his work of sin; and, 
redeemed by Christ Jesus from the world 
and its spirit, he might bring forth fruit unto 
holiness. 

Our blessed Lord declared when personally 
upon earth, *'If any man will do my will, he 
shall know of the doctrine," and so George 
Whitehead found it to be. In the day of 
the Lord's power, and as light was given, a 
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willingness was wrought in him to obey and 
follow Christ in that thing which was made 
known to him, and he took up his cross faith- 
fully, as every man must do who will be a 
true disciple. Thus by the immediate teaching 
of the Grace and Spirit of the Lord Jesus, 
he came livingly to believe, understand, and 
receive those doctrines and principles essential 
to a Christian life, and to salvation. Brought 
into the New Covenant, the glorious dispen- 
sation of son-ship, his lips could say in truth 
and love, Abba, Father! Reconciled to God 
through the death of His Son, Jesus Christ, 
that peace which the world cannot give, nor 
the carnal mind comprehend, was his. In this 
heavenly covenant, the Lord blotted out his 
former transgressions, and gave him rest. 
" O," he says, " My cry, my soul's breathing, 
my inward spiritual travail, my watchinga, and 
prayers, have been ^ Lord preserve and keep 
me in Thy holy fear, in humility, in the sense 
of Thy power; that I may never depart from 
Thee, nor from Thy Covenant; that I may 
never dishonour Thy truth, nor our holy 
profession.' " 

About the eighteenth year of his age, that 
" mystery which hath been hid from ages and 
generations, but now is made manifest to His 
saints," even the mystery of Christ come in 
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Spirit according to His promise, was made 
known in George Whitehead's experience. He 
felt and witnessed the power and coming of 
Christ inwardly in Spirit, both to sanctify his 
heart and give him understanding to do His will. 
And believing himself called to bear public testi- 
mony to His name, and to declare His inward 
and spiritual work in man, George Whitehead 
was engaged to wait for the Lord's power to 
move and work in him, that he might labour in 
His service according to His will, and not other- 
wise to run in his own will, wisidom, 6r strength, 
nor to stretch himself beyond his measure; know- 
ing that without Christ, His power, presence, 
help, and counsel, he could indeed do nothing. 
He says, that when the Lord thus gave him 
a gift and part of the ministry of the Gospel 
of Christ and of the Grace of God, though he 
obeyed in much weakness, fear, and trembling, 
yet he could acknowledge that the Lord helped 
him, and from small beginnings increased his 
gift : so that in silently waiting upon the Lord, 
and secretly breathing to Him, the spring of 
life would arise and open counsel afresh, to 
the refreshment of his own soul, and as he 
declared it, to that of others. " Many times," 
he could say, "hath my soul been brought 
low and the Lord helped me, and renewed 
my strength to persevere in His service ; 
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sensible that the more low I was in myself, and 
the more in fear toward God, the more He 
would manifest His power and bless my en- 
deavours. Let Him have the praise of all who 
alone is for ever worthy." 

In the year 1654, George Whitehead began 
to travel abroad in the work of the ministry, 
seeking to turn the people from the forms and 
shadows to the life and substance of religion ; 
that knowing Christ to be their Teacher, 
Leader, and Saviour, they might experience 
eternal redemption through Him. In this work 
he continued through a long life, an indefati- 
gable and faithful labourer. 

In the earlier years of his ministry especially, 
he suffered great opposition, hardships, severe 
whipping, long and sore imprisonments; indeed 
he remarks: "In those days, prisons and jails 
were made sanctuaries and places of refuge and 
safety to us from the tumultuous mob; and 
although I suffered both in tumults and impri- 
sonments and by hard usage in them, the Lord 
helped and sustained me by His divine power 
and goodness, so that I was not weary of His 
service, nor my spirit faint in my sufferings. 
The grateful remembrance of His love to my 
soul in those days, remains upon my spirit; 
praised be our God for evermore." 

On one occasion during his imprisonment in 
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Edmundsbury jail, George Whitehead, with his 
fellow-prisoners, George Fox the younger and 
George Bofe, was thrust down into a dismal 
and unwholesome dungeon nearly four yards 
under ground, having in its centre a dangerous 
well, with bars one foot apart, and of great, 
but to them unknown, depth. They were 
therefore obliged to keep close to the sides of 
the cell, where, in *' the sweet enjoyment and 
living sense of His glorious presence, they sang 
praises to the Lord their God, in entire resigna- 
tion to His will, to suffer what He might 
permit in His cause." 

George Whitehead's exertions for the relief 
of Friends subjected to imprisonment for con- 
science sake, are well known. He believed it to 
be his duty to travel to London, and to remain 
there during the whole of the great sickness of 
1665, when he tells us that 68,596 persons died 
in the metropolis, of the plague, according to the 
weekly biQs of mortality.* During that trying 
period he visited the Friends, prisoners at the 
point of death, as well as others in the city, and 
also the fifty-five innocent men and women. 
Friends, who had been transferred from New- 
gate and embarked on board a vessel called the 
Black Eagle, under sentence of transportation 
to the Virginian Plantations ; the most of whom 

* George Whitehead's Christian Progress, p. 293. 
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were infected with the plague, and twenty-seven 
of whom died. In 1672, the liberation of more 
than four hundred Friends was obtained chiefly 
through his instrumentality; and it is interest- 
ing to find the names of other protestant 
dissenters, (including that of John Bunyan,) 
comprehended by permission of the King 
in the same Warrant under the Great Seal.* 
Respecting this circumstance George Whitehead 
remarks, " I was very glad that they (the other 
protestant dissenters) partook of the same bene- 
fit; our being of different judgments and 
societies did not abate my compassion, or 
charity, even toward them who had been my 
opposers in some cases. Blessed be the Lord 
my God, whose love and mercies in Christ Jesus 
to us, should oblige us to be merciful and kind 
one to another; we being required to love 
mercy, as well as ^to do justly, and to walk 
humbly with our God." 

In 1686^ his beloved wife, Anne, formerly 
Anne Downer, to whom he had been married 
for seventeen years, died in great peace, having 
by faith and faithfulness in our Lord Jesus 
Christ, obtained a good report in her place 
and service in the church. 

In 1688, he married a second time, Anne, 

* The Original Instrument is preserved among the 
Records, at Devonshire-House Meeting-House, London. 
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daughter of Richard Goddard, of Reading, 
formerly a captain in the army. 

George Whitehead, was also a chief instru- 
ment in obtaining the passing of an Act of 
Parliament, in 1696, which made legal the 
affirmations of Friends. 

His life, even almost to its close, was one of 
remarkable industry and vigour. He continued 
in old age to preach the Gospel with power, and 
weight, and true authority: while in meetings 
for the transaction of the disipline of the church 
where sometimes diversity of sentiment might 
arise, we are told "he would express his 
thoughts with a convincing force and solidity 
of reasoning, no less admirable than the un- 
spotted integrity of his grey hairs was honour- 
able." 

For some weeks before his death, he was 
prevented by severe illness from attending reli- 
gious meetings, but he often expressed his 
earnest longings for the welfare of the church, 
and that Friends might ever live in love and 
unity. 

He continued in a patient resigned frame of 
mind to the will of God, waiting for his great 
change; rather disiring to be dissolved and be 
with Christ; saying: "The sting of death is 
taken away." A little before his departure he 
remarked that he had a renewed sight, or 
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remembranoe, of his labours and traTels, that he 
had gone through from his first conTincement ; 
he looked upon them with abundance of com- 
fort and satisfaction, and admired how the 
presence of the Lord had attended and carried 
him through them alL 

He died in the beginning of 1723, in the 
eightr-seTenth year of his age : a minister abont 
sixty-eight years. 

'G. Whitdiead*s Guistiaii P ru gna s : SeweFs Hist.: 
G. Fox's Joanuil : Besse's Sidferings : &c.) 



JOHN BLAKELING, 



OF DKAW WELL, ^TEAK SEBBEBGE, TORKSHTRE. 



John Bulkbleng was bom in 16S5, and was 
conirinced by George Fox in 165S. His wife, 
&ther, and mother, seTerally joined the Society 
of Friends at the same period. Between two 
and three years later, John BlakeUng receired 
a gift in the ministry, in the exercise of 
which he trareUed extensirely in England and 
Scotland; continuing diligent in the serrice 
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committed to him, until prevented by the in- 
creasing infirmities incident to advanced age. 

He is described as a man possessed of a 
discerning spirit, a solid judgment, and a deep 
understanding in the things of God ; in 
ministry weighty; an example of humility; 
zealous for good order in the church; steadfast 
in his endeavours to maintain the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace ; of a liberal 
heart, assisting his poorer brethren in their 
need, and helping them to overcome their 
difficulties. 

He suffered imprisonment for his testimony, 
both in Tynemouth castle, Northumberland, 
and many times in that of York. His property 
was largely distrained upon, on account of his 
attendance of religious meetings, and for eccle- 
siastical demands. 

The consciousness that when in the vigour 
of his days he had endeavoured faithfully to 
serve the Lord, was at thfe close of life a 
source of great contentment and peace. Love 
was the clothing of his chastened spirit; that 
love, which, he observes, ** flows from Christ 
the fountain of love, by and in whom my life 
standeth." 

He several times remarked, what a comfort 
it was to feel "the Lord's peace and presence 
with him ; " and a few days before his death 
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he said to his old and intimate friend, Thomas 
Camm, " Thou and I have not sought our own 
interest, but have devoted ourselves to serve 
the Lord ; He is and will be our great reward. 
I enjoy the earnest of that peace and rest God 
hath laid up for His people; and if thou and 
I should never have opportunity to meet again 
in the outward, yet in eternity, our spirits, 
with the spirits of just men made perfect, shall 
meet never to part again." His death was 
easy; and we cannot doubt that for him the 
pearl gates were opened, through the abound- 
ing love and mercy of God, in Christ Jesus 
his Saviour. 

John Blakeling's death occurred in 1705, 
in the eightieth year of his age. He was a 
minister for more than fifty years. 

(Piety Promoted: Besse's Sufiferings: George Fox's 

Journal, &'e.) 



FRANCIS BLAKELING, 



OF WINDER, SEDBEEGII, YORKSHIRE. 



Francis Blakbling was twenty-one years of 
age, when he was convinced by George Fox, in 
1652. He was a cheerful sufferer for the truth, 
both in the spoiling of his goods and lengthen- 
ed imprisonment in York castle; a faithful 
minister of the Gospel, who had a testimony 
which was not long but plain, and who was 
enabled to hit the mark, both in administering 
reproof to sinners and comfort to the mourners 
in Zion. 

To the Friends who visited him in his last 
illness, he expressed himself resigned to the 
will of God, whether to live or die; often tell- 
ing them that the Lord had ever been, and 
continued to be, " very good and favourable to 
him ; " that he found " nothing but peace to his 
soul from the Lord; and that he was ready to 
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leave this world whenever He should be pleased 
to call him out of it." 

He was sustained to the end in much cheer- 
fulness^ his spirit increasing in sweetness ; and 
as he lived, he died, in love and unity with 
his brethren. 

His death occurred in 1704, at the age of 
seventy-three years. 

(Piety Promoted, &c.) 
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Edward Burrough was born at Underbarrow, 
in the Barony of Kendal, Westmoreland, about 
the year 1635. His parents, who were in a 
respectable station in life, were careful to give to 
their son an education of the best description 
which that part of the country afforded. 

We are told by his friend Francis Howgil, 
that in his boyhood Edward Burrough's know- 
ledge and understanding far exceeded his years ; 
and that he possessed the spirit of a man when he 
was but a child. Not addicted to youthful fol- 
lies, he feared the Lord and walked uprightly 
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according to the light and knowledge received ; 
his mind intent on the best things; delighting 
in the company of the best men; seeking after 
that mode of worship which appeared to him 
to be most accordant with the Scriptures. In 
natural disposition, bold, manly, fervent, he 
was dexterous in accomplishing that which he 
undertook; and what his hand found to do, he 
did it with his might. He was loving, kind, 
courteous, merciful, flexible, easy to be entreat- 
ed; little caring for boyish sports, but delight- 
ing to read and meditate on the Holy Scriptures, 
"his very strength bended after God." 

Yet, though his friends entertained this 
favourable view of his character; though thus 
educated by his parents in the profession of 
religion, and accustomed regularly to assemble 
on the first day of the week with the congrega- 
tion to which they belonged, he tells us himself 
that he was conscious he was wanton and light, 
too much living in pleasure, " not knowing God 
but by hear-say and tradition." 

When he had attained to nearly twelve years 
of age, he says, he found that something stirred 
with him, and convinced him that there was 
a higher and more excellent way than that 
in which he was then exercised. He there- 
fore attended the ministry of the most 
esteemed preachers, and would go several miles 
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to hear those whose doctrine appeared to be 
more consonant with his views of truth than 
that of others. 

He now became more strict in his outward 
demeanour^ but at the same time '^ head-know^ 
ledge " and spiritual pride increased. And when 
he would sometimes reprove his former acquaint- 
ances for their follies, they began to scorn and 
to mock him, calling him " Soundhead," and the 
like. He yet confesses that all his head-know- 
ledge could not satisfy the longings of his 
soul: and he relates that when he was about 
seventeen years of age he was often struck with 
terror after he had been praying ; for it was said 
to him, "Thou art ignorant of God: thou know- 
est not where He is, nor who He is: to what 
purpose is thy prayer? " And such dread came 
upon him, that many a time when so engaged he 
was forced suddenly to desist. For the Spirit 
of God moved upon his spirit, and made him 
to tremble at the reproofs of instruction. He 
was shown that he was veiy ignorant; the car- 
nal knowledge he had gathered respecting a 
God, died ; he was deprived of the delights 
he formerly loved; the beauty of all earthly 
things vanished. And he went from one man 
to another, enquiring, " What God was whom 
they professed ? " But he obtained no saiistsic^ 
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He was thus by degrees separated more and 
more from the world. The eloquent preaching 
of those whom he had formerly so much 
admired, had lost its beauty. Then it pleased 
the Lord, in love to his soul, further to reveal 
Himself, and grant him times of sweet refresh- 
ment from His presence, with abundance of 
joy and peace, and precious openings of the 
living truth. The mysteries contained in Holy 
Scripture were measurably brought home to his 
understanding, and he perceived some of the 
many glorious things, which to the wise and 
prudent are concealed under the letter, but 
which the Lord revealeth to His babes. And 
he rejoiced and sang praise, "because he was 
brought out of the land of darkness," and 
could say " I am in the light." He thus 
increased in knowledge ; but not being careful 
to dwell low under the cross of Christ, he ran 
before his blessed Guide. He found that he 
had advanced beyond many of the priests and 
professors: so that he now only followed the 
very highest Notionists, who preached lofty 
discourses while the fleshly man was still at 
liberty. He became one with these, and was 
looked upon by them as exceeding wise: for 
his former fears were gone, and he had gotten 
from under judgment. 

Now pride grew more than ever, self-conceit. 
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presumption, and liberty to the carnal mind. 
His enjoyment was in conversing of those high 
experiences intended for his own instruction, 
but wherewith he played the prodigal, and gave 
"that which is holy unto the dogs ; " for wisdom 
was hid from him. Here he lived pleasantly ; 
for he had the true God and His truth in his 
comprehension, but he had the world in his 
heart. That which had formerly been stained 
in his view, had its beauty again restored. 
Pride, coveteousness, and the earthly spirit 
ruled: for he went after other lovers; forsook 
the Lord his Redeemer ; his mind became 
darkened; and he lost that good estate which he 
had once enjoyed. Yet he retained in his 
memory his former experiences, and could talk 
about them though they were dead to him. 
Yet something within him began to question 
how it was with him. He saw himself to be 
more ignorant than formerly, and at times 
desires were raised in his heart, to get back 
to that place from which he had wandered. 
But he began to devote himself to the acquire- 
ment of wealth, in which he gloried. And he 
fed himself with that he had formerly enjoyed, 
quieting his conscience by saying within himself 
" Whon^ God loves once. He loves for ever : " 
but he observes, " That was then head, and 
ruled in me, which He loved never." 
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Yet the Lord followed him in love. The 
witness for God, which lay as it were slain, 
(which the earthly nature made merry over,) 
would give him no rest. Something shone 
deep into the recesses of his heart, which 
showed him the emptiness of his ignorant 
profession, and he grew weary of hearing 
the priests, though never so high. And many 
a time in considering the things that had come 
to pass, he tells us, he was completely put to 
a stand. 

At this important juncture the steps of 
George Fox were directed to Underbarrow. 
"He spoke," EdwaM Burrough tells us, "a 
language I knew not, notwithstanding all my 
high talking; for it was higher and yet lower. 
And through the word spoken to me by him, 
the witness being raised, I began to see myself 
where I was, and what I had been doing: and 
I saw I had been making an image to the 
first beast, which had been wounded by a 
sword and did live: whose deadlv wound was 
healed. Then I saw mvself to be a child of 
wrath; and a day of thick darkness, of weeping, 
mourning, and misery, a day of vengeance and 
recompense such as I had never known, came 
upon me, and I was at my wits' end. One 
vial of wrath [succeeded] another, and [she] 
who had made me drunk with the wine of her 
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fornication, was to be judged, and to drink of 
the wine of the wrath of God. Then I sepa- 
rated from the glory of the world, from all 
my acquaintance and kindred, and betook my- 
self to the company of a poor, despised people, 
called Quakers; and have chosen rather to 
suffer affliction with a poor despised people, 
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season 
with the multitude. I am despised by my 
neighbours and carnal acquaintances, and am 
not greater than my Lord, who was called a 
blasphemer and deceiver, as now I am; but 
praised, praised be the Lord for evermore, in 
whom my soul hath full satisfaction, joy, and 
content; who hath separated me from the 
world and worldly glories, and hath made me 
a partaker of His love ! " 

Edward Burrough was thus about seventeen 
years of age, when in 1652 he was convinced 
of the truth by George Fox, as above related; 
and the same year, he became, under the 
constraining power of the Spirit of Truth, a 
preacher of the gospel of peace and salvation, 
through a crucified and risen Lord, mighty in 
word and in deed. He was we are told a 
diligent labourer; a breaker up of the rough 
and untilled ground; one who pressed through 
all opposition not minding the briers and thorns 
which beset his path. Though often buffeted. 
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and in peril from unreasonable men, sufferings 
he did not regard, but the good of souls. He 
seldom allowed himself many hours repose, 
bi^t made the Lord's work his sole business, 
and scarcely spent one week to himself in ten 
years. 

In the summer of 1654, Edward Burrough, 
Francis Howgil, Anthony Pearson, John Camm, 
and Richard Hubberthom, were the first min- 
isters among Friends who publicly preached 
in the city of London, where they were instru- 
mental in gathering many to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

In the autumn he accompanied Francis 
Howgil to Bristol, where, and in the neigh- 
bouring towns, for nearly seven weeks they 
continued to hold very large meetings: after 
which they returned to London, and rejoiced 
to find " the plantation " flourish. Early in 
1655, Francis Howgil writes from thence, 
" The last First-day there were ten meetings 
in the city, and the work lieth on George Fox 
and we two : here are a precious people who 
grow up in wisdom and life, and many are 
added." 

In 1655, Edward Burrough and Francis 
Howgil visited the principal towns in Norfolk, 
Suffolk, Cambridge, and Huntingdonshire. 
They afterward proceeded to Ireland, and for 



108 EDWARD BCRROUGH. 

three months laboured in Dublin, until perse- 
cution was stirred up against them. On the 
close of their services in that city, they travelled 
southward, and from Cork were banished the 
country by order of Henry Cromwell. The 
soldiers of the military guard that conducted 
them to the port of embarkation, were, how- 
ever, kind to them, and permitted them to hold 
religious meetings in the towns upon the road. 

During the six years following, Edward 
Burrough laboured unweariedly and exten- 
sively in England (at Bristol especially,) in 
the service of the Gospel. He several times 
also visited Ireland, and likewise Scotland. 
But the city of London may be said, neverthe- 
less, to have had a chief share of his minis- 
trations ; and he often remarked, " I can freelv 
go to that city and lay down my life for a 
testimony to that Truth I have declared through 
the Power and Spirit of God : " and this in the 
end was his lot. 

In 1662, being once more visiting the Friends 
of Bristol and parts adjacent, he observed to 
many, that "he did not know he should see 
their faces any more," exhorting them to faith- 
fulness; and to some he said, "I am going 
up to the city of London to lay down my life 
for the Gospel, and suffer among Friends of 
that place." 
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At the period of his return to London, the 
persecution of Friends which followed upon 
the rising of the "Fifth Monarchy Men" was 
at its height. He was seized by the military 
shortly after his arrival, while preaching in the 
Bull and Mouth Meeting-house, and committed 
by alderman Richard Brown to Newgate. He 
was probably tried at the Old Bailey sessions, 
and was fined one hundred and twenty marks, 
which was, however, afterward reduced to 
twenty: but declining on conscientious grounds 
to pay it, he was returned to prison. 

He remained prisoner in Newgate for about 
eight months, along with from one hundred 
and twenty to one hundred and forty Friends, 
who were also confined there for conscience 
sake. Many of them were incarcerated with 
the felons; and in the overcrowded state of 
the jail, deprived of sufficient air, and almost 
every common necessary which human existence 
requires, it is no wonder that several among 
them sickened and died, and of this number 
Edward Burrough was one. For though a 
special order for the release of Friends was 
obtained from the King, Charles II., yet the 
enmity of those concerned in their committal, 
prevented its being carried into effect, and 
Edward Burrough never received the benefit 
of it. 

L 
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Being attacked with illness^ he was rery 
fervent in prayer both on his own account, 
and on behalf of Friends, and at Tarious times 
gave utterance to many sweet and consolatory 
expressions. "I have had,*' he said, "the 
testimony of the Lord's love to me from my 
youth, and my heart hath given up to His will. 
I have preached the Gospel freely in this 
city, and have often given up my life for the 
Gospel's sake: and now, Lord! open my heart, 
and see if it be not right before Thee." At 
another time he observed: *'No iniquity lies 
at my door; but the presence of the Lord is 
with me, and His life I feel to justify me." 

He exhorted the Friends present to live in 
peace and love, n6r did he forget to pray for 
his persecutors; but naming one of the most 
unrelenting, said : " Lord forgive Richard 
Brown, if it be possible that he may be for- 
given." 

His friend Josiah Cole has also recorded 
that he made use of these memorable words: 
" Though this body of clay must return to the 
dust, yet I have this testimony, that I have 
served God in my generation : and that spirit 

WHICH HATH LIVED, AND ACTED, AND RULED 
IN ME, SHALL YET BREAK FORTH IN THOU- 
SANDS!" "And," the same Friend observes, 
**my faith is it shall be even so." 
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Feeling death approach, he said : " Now my 
soul and spirit is centred into its own being 
with God, and this form of person must return 
from whence it is taken." 

Thus the earthly career of this soldier of 
the Lamb, closed; who, having finished his 
testimony, ^^is now, crowned with the crown 
of Kfe, and reigns with the Lord Christ for 
ever." * 

He died in his twenty-eighth year, unmar- 
ried, in the end of 1662 ; a minister for nearly 
ten years. 

(Edward Burrough's Works : Sewel's Hist. : G. Fox's 

Journal : Barclay's Letters of Early Friends : 

Caton M.S.S.: &c.) 



* Geo. Fox's Testimony concerning him. 



FRANCIS HOWGIL, 

OF TODTHOENE, XEAR URATRIGG, WESTMORELAND. 



Francis Howgil was bom about the year 
1618. He received an university education, 
and being of a serious turn of mind, was 
successively a teacher among several bodies of 
professing christians : but not meeting with that 
spiritual comfort which he thirsted to enjoy, 
about the thirty-fourth year of his age, he 
united with the religious society of Friends in 
which he became a devoted minister. 

He has left upon record an interesting ac- 
count of his early experience. He tells us, 
that when about twelve years of age, he 
earnestly sought "to know that God whom 
the world professed," and of whom he read 
in Holy Scripture, whom Abraham, Moses, 
the Prophets, and Apostles, served and 
worshipped. He became very strict in his 
religious duties; he often desired to be alone; 
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he gave himself much to reading and me- 
ditation. He began to see that the sports 
in which youth delights ^^are vanity, and last 
but for a moment." When he had indulged 
in folly, he found afterward, that he was 
judged in himself for what he had done, and 
this sense of condemnation often caused him 
to weep. For some time he would refrain ; 
but again the temptation offered, and again he 
was overcome. He therefore endeavoured to 
abstain from the company of those who by 
their conduct and conversation allured him into 
evil; and he did not go to the former 
excesses, although ^* something in him han- 
kered after them : " but as he obeyed the 
checks of conscience he had peace. 

He now "read much, and prayed often three 
or four times a day;" yet, he says, "he knew 
not where God was, but imagined a God at 
a distance." But being still condemned for 
his vanity, he adopted a course more strict, 
and would go five or six miles to hear " some 
more excellent means, (as they called it.") 
Nevertheless he only grew in words; he found 
himself the same, nay worse, for knowledge 
puffed him up. 

Such continued to be his condition for 
several years. But when at length his attention 
was turned within, it was shown him that his 
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heart was corrupt: and as he kept within, the 
eye of his mind directed to the light in his 
conscience, he was restrained from many 
things he would otherwise have yielded to ; 
for often in the very instant when about to 
commit sin, either in word or deed, he was 
stopped. When he saw himself thus preserved 
out of the error to which he had been in 
danger to yield, great joy arose in him; but 
when through disobedience to that which thus 
checked him he did anything forwardly or 
rashly, he was judged in himself for it. But 
this, his teachers said, was only his natural 
conscience; and, hearkening to them, he 
slighted that heavenly light which illumi- 
nated his conscience, as being too low a thing, 
only "common grace." They told him, that 
the saints had "a peculiar grace and faith." 
So he listened to those who darkened counsel 
by words without knowledge ; but he was 
still convicted of sin. 

Then, Francis Howgil observes, they said 
that the paints believed in Christ, and therefore 
His righteousness was imputed to them, and 
sin was not imputed; "so that I must seek 
Him in the means, as prayer and receiving 
the sacrament, as they called it; and they 
judged me a worthy communicant; and I was 
in great fear least I should eat unworthily. 
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and none coiild instruct me what the body of 
Christ was." 

He continues: "At one time I read all the 
Scriptures that spake of Christ's sufferings. 
The teachers said I must believe that He 
suffered for me, and I believed it all, yet I 
could not see how He died for me, and had 
taken away my sin; for the Witness for God 
in my conscience, told me T was the servant 
of sin while I committed it. They told me I 
must not omit that ordinance, (the sacrament, 
so called,) for thereby faith was confirmed and 
strength added. On one hand they pressed 
it as a duty; on the other, I saw that the 
Scriptures said, ' He that eateth unworthily, 
eateth damnation to himself.' I was in fear, 
though none from without could accuse me. 
I thought I had sinned against the Holy 
Ghost, and great trouble fell upon me. Then 
they said I had not come prepared; yet I 
had all the preparation they had spoken of; 
but they were physicians of no value." 

Francis Howgil informs us, that at this 
period, he fasted, and prayed, and walked 
mournfully, and thought surely none were like 
him, buffeted and tempted upon every hand. 
He ran from one man to another for help, 
and they reminded him of the promises; but 
he could not apply them; he knew that the 
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body of sin was whole, and that the root of 
iniquity remained within him. When he told 
them that he felt there was guilt in him, they 
replied that our sin was taken away by Christ, 
but that the guilt would remain as long as we 
live. So he would say within his heart, this 
is a miserable salvation, that the guilt and 
condemnation of sin shall still remain! Thus, 
though preserved from gross evil, sorrow com- 
passed him about, and he was led to question 
all he had ever experienced, which they said 
wafi grace, repentance, or faith. 

At length he ceased to mind their doctrine ; 
for he said, "Surely this is not the ministry of 
Christ ! " He retired into solitary places, and 
wept. All that he had ever done seemed to 
be brought before him, insomuch that even 
every thought was judged. His heart was 
tendered and greatly broken. When he could 
sorrow most, he had most peace; for something 
spake within him from the Lord, though he 
fully knew Him not then. He says, "he was 
told that it was heresy to expect the word of 
the Lord to be spoken in these days," for that 
it was only to be found in the Scriptures. So 
he was persuaded not much to regard it; yet 
he was nevertheless led to do many righteous 
things by the immediate power and word of 
God. Then peace and joy sprang up in him. 
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and the promise was applied to him, that God 
himself would be his Teacher and his God. 
And he often obeyed, contrary to his own will, 
and denied himself; but he was told, that to do 
so, was " legal," and that " it was slavery." 
He therefore tried to get above fear, and united 
in what are called *^ ordinances ; " which, they 
said, was son-like obedience for that Christ 
had done all without us. 

Yet he was not at rest. Though he joined 
one society of religionists after another, he 
found no peace, no guide. Some preached the 
doctrine of free grace, as they termed it; that 
all sin is done away by Christ, past, present, 
and to come; and said that it is only necessary 
to believe this doctrine, and all is finished. To 
this he hearkened a little, and so lost his con- 
dition. But which ever way he turned, this 
language was spoken in him, " His servant 
thou art whom thou dost obey : " and so, being 
overcome by sin, he had no justification wit- 
nessed in him, but condemnation. 

Then • some preached Christ within, who were 
themselves without. And these spoke of re- 
demption and justification within ; and of God 
appearing in man, and overcoming the power 
of the devil. He tells us, "The Light in my 
conscience bore witness that it must be so ; and 
I was exceedingly pressed to wait and find it 
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SO ; and something in me breathed after the 
living God. And I had a true love to all that 
walked honestly, of what profession soever; and 
I hated their reviling one another, or that they 
should persecute one another, and I always took 
part with the sufferer. But I saw that though 
these spoke of things within, and of a power to 
come, they enjoyed not what they spoke of; 
for the same fruits were still brought forth." 

" At last," he says, " I saw, that none walk- 
ed as the ministers of Christ ; none that pre- 
tended to the ministry had any such gift, nor 
were any of them such members as were in the 
Apostles* times : and I got myself rid of them, 
for, always as I dissented from their judgment, 
they hated and persecuted me." 

" Now, it was revealed in me that the Lord 
would teach His people Himself. So I waited. 
And the word of the Lord was in me, that 
the time was at hand when the dead should 
hear the voice of the Son of God. And it 
burned in me as a fire, that the day was 
near when it should not be said, * Lo here, nor 
lo there ; ' but all the Lord's people should 
be taught of Him. Still my mind ran out 
into carelessness ; for I knew not the cross 
of Christ. Yet I had ever, as my mind was 
turned to the Light, pure openings ; and a belief 
that I should see the day, and bear witness 
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to His name. So when things opened so fast, 
the wisdom of the flesh caught them ; and I 
went up and down preaching against all the 
ministry : and I also ran out with that which 
was revealed in myself, and preached up and 
down the country out of the fulness that was 
in the old bottle, and was wondered after and 
admired by many who had waded up and 
down like myself: and we fed one another 
with words, and healed up one another in 
deceit, and all laid down in sorrow when the 
day of the Lord was made manifest. For I 
was overthrown, and my foundation swept 
away; and my righteousness and my unright- 
eousness, were judged, and weighed, and found 
too light." 

At this period, the year 1662, George Fox 
was the means of convincing the teachers of 
the congregation accustomed to meet at Fir- 
bank Chapel, Westmoreland, who all joined 
in christian profession with him : among these 
was the subject of the present memoir, 

Francis Howgil remarks, respecting this im- 
portant change in his religious views : " As 
soon as I heard one declare that the light 
of Christ in man is the way to Christ, I 
believed the eternal word of truth, and the 
light of God in my conscience sealed to it. 
I saw it was the true and faithful witness for 
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Christ Jesus. My eyes were opened; and 
all things were brought to remembrance that 
I had ever done; the dreadful day of the 
Lord fell upon me, sorrow, pain, fear, terror, 
for the sight that I saw with mine eyes. In 
the morning I wished it had been evening, 
and in the evening I wished it had been 
morning. I sought death in that day, and 
could not find it, it fled from me. I became 
a fool, and as a man distracted. All was 
overturned. I suflTered the loss of all; for all 
that ever I did, I saw was in the accursed 
nature. 

** But as I bore the indignation of the Lord, 
[I found] the serpent's head began to be brais- 
ed. And as I gave up all to judgment, the 
captive came forth out of prison, and my 
heart was filled with joy. I came to behold 
Him whom I had pierced. Then I saw the 
cross of Christ, and stood by it; and the 
enmity was slain by it; the new man was 
made, so making peace; and eternal life was 
brought in through death and judgment. I 
received from God the perfect gift; the holy 
law of God was revealed unto me, and was 
written in my heart; and His fear, and His 
word which did kill, now made alive. 

** Thus it pleased the Father to reveal His 
Son in me through death, and I came to witness 
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cleansing by His blood, which, is eternal. I 
have peace in doing the will of God, and am 
entered into the true rest, and lie down with 
the lambs in the fold of God, where the 
sons of God rejoice together, and the saints 
keep holiday." 

Such is the substance of Francis Howgil's 
account of his religious experience. And now, 
introduced into the glorious liberty of the 
Gospel, he was concerned freely to preach that 
Gospel to others ; and we are told, that, no 
longer satisfied to retain the money he had 
formerly received for his services as a teacher 
in the parish of Colton, in Furness Fells, Lanca- 
shire, he esteemed himself " commanded of the 
Lord to go and return that money to the parish 
and people from which he had received it ; " 
which he accordingly did. 

In 1652, the year of his convincement, Francis 
Howgil travelled, in company with James Nay- 
lor, in the work of the ministry through portions 
of his native county of Westmoreland; and 
though they both underwent an unjust impris- 
onment of nearly five months in Appleby jail, 
yet after his liberation, Francis Howgil continued 
to journey up and down on foot, boldly declar- 
ing the word of the Gospel, and directing the 
attention of the people to Christ Jesus, as their 
Teacher and their Saviour. 

M 
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In 1654, he laboured extensively in London, 
along with Edward Bnrrough, Anthony Pearson, 
John Audland, John Camm, and Richard Hub- 
berthorne; and large meetings of Friends were 
in consequence established in that city. 

In 1655, he visited Ireland in company with 
Edward Burrough. After three months spent 
in united labour in Dublin, they separated, and 
Francis Howgil went to Kilkenny, Waterford, 
Younghall, and was* rejoined by Edward 
Burrough at Cork. From thence they were 
expelled the nation by order of Henry Cromwell, 
Lord Deputy of Ireland. 

In 1661, he was imprispned in London, on 
the false accusation of being concerned in the 
insurrection of the " Fifth Monarchy Men." 

In 1663, he was arrested in the market at 
Kendal, where he was engaged in the affairs 
of his business, and brought before the bench 
of magistrates; who gratuitously tendered to 
him the oath of allegiance and supremacy, 
(well knowing that for conscience sake he 
could not swear at all ; ) and upon his refusal, 
committed him to Appleby jail. 

An account of his trial at the assizes is given 
in his works, entitled " The Dawnings of the 
Gospel Day." It resulted in a premunire, 
which was then considered to include imprison- 
ment for life. On judgment being pronounced. 
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Francis Howgil observed: " A hard sentence for 
my' obedience to the commands of Christ! The 
Lord forgive you all," 

He bore his lengthened confinement with 
much patience ; indeed he dates one of his 
epistles "From Appleby jail, the place of my 
rest, where my days and hours ai*e pleasant 
unto me/' His meekness and christian resig- 
nation gained him the esteem of the jailor and 
his family ; as well as of the inhabitants of 
Appleby, many of whom were wont to refer 
their differences to his aibitration. 

After neai-ly five years' imprisonment he was 
seized with his last illness, which was only of 
about nine days' duration. He continued very 
fervent in prayer, and uttered many sweet ex- 
pressions, to the refreshment of those who were 
with him. 

On one occasion he observed: "God will own 
His people, even those who are faithful. As 
for me, I am well, and content to die ; and 
truly one thing I have observed, which is that 
this generation passeth fast away. We see 
many precious Friends within these few years 
have been taken from us; therefore Friends 
had need to watch and be very faithful, so that 
we may leave a good and not a bad savour to 
the succeeding generation; for it is but little 
time that any of us have to stay here." 
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At another time he remarked : " This was 
the place of my first imprisonment for the 
Truth ; and if it be the place of my laying 
down the body, I am content." 

Several respectable inhabitants of Appleby, 
not of the Society of Friends, coming to see 
him, some of them prayed that God might 
speak peace to his soul: to whom he sweetly 
said, "He hath done it." 

A ] few hours before his death he observed : 
" I have sought the way of the Lord from a 
child, and lived innocently as amongst men; 
and if any enquire concerning my latter end, 
let them know that I die in the faith which I 
lived and suffered for." 

After this he uttered words of prayer to God, 
and peacefully finished his course, a prisoner, 
like many more, for the testimony of Jesus. 

He died the twentieth of first month, 1669, 
in the fiftieth year of his age : a minister about 
seventeen years. 

(Caton MSS. : G. Fox's Journal : Francis Howgil's Works ; 
SeweFs Hist. : Besse's Sufferings : Memoir of 
F. Howgil, by James Backhouse: &c.) 



GEORGE HARRISON, 

OF KILLINGTOy. 



George Harrison joined the Society of Friends 
in the year 1652. He belonged to a family 
of influence in the county of Westmoreland ; 
and the change in his religious sentiments being 
distasteful to his relations, he was in consequence 
subjected to considerable hardship from them. 

He travelled in the work of the ministry 
through many parts of England; persevering 
amid great sufferings, often received at the 
hands of those who made a high profession of 
religion. 

His gospel labours terminated with his life, in 
1656. He had preached through the streets of 
Edmondsbury, and on his return to the inn, 
being denied refreshment, he was obliged to 
proceed to the neighbouring town of Bradfield. 
But at Bradfield also, the people of the tavern, 
when they perceived that he was a Friend, 
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refused to supply him either with food or lodg- 
ing. As he turned away he meekly reminded 
them of the words of Christ, " I was a stranger 
and ye took me not in;" and leaving their 
inhospitable door he was constrained to ride 
abroad all night, unsheltered from the wet and 
inclement weather, to the injury of his health. 

Shortly after this, along with Stephen Hub- 
bersty, he was dragged from out a Friend's 
house at Haverhill, Suffolk,, and was so sorely 
beaten and stoned, that the injuries he received, 
added to the effects of the serious indisposition 
occasioned by his recent exposure, brought on 
a fever from which he did not recover. He 
reached Coggeshall with difficulty, where he 
received the kind attention of Friends. 

During his illness the Lord was with him, 
and to those around his bed, he said '^Come 
Friends, rejoice with me ; " and so lay praising 
God to his last hour. 

He died at the house of Thomas Creek, of 
Little Coggeshall, and was hurried in the orchard 
of Thomas Sparrow, at Stifted, Essex, in the 
end of the fifth month, 1656; aged twenty-six 
years. 

(Piety Promoted: Bcsse'a Sufferings: &c.) 



STEPHEN HUBBERSTY. 



OF HENDON, MIDDLESEX. 



Stephen Hubbersty was resident at Under- 
barrow, Westmoreland, when convinced by 
George Fox, in the year 1652. He travelled 
as a minister through various parts of this 
nation, and like his brethren who bore the 
burden and heat of that day, was subjected to 
many sufferings. These, however, were not 
permitted to move him from his steadfastness. 
Himself experimentally knowing where strength 
was to be found, he was concerned also to 
direct his fellow believers to Christ their 
Helper, and to encourage them to faithful 
obedience to Him. 

The following extract is from one of his 
epistles written in 1670; when the passing 
of an "Act for the Suppression of Sedi- 
tious Conventicles" exposed Friends to severe 
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persecution in the maintenance of their reli- 
gious meetings. 

Stephen Hubbersty thus writes : 

"My dearly beloved Friends and brethren, 
whom the Lord hath visited by His heavenly 
power, by which you have been gathered to 
Himself, to eat of the finest of the wheat. 

"My love in the covenant of life is to you 
all, being often in my remembrance night and 
day, with sufferings with you who suffer, and 
with prayers to the Almighty God, that you 
may stand fast, having your loins girded about 
with truth, and be shod with the power of 
the Almighty, that no briers nor thorns may 
hinder you in your passage to your good land. 

" Friends ! It is the enjoyment of the sweet 
presence of God which will encourage you to 
stand ; not forsaking the assembling yourselves 
together to worship God, as the saints used 
to do in the primitive times; for we are come, 
blessed be God! to the primitive Spirit, the 
Spirit of Christ which was in the primitive 
worshippers, by which they worshipped God, 
for which they went through many sufferings. 
Dear Friends everywhere! My love doth flow 
forth dearly to you. The Lord arm you 
with patience and boldness; and let all these 
things drive you nearer and nearer to your 
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** The Lord sanctify you to Himself, that 
you may be like the holy Apostles, who; when 
charged to speak no more in Christ's name, 
would not obey, but chose rather to obey 
God. Let this be your choice; and ages and 
generations to come will bless God for you. 
Continue in the faith and in love; and the 
Lord exalt righteousness in the earth, and lay 
low the kingdom of sin. Live in the Spirit, 
and grow in it. The Wonderful Counsellor 
preserve you single hearted, and keep you 
over all storms. A calm will come again; and 
the joy of the Lord, which is as the joy of 
harvest, fill your souls with joy and peace in 
believing; and the Lord's blessing and peace, 
rest with and among you for ever." 

Stephen Hubbersty became a prisoner in 
London, in 1683, on account of his christian 
testimony against tithes; and in 1686, he suf- 
fered prosecution in the ecclesiastical courts for 
non-attendance on the "National Worship," 
from which he was released by the King's 
Commission to the Attorney General. 

We have no record of the date of his 
decease. 

(Besse's SufTerings : Geo. Fox's Journal.) 



JOSEPH BAYNES, 



OF STRANGEBTHWAITE, WESTMORELAT^D. 



Joseph Baynbs was born about the year 163S. 
In very eayly youth, his mind was attracted 
to seek after the true knowledge of God, and 
earnest desires were raised in his heart after 
holiness. He was convinced by George Fox 
in 165^, when about nineteen years of age, 
and became a minister of the Gospel among 
Friends. 

He took joyfully the spoiling of his goods^ 
and with great patience endured many 
imprisonments on account of his refusal of 
ecclesiastical demands, and for the testimonv 
of a good conscience in other ways; being 
made thankful that the Lord had counted 
him worthy to suffer for His name. 

He laboured earnestly for the promotion of 
love and unity, under a sense, as he expressed 
it, of "how hard a thing it is to reconcile an 
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oflFended brother." He was a nursing-father 
to the youth; a helper of such as were weak 
in the faith, endeavouring to promote their 
growth in grace ; a kind and frequent visitor 
and counsellor of the sick and afflicted. 

A short time before the commencement of 
his last illness, great solicitude attended his 
mind on behalf of the young men and young 
women of the Society of Friends, "to advise 
them to wait for the power of God, which 
would work a change in their hearts, and make 
them new creatures; otherwise they would 
have but a form of godliness, live in an unre- 
generate state, and produce the fruits of nature, 
not of grace. " But alas ! " he remarks, " too 
many of our youth, for want of taking the 
grace of God to be their teacher, go into 
undue liberty in their words and apparel, 
making no conscience of that, which the power 
of truth made conscience to us: for by that 
power we were made willing to put off all 
superfluity, and our words were few and 
savoury, for the Lord's dread was before our 
eyes, and our peace with Him was precious to 
us." This, with much excellent counsel beside, 
he was favoured with ability to impart. 

To the Friends who came to visit him in 
his sickness, he said *'that the Lord was good 
to him," and that he had openings upon the 
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Holy Scriptures, beyond what he had ever 
seen before. He partictJarly referred with 
much tenderness, to some of those passages 
which set forth the death and sufferings of 
Christ, and the hardness of heart of that 
unbelieving generation ; drawing a parallel 
between those who refused to believe in Christ 
when He was personally upon earth, and they 
that in this age are hard hearted and unbe- 
lieving in respect of his spiritual appearance ; 
which, he remarked, made a sorrowful im- 
pression upon his spirit. 

He said, further, " I have a sense that I must 
not continue here long, but must die and not 
live, but I covet not long life : " and he ex- 
pressed his assurance of peace to his soul, 
.when his earthly sojourn should be ended. 

The day before he died, he observed to a 
friend, that he hoped ere long the hour of his 
release would arrive. On her remarking upon 
the extended duration of his illness, he replied, 
"Yes, but I have had great ease at times, for 
the Lord has been very good and gracious 
to me all along, though I am not worthy of 
the least of His mercies; but for His Son's 
sake, I hope He will remember me in a little 
time, and ease me of all my pain." He then 
referred to several subjects connected with the 
welfare of the truth, for the honour of which 
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his mind was still deeply engaged. A sweet 
time of supplication to the Lord succeeded; 
and at its conclusion^ he took leave of his 
friend, saying, "Farewell! The Lord be with 
thee." 

After this he lay still, as if released from 
suffering; and died in peace, on the twenty- 
sixth of third month, 1714, aged eighty-one 
years; a minister probably between fifty and 
sixty years. His remains were interred at 
Brigg-flatts, near Sedburgh. 

(Piety Promoted: Besse's Sufferings.) 



ROBERT WIDDERS. 



Robert Widders was born about the year 
1618, at Upper Kellet, Lancashire, and was 
convinced by George Fox, in 1652. 

Like many other serious persons, his cotem- 
poraries, he had previously been earnest in his 
search after truth, but had been unable to 
obtain full satisfaction, until he was plainly 
directed to take heed to that saving Grace of 
God which hath appeared in the hearts of all 
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men, but which in the time of his ignorance 
he had overlooked. This Grace of Jesus, as 
he faithfully obeyed its teachings, he experi* 
enced to be his safe guide to the heavenly 
kingdom. 

Soon after his convincement of the principles 
of Friends, he was called to go forth as a 
minister of Christ: and though naturally a 
man of few words, yet he laboured without 
weariness and travelled without fainting, for 
the propagation of truth in the earth, despite 
the opposition and the trials which encom- 
passed his path. 

Possessed of an excellent understanding, 
largely endowed with a spirit of discerning, 
his very presence and countenance are said by 
Margaret Fox, to have refreshed and comforted 
those among whom he had his conversation; 
the witness for God in their hearts answering 
his appearance, the power of the Lord was so 
quick and lively in him. 

In 1653, he accompanied George Fox into 
Cumberland, where he was imprisoned in 
Carlisle jail for a considerable period, among 
the vilest characters. 

The following year he was sued to an out- 
lawry by the incumbent of Caton, for tithes, 
and thrown into Lancaster castle. After being 

^ut a year and a half, he was 
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liberated by supersedeas, and bis property dis* 
trained for the fine. He was afterward outlawed 
a second time; but in consequence of the 
death of the claimant no further proceedings 
were taken. 

Thomas Camm observes, in reference to the 
persecutions which were largely the lot of 
Robert Widders, that his sufferings surpassed 
those of most that he was acquainted with, 
"for he was several times stripped of much 
that was within the reach of the spoilers. 
But,'* he continues "as his sufferings and 
troubles exceeded, so also did his christian 
constancy and valour. Well might he be 
called one of the valiants of God's Israel. 
The nobility, the zeal, the courage, and the 
resignation of his spirit to the will of God, 
which in his greatest exercises fully demon- 
strated his love to the truth, hath often affected 
my spirit: for I never saw him in the least 
dejected nor concerned, when his cattle, corn, 
and household goods, were by wholesale swept 
away: but he was one that knew well for 
what he suffered, who enjoyed the sweetness 
of an eternal reward, in heavenly treasure an 
hundred-fold here, together with the evidence 
of a lasting crown in eternity." 

Thus Robert Widders had learned to be as 
cheerful and content in the want, as in the 
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abounding of those outward things with which 
he had been largely endowed^ and could^ like 
upright Job, bless God who gave, and who 
permitted them to be taken away. Frequently 
when conversing respecting other Friends' trials, 
he would say: "It is well with all those that 
suffer for the cause of truth ; they are blessed ; 
they enjoy peace. There is nothing that hath 
come, but there has been need for it and a 
service in it; for all our sufferings work 
together for our good and the glory of 
God, and the remainder of wrath will be 
restrained." 

In 1667, he accompanied George Fox into 
Scotland, and afterward continued to labour in 
the northern counties of England. At Bishop 
Auckland he was severely wounded on the 
head by missiles thrown at him as he preached 
through the streets. 

He was one of the Friends, who in 1671, 
crossed the Atlantic with George Fox, whose 
companion he appears to have been throughout 
most of his religious visit to the colonies 
on the American Continent. They returned 
together to England in 1673. 

Robert Widders continued to the close 
of his life to be deeply concerned for the 
advancement of the cause of truth, and the 
care which he exercised over the church 
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was very apparent. Remarkably gifted with a 
sound judgment, lie was engaged in love to 
counsel and admonish Friends among whom 
his lot was cast, earnestly desiring their estab- 
lishment in the faith which overcomes the 
world j that so they might be preserved in 
unity as one body of which Christ is the 
Head, and be presented at last in purity to 
God the Father, not having spot, or wrinkle, 
or any such thing. . 

During the illness which immediately preceded 
his death, he was resigned to the will of 
God, and dwelt on the Lord's mercies to His 
Church, saying in the language of the prophet: 
" The Lord shall comfort Zion ; He will 
comfort all her waste places; He will make 
her wilderness like Eden, and her desert as 
the garden of the Lord ; joy and gladness 
shall be found therein, thanksgiving and the 
voice of melody." At another time, in allusion 
to his own blessed experience, he remarked: 
" The work of righteousness is peace ; and the 
effect of righteousness, quietness and assurance 
for ever." He would frequently observe, 
" That his heart was filled with the love of 
God, and that there was nothing between him 
and the Lord:" adding, "Thou hast taught 
me the way of life, and makest me full of 
joy with Thy countenance." 

N 1 
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Thus, liis thoughts centred in an enduring 
inheritance^ having fought the good fight and 
kept the faith^ he could resign the world, its 
sorrows, persecutions, and joys; and rejoicing 
in the unclouded prospect which opened before 
him, say, " Mine eye beholds Jerusalem, a 
quiet habitation." 

He died at Kellet on the twentieth of third 
month, 1686; aged about sixty-eight years; a 
minister about thirty-three years. 

(Life, Death, and Sufferings of R. Widders, 1688: 

Whiting: Sewel: J. Bumeat: G. Fox: Piety 

Promoted: Besse's Sufferings.) 



LEONAUD FELL. 



Leonari) Fell was in the employment of 
Judge Fell, of Swarthmore Hall, when he 
received the testimony of George Fox, in the 
year 1652. He was a useful gospel minister; 
a man of a loving spirit, exhibiting a hopeful 
constancy in suffering for the truth, and chris- 
tian boldness in defending it. Thus in the 
year 1670, we find him encouraging Friends 
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during a time of hot persecution to maintain 
their religious principles faithfully. He writes: 
"Look not at sufferings, but look to the Lord 
that is able to deliver. Did the Lord ever 
leave or forsake His people in a suffering 
condition, that stood for His Name or gave up 
themselves freely to whatever the persecutors 
could do ? Friends ! Be of a noble mind, and 
valiant for the truth upon earth. Trials come 
that the chaff may be separated from the 
wheat: for they who are of the noble seed, 
will not be treacherous nor false-hearted, but 
will have a faithful respect to the honour of 
God. Why need you fear any but the Lord 
God that made heaven and earth? I dare be 
bold to speak in the name of the Lord, that 
He will bring a calm. Let your confidence 
be in the Lord God: trust in His arm, and 
let Him be your shield.'* 

It is related of Leonard Fell, that as he was 
travelling alone, he was once accosted by a 
highwayman who demanded his money, which 
he gave him. He next required his horse also, 
when Leonard Fell dismounted and let him 
take it. But before the robber rode away, 
he solemnly warned him against the evil course 
he was pursuing. The highwayman became 
enraged; asked him why he preached to him, 
and threatened " to blow out his brains." But 



140 LEONARD FELL. 

Leonard Fell replied, "Though I would not 
give my life for my money or my horse, I 
would give it to save thy soul : " an answer, 
which so went to the heart of the robber, 
that he declared, if he were such a man as 
that, he would have neither his money nor his 
horse; both which he returned and went his 
way, leaving Leonard Fell in the enjoyment 
of that peace which attends the conscientious 
discharge of duty. 

Leonard Fell lived to see the storms of per- 
secution, so fierce in the earlier times of the 
Society, in great measm'e pass away, and died 
in a good old age. His decease occurred at 
Darlington, in the year 1700. He was a 
minister between forty and fifty years. 

(Geo. Fox: MSS. Letters: Caton's Journal: Besse's 

Sufferings : Barclay's Anecdotes : Leonard 

Fell's Epistle : &c.) 
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WILLIAM WILSON, 



or LANGDALE CHAPEL STEEL, WBSTM0BELA5D. 



William Wilson had served in the Eoyal 
Army, during the wars between Charles and 
the Parliament. 

He was at that time a zealous professor of 
religion, and a great disputant on questions 
of faith and doctrine as set forth in the Holy 
Scriptures: yet he informs us that amid this 
high profession, he was fearful that his own 
hope of salvation was not securely based upon 
the alone Kock, Christ Jesus. 

Thus circumstanced, in the year 1652 George 
Fox and his fellow-labourers in the work of 
the Gospel, were made instrumental to draw his 
attention to that saving grace of Christ, which 
shone uncomprehended in the recesses of his 
soul ; by which grace, as he faithfully obeyed its 
teaching, he was led from out the trammels of 
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ceremonial worship^ into the possession of that 
spiritual life which alone could constitute him 
a member of Christ's body. 

Thus, through attention to the gift that was 
in him, he became fitted for the Lord's service; 
and, called and ordained of Christ Jesus, he 
was sent forth into the world to preach His 
Gospel. 

He travelled extensively in the work of the 
ministry, in Great Britain, (including the Ork- 
ney Islands,) in Holland, and in Germany. 

His suflFerings, particularly in the early part 
of his service, were great; and he endured 
many hard imprisonments for his upright testi- 
mony against ecclesiastical demands. In refer- 
ence to one of these, which continued for several 
months, and was consequent upon his refusal to 
pay a demand of this character which amounted 
only to sixpence, he observes : " Truly this is 
the feeling of my heart, that if one hair of 
my head would serve in consideration of this 
task, I could not give it: I believe I shall 
not be a hypocrite." 

His last journey in the service of the Gospel 
appears to have been concluded in the spring 
of 1682 ; on his return from which, his health 
being much impaired, he observed that he had 
not served the Lord without a reward. He 
became rapidly worse, and expressed himself 
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sweetly to those around, saying : '^ I have no 
trouble upon me; I am very sensible all will 
be well with me." 

Again he remarked, " My peace far exceeds 
my pain.'* 

As his end approached he gave utterance to 
the longings of his soul for the eternal welfare 
of his fellow-men; and, exclaiming, *'0 that 
every-one would mind the Lord, that they might 
reap life ! " he expired. 

His death took place on the tenth of ninth 
months 1682 ; a minister probably about twenty- 
nine years. 

(A Collection of Letters, &c., by William Wilson: 

Piety Promoted.) 



ANTHONY PATRICKSON, 



OT STOCKHOW, CTJMBEELAND. 



Anthony Patrickson was one of the first in 
the county of Cumberland, who embraced the 
principles of Friends. 

He early received a gift in the ministry, and 
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travelled in the work of the Gospel in England, 
Scotland, and Ireland. 

He was a man of a lamb-like spirit; meek ; 
gentle ; not easily provoked ; ever ready to do 
good ; walking honestly ; of a godly life and 
conversation, which so preached even to those 
who were enemies to the Gospel, that they were 
made to confess: '^If all the Quakers were like 
him, surely they were a good people." 

When overtaken with illness, he saw that he 
must die, the love of God broke . in upon his 
spirit to his abounding consolation, and he could 
say, "The Lord hath given me an assurance of 
that blessed inheritance that never will have 
end." 

Thus this faithful witness finished his testi- 
mony, and ended his course, the latter end of 
the eighth month, 1660. 

(Piety Promoted: Bcsse's Sufferings.) 



AMBROSE RIGGE. 



Ambrose Rigge was born at Banton, West- 
moreland^ about the year 1634. At an early 
age, his mind was impressed with serious con- 
siderations respecting the awfulness of eternity, 
and the importance of a preparation for an un- 
changeable state. Burdened under a sense of sin, 
and conscious that he was a stranger to the 
christian life, without God in the world, and 
unable to discover a way of deliverance, he 
sought privacy and solitude, and breathed out 
the aspirations of his soul .to the Lord, whose 
tender regard was toward him, though he then 
knew Him not. 

He continued in this tried condition until he 
attained to his seventeenth year; and in after 
life he observes: "Although I was at that time 
as a wild heifer unaccustomed to the yoke, yet 
I was preserved from gross evil, by Him whom 
I now know to be my strength; praises be to 
the Lord God and to the Lamb for evermore!" 

o 
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Thus the fallow ground had been broken up 
and prepared to receive the good seed, when in 
the year 1652, George Fox came into Westmore- 
land; under whose ministry Ambrose Kigge's 
understanding was opened to the reception of 
the Truth. 

He now found the testimony of God in his 
heart and conscience to become quick and 
powerful, to the cutting down the Man of Sin 
that had hitherto ruled there; and in that 
measure of faith which the Lord had wrought, 
the mists of the night began to vanish away; 
the day-star dawned, went before him, and led 
him to his Saviour. And as he abode in 
patience, waiting upon the Lord in the way of 
His judgments, he was at length comforted 
under a feeling of His tender mercy, which 
livingly sprang in his soul. 

Then he became as a stranger to his near 
relations. His father and mother forsook him, 
and his friends and acquaintances stood afar off. 
Some mocked ; others, with whom he had been 
on terms of intimacy, beat him because he feared 
the Lord and trembled at His word. Deprived 
of every source of outward comfort, he had not 
whereon to lay his head; but wandered about 
in solitary places, beset with temptations from 
within and from without. Yet in the midst of 
his conflict, the Lord was pleased to speak 
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comfortably to his soul, in the application of 
that ancient promise, ^^Fear not, I will be 
with thee." 

Though it might almost be said that no man 
regarded him, Ambrose Rigge was made sensi- 
ble that the Lord had respect to his sincere 
desires to serve Him. He gave him more and 
more of His good Spirit to direct his steps, so 
that his feet did not slide: and although great 
temptations still at times assailed him, yet he 
tells us, " I did resolve in my heart to follow 
the Lamb whithersoever He went, and that 
whatsoever sufferings overtook me, I would 
never deny the truth which the Lord had so 
clearly manifested to me." 

After the lapse of a year from this period, a 
concern appears to have arisen in his mind to 
proceed into the south of England, " there to be 
a witness to the Lord's name." A time of 
deep conflict succeeded, in which his faith 
appeared ready to fail, until he was at length 
enabled to attain resignation and to yield to 
the Divine requiring. 

Early in 1655, when about twenty-one years 
old, accompanied by Thomas Eobinson, of 
Westmoreland, who was nearly of the same age 
as himself, he travelled to London; whence 
these youthful ministers proceeded into Kent, 
Sussex, Hants, Wilts, Dorset, and Devonshire, 
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in which counties they appear to have been 
the first to disseminate the principles of Friends. 

At Basingstoke they were arrested while 
preaching in the open air, and placed in a low 
dark dungeon, where for three days they sufier- 
ed the pains of hunger; the jailor also caused 
the window of their cell to be nailed up with 
boards, so as constantly to keep them in dark- 
ness, and refused to allow them either fire or 
candle. These severities, however, so attracted 
enquiry, that several persons became convinced 
of the religious principles they advocated. 

At the expiration of three months they re- 
gained their liberty; and after establishing a 
meeting of Friends at Portsmouth, Thomas 
Kobinson and Ambrose Rigge, separated; the 
latter continuing to labour in the neighbouring 
counties, until he was arrested at Melcombe 
Kegis, and again cast into a noisome under- 
ground dungeon, where he was confined for 
many days without a fire, having only a stone 
to sit upon. Through an opening in the top of 
his cell, he could see the people in the street; 
and ever zealously concerned to spread the 
knowledge of the Truth, he preached the w^ord 
from tlie bottom of his dismal abode, to the 
tendering of many hearts. He was afterward 
committed to the county jail at Dorchester for 
three months, in which time a virulently 



AMBROSE RIGGE. 149 

infectious disorder swept away most of the 
prisoners. He had, however, excellent religious 
service during this confinement, and was a kind 
attendant on his fellow-prisoner for conscience 
sake, Humphrey Smith, who, attacked by the 
prevailing complaint was brought near to the 
grave. Joseph Coale and William Bayley, 
both ministers in the Society of Friends, were 
likewise inmates of the same jail on a similar 
account. 

In 1658, attempting to visit the Friends, pris- 
oners in Southampton jail, he was seized by a 
constable and his assistants, who grasped him 
by the throat, forced him down the prison 
steps, and then elevating him to a considerable 
height, barbarously caused him to fall to the 
ground. Dragging him by the feet along the 
floor, he was thrown headlong into "the cage," 
his tormentors plucking the hair from off his 
head, and tearing his clothes in thei;r blind 
rage. By order of the mayor he was then 
severely whipped by the hangman, laid across 
a hand-barrow, hurried along the street to a 
cart, into which he was cast, maimed, faint, and 
without food, and thus conveyed, amid frost and 
snow, to a distance of twenty miles : treatment 
through which, he teUs us: "the Lord carried 
him with cheerfulness, content, and without the 
least murmering."* 

o 1 
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In 1662, he was apprehended at a religious 
meeting, held in the house of captain Thomas 
Luxford, and was lodged in Horsham jail. At 
the assize he refused to take an oath, and was 
sentenced to premunire, viz. : " The loss of his 
lands and tenements during life, and of his 
goods and chattels for ever; to be placed 
out of the king's protection, and to be im- 
prisoned during the royal pleasure." The 
jailor also was strictly enjoined ''to keep him 
close." 

During this confinement, which lasted up- 
^ wards of ten years, Ambrose Rigge was sub- 
jected to much unworthy treatment at the hand 
of a professed minister of religion, named 
Letchford; who, having incensed the magis- 
trates against the prisoner when on his trial, 
continued to instigate them to add afflictions to 
his bonds. Ambrose Rigge was in consequence 
transferred to the ''Low Jail," and there confined 
among the felons. 

Thus circumstanced, his keeper, animated by 
the same spirit of enmity, on one occasion in 
the depth of winter, placed him in the "upper 
ward," but deprived him of his bed, forcing 
him (while the snow was often deep upon the 
ground,) to lie upon the bare boards for 
weeks together. Nay, so rigorous was his 
imprisonment, at that period, that Friends 
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experienced great difficulty in having food and 
water conveyed to him. 

Although, at length, the jailor died, the event 
brought short respite to the persecuted sufferer 
for conscience sake. His successor in office 
was encouraged by Letchford to continue the 
same course of severity, until one evening, he 
circulated a slanderous report that the Quakers 
had broken out of prison, assembled a tumul- 
tuous rabble armed with sticks and clubs, and 
admitted them into the room where Ambrose 
Rigge was peaceably engaged at his work; when, 
rushing upon the prisoner, the rude people 
pulled, dragged, and thrust him down the stairs 
into the felons' ward, where he remained loaded 
with heavy irons. It is, however, to the credit 
of the sheriff that when this audacious outrage 
became known to him, he directed the irons to 
be taken off, restored the prisoner to the upper 
ward, and summarily dismissed his keeper. 

In the year 1664, while yet a prisoner, he 
married Mary, the daughter of Thomas Lux- 
ford,* in whom he found a true helpmate. She 
also suffered severely at the hands of the per- 
secutor of her husband. 

Meanwhile Letchford's enmity to Ambrose 

* Thomas Luxford had been a captain in the army, who, 
having become convinced of the principles of Friends, 
suficred foithfally for the cause of Truth. 
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Bigge continued; and he appears year by year 
to have done what in him lay to protract the 
period of his incarceration. Happily his power 
was limited; and, when little expected by the 
captive, Chai'les II. granted letters jjatent under 
the great seal, for the liberation of the whole of 
the Friends, prisoners in the jails of England. 
These letters patent were obtained chiefly 
through the strenuous exertions of George 
Whitehead, and by these means Ambrose Rigge 
was released from his long confinement, in the 
year 1672. In reference to his sufferings he re- 
marks : " I have been made both able and willing 
to bear all for the testimony of Jesus and word of 
God, not counting my life dear unto roe, that I 
might finish my testimony with joy, being count- 
ed worthy not only to believe, but also to suffer 
for that ancient doctrine, faith, and practice, 
for which the ancient Christians suffered the 
loss of their liberties, and many of them of 
their lives." 

He now lived for a short time at Horsham ; 
but afterward removed to Gatton, Surry, where 
he resided for about fourteen years. Persecu- 
tions continued to attend him; and the incum- 
bent of Gatton showed no little animosity 
toward him, threatening his life, and suing 
him in the Court of Exchequer, for tithes to 
the amount of twenty shillings ; for which 
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demand, and the accruing expenses, goods, to 
the amount of sixty pounds sterling were seized. 
He informs us that he eventually underwent 
imprisonment for conscience sake, no less than 
eleven times in the county of Surry alone. 

Ambrose and Mary Rigge had five children, 
one of whom died in infancy. Ambrose Rigge 
says respecting them ; *' We educated them in 
the truth, and watched over them in love, till 
they knew the power of God in themselves, 
to which we recommended them, and by which 
they have been preserved to this day to my 
great comfort. Many days and years have 
I, with bended knees, in secret prayed to 
God, befoie the throne of His Grace, to guard 
them by His power from the evil of this world, 
and to direct their steps in the way of right- 
eousness ; which in great measure he hath 
answered, blessed and praised be the name of 
the Lord for ever." 

Through his labours in the Gospel in his 
own neighbourhood, many were gathered to 
the Lord, and brought to embrace those chris- 
tian doctrines which have distinguished the 
religious Society of Friends from the begin- 
ning. In reference to these views he observes : 
" This we have learned in the deep, whose 
faces the Lord hath turned to the Sun of 
Righteousness ; we cannot turn back to follow 
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shadows^ the spiritual manna being our bread 
and life^ and from our spiritual Rock proceeds 
our water of life, by which we are daily 
nourished up to eternal life, that we may hun- 
ger and thirst no more. All other principles 
of the doctrine of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, which He preached in the days 
of His flesh, and are expressed in the Holy 
Scriptures, we, by virtue of His coming in 
Spirit, have embraced, owned, freely received, 
and vindicated through many tribulations; of 
which I have had share ; in and through which 
a Divine hand hath upheld me to grey hairs, 
and I hope so to continue to the end of my 
days: that so God over all may be glorified 
through His dear Son Jesus Christ, our alone 
Saviour, Mediator, and Redeemer; by whose 
power alone I have been preserved; to whom 
I give the praise both now and (I hope) for 
evermore." 

In the close of Ambrose Riggers useful and 
laborious life, that Almighty power which 
had sustained him in the heat of the day 
was near to support when his strength failed: 
and in his last illness he was permitted an 
assurance of the mercy and favour of God, 
saying : *' I am going to where the weary 
are at rest." A short time before his death, 
he remarked : " If Friends keep to the root 
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of life in themselves, they would be the happiest 
people in the world.'' 

He died in the first month, 1705; aged about 
seventy years ; a minister about forty-nine 
vears. 

(A. Rigge's Works: Piety Promoted: Besse's Sufferings: 



MARY RIGGE, 

WirE OF AMBROSE RIGGE. 



Mary, the daughter of Thomas Luxford, of 
Hurst Pier-point, Sussex, a captain in the 
army, was carefully educated by her parents 
in the doctrines and practices of the Episcopal 
Church. 

When her father and mother became con- 
vinced of the principles of Friends, Mary 
Luxford continued for some time longer to 
profess with the religious community in which 
she had been brought up : and it is interesting 
to find that during this period, when she and 
her parents did not in all things see eye to 
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eye, such was the filial spirit of this amiable 
woman, that she refrained from appearing in 
any dress which she knew would be contrary 
to their wishes; and in other ways conducted 
herself with kind and courteous consideration 
toward their friends of the same religious 
persuasion. 

At length, accompanied by a younger sister, 
she attended a meeting of Friends, where they 
were both convinced. 

In 1664, Mary Luxford became the wife of 
Ambrose Rigge, who had then been confined 
for two years in Horsham jail, under sentence 
of premunire. She endured with exemplary- 
patience the affliction of her husband's long 
imprisonment for the cause of truth, which 
continued for eight years after their marriage. 
She herself likewise suffered at the hands of 
Letchford, incumbent of West Pier-point, the 
persecutor of her beloved husband; who, on 
pretence of tithes due to him from her father, 
(on account of which he had already kept 
Thomas Luxford in prison for six years,) after 
his decease, sued his daughter, by her maiden 
name, for the recovery of the amount, and 
himself personally pursued and harassed her 
while travelling on foot along the highway, 
insulted and then imprisoned her. 

At the assize, this man, by means of perjury. 
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obtained a verdict for eight pounds sterling, as 
due to him; whereupon the lodgings of Mary 
Rigge were entered with an execution, and she 
was robbed of her goods to the value of thirty 
pounds. Even the furniture for which her 
imprisoned husband had laboured with his 
hands, and which was intended for his accom- 
modation in jail, was ruthlessly seized. Though 
it was winter, yet not a bed was left for them 
to lie on, '^nor any other necessaries to assist 
^em in prison, (that they cared to carry away,) 
to the very pot they had borrowed to boil 
their meat in." The bailiff sold everything 
on his own terms, and refused to render any 
account. The duration of her imprisonment we 
do not discover. 

Thus, in times when the right of freedom 
of conscience was so little understood by those 
in power, were the innocent children of 
the Lord, counted as the offscouring of all 
things^ and hunted of evil doers in hope to 
effect their ruin. Yet none of these things 
greatly moved this excellent woman, who loved 
her Redeemer above all, and stood steadfast in 
His truth to the end. She was of a meek 
and gentle spirit, one who hated iniquity, who 
walked in integrity and innocency, who was a 
blessing and true help-mate to her persecuted 
husband. Her constitution was delicate; and 
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when, after four and twenty years of married 
life, passed in the enjoyment of unity and love, 
she perceived that her end drew near, she was 
enabled to resign all that she held, dear on 
earthy and to support her illness with patience 
and tranquillity ; until, on the sixth of the first 
month, 1690, '^she departed like a lamb, and 
went to her everlasting rest in the bosom of 
the Father's love." 

(Ambrose Rise's Works: &c.) 



JOHN CAMM, 



,» 



or CAATM S GILL, WESTMORELAXD. 



JoHX Camm was bom in 1605, at Camm's 
Gill, a residence within the Barony of Kendal, 
of which the family of Camm had been the 
possessors for several generations. 

From childhood he is said to have been of 
a serious, thoughtful disposition. As he ad- 
vanced in years, he associated himself with 
those who were the most exemplary in their 
conduct, and the most strict in the observance 
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of what they esteemed to be religious duties. 
But failing to obtain in ceremonial worship 
the satisfaction he sought, he, iiHith many others 
who felt a similar hunger and thirst after that 
to which they had not hitherto attained, 
withdrew from the national congregations, 
and were accustomed to assemble at Fairbank 
Chapel, Westmoreland, in which community he 
occasionally officiated as a preacher. 

They were thus circumstanced, M^hen, in 
1652, George Fox held the memorable meeting 
at Fairbank Chapel, which ended in the 
convincement of all the teachers of that con- 

r 

gregation and a great number of their hearers. 
Among the former, John Camm yielded a 
ready assent to the scriptural doctrines he 
declared. 

At this period, his son informs us, the world 
seemed to smile upon him, "its riches 
and glory having increased," and appearing 
likely still more to do so. Yet esteeming the 
fading pleasures and honours of this life, as 
not to be compared with an enduring inheri- 
tance, he joyfully resigned all for Christ, being 
made willing to follow Him, even through great 
tribulation, if he might be found worthy to enter 
through the gates into the heavenly city. 

Though for a time much secret exercise of 
mind was his portion, yet he was at length 



160 JOHN CAMM. 

permitted to partake of the peace of God 
which passeth all understanding, and he be- 
came a vessel sanctified and prepared for the 
Master's use. 

. His first journey, undertaken on a religious 
account, as a minister among Friends, was 
to the northern counties of England ; after 
which, in company with Francis Howgil, he 
went to London and had an a^udience with 
the Protector. In further explanation of their 
views, John Camm afterwards addressed a 
letter to Cromwell, expressive of his desire 
on his behalf, that he might look for divine 
direction in the guidance of the weighty affairs 
of the state, and discountenance oppression and 
persecution on account of religion. 

In the spring of 1654, accompanied by 
Edward Burrough, he again travelled to Lon- 
don; and uniting with Francis Howgil, John 
Audland, Richard Hubberthorne, and other 
Friends then in the metropolis, great success 
attended their labours in the cause of truth. 

But Bristol and its neighbourhood was the 
chief field of John Camm's ministry. Leaving 
London, he went thither, accompanied by John 
Audland, in conjunction with whom from this 
period his gospel services were generally un- 
dertaken. They tell us, that in Bristol they 
found "a precious people," whose hearts the 
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Lord opened to receive their testimony, so that 
thejr rejoiced in being made instrumental to 
turn hundreds to God, and to Christ Jesus, 
and to attend to the manifestation of His Holy 
Spirit in their hearts. John Camm thus writes 
to his friend Margaret Fell, in relation to their 
services at this time : 

"DeAB SlSTBB, 

" Great will be thy joy to know the 
Lord is making good His promises in this our day, 
in bringLQg again the captivity of His people. He 
is taking pity upon Zion, and gathering her stones 
out of the dust, and is bringing them to the 
Foundation Stone, and is building them upon that 
tried Comer Stone j and many are asking the way 
to Zion, with their faces thitherward. 

"Dear sister, the work is great in this city 
and all the country round about. Here will be 
three or four thousand at a meeting any First-day 
in the city, and in the country very great meetings. 
We have three or four public meetings [for worship] 
in the week, and private meetings [for worship] 
every day and night. And now the tall cedars 
begin to bow, and many are casting away their 
idols of silver and gold, to the moles and to the 
bats, and true judgment begins to be set up in the 
earth, and the inhabitants to learn righteousness, 
— some are come to sweep the house and to seek 
diligently the last groat. Truly here is a great 
harvest (the fields are abeady ripe,) and more large 
than I can express." 

p 1 
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The consequence of their zealous and suc- 
cessful labours was^ to arouse opposition in 
those in whom self-interest and educational 
prejudices were predominant. Their lives were 
endangered by riotous mobs urged forward by 
the priesthood, while their liberty was jeopar- 
dized by warrants from the magistrates. 

The visits of Camm and Audland to Bristol 
appear to have been frequent, but in general 
not for lengthened periods at a time. On one 
occasion they held ten meetings in eleven days, 
and it appears that John Camm suffered severely 
from over-exertion : for after this we find him, 
in 1655, in Westmoreland, where he tells us 
he was endeavouring to recruit his strength. 

In 1656, his health was so far restored, as 
to admit of his proceeding once more to Bristol 
with his endeai'ed friend and fellow labourer, 
John Audland. But this religious visit appears 
to have been his last. He was constitutionally 
delicate, with a decided tendency to pulmonary 
complaint; and such had been his liability to 
indisposition, that, for many years he had taken 
his son, Thomas Camm, with him as an atten- 
dant while on his religious journeys. 

During his last illness he would assemble 
his family to wait upon the Lord, on which 
occasions he was often concerned to counsel and 
encourage them, or on his bended knees to 
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oflfer up his petitions on their behalf. At times 
his heart was made to overflow with gratitude, 
and under a sense of the Lord's goodness he 
thus gave utterance to his blessed hope of life 
beyond the grave : " How great a benefit," he 
said, "I do enjoy beyond many, having such 
a large time of preparation for death; being 
dying daily, that I may live for ever with my 
God in that kingdom that is unspeakably full 
of glory. My outward man daily wastes and 
draws toward its place and centre; but my 
inward man revives and mounts upward toward 
its place and habitation in the heavens." 

On the day of his decease he called his 
wife and family together, and gave them much 
excellent advice; adding, that his glass was 
run, the time of his departure at hand, and 
that he was sustained by a well-grounded 
assurance that he should enter into eternal 
rest. He charged them to be resigned to his 
approaching death, and, fainting, appeared to 
pass away as in a sweet sleep; which occa- 
sioned such an outburst of grief and weeping, 
that he was again aroused, and thus addressed 
the mourners : " My dear hearts, you have 
wronged me and disturbed me, for I was at 
sweet rest. You should not so passionately 
sorrow for my departure. This house of clay 
must go to its place; but this soul and spirit 
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is to be gathered up to the Lord, to live with 
Him for ever, where we shall all meet with 
everlasting joy/' Bidding them once more 
farewell, he soon afterward expired. He died 
in the first month, 1657; in the fifty-second 
year of his age. 

(MS. Letters : Memory of the Rigliteoas Re\'ived, 1689 : 
Goiigh : Tiike'» Biog. Notices.) 



JOHN AUDLAND, 



OF WESTMORELAl^D. 



John Audland was bom in the neighbourhood 
of Kendal, about the year 1630, and in early 
youth discovered a quickness and maturity of 
understanding beyond his years. He received 
a guarded education from his parents; and as 
he approached the age of manhood, began 
seriously to reflect upon the things which 
concerned his eternal interests. He read the 
Bible diligently; and possessing a retentive 
memorv, stored his mind with the contents 



JOHN AUDLAND. 165 

of the Sacred Volume, until, like Apollos, 
he became " mighty in the Scriptures." 

He associated with the highest religious 
professors, and having united himself with a 
numerous " Separated Congregation " of serious 
persons, he became one of their ministers, 
and was esteemed among the most eminent 
of the dissenting teachers in the north of 
England. His desire for the good of all, led 
him (as was not then an uncommon practice,) 
occasionally to preach in the places of wor- 
ship belonging to other religious denominations, 
whither multitudes flocked to hear him, at- 
tracted by his youth, his eloquence, zeal, and 
sincerity. 

When John Audland was about twenty 
years of age, he married Anne Newby, of 
Kendal, a young person respectably connected, 
with whom he enjoyed much domestic happi- 
ness. Closely united by similarity of disposition 
and religious sentiment, they were both fer- 
vently devoted to the service of Christ. 

In the year 1652, he was convinced by 
George Fox, at a remarkable meeting held near 
Fairbank Chapel, the place where he had afore- 
time been accustomed to officiate as a minister. 
On that occasion, the word spoken was made 
effectual to the enlightening " the eyes of his 
understanding," to see that the Lord's work in 
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his heart must be a thorough work. He was 
brought into deep self-abasement. He saw that 
the glory of the world was but vanity and 
vexation of spirit; and he tells us, that an 
earnest desire was raised in his heart for a 
Saviour, "One of a Thousand," that could give 
a ransom for his soul, and redeem him from the 
pit of corruption ; that so he might be gathered 
into His life, overshadowed with His glory, 
sanctified throughout by His word, and raised 
up by His eternal power. Thus made will- 
ing to resign his own righteousness, the Lord 
who will not break the bruised reed, but is 
ever mindful of his children, at length brought 
him out of the depths into which he had been 
plunged, and enabled him to sing for joy, in 
a sense of His salvation. As a vessel sancti- 
fied and fitted for the Master's use, he received 
a commission freely to publish the way of 
redemption, through a crucified and risen 
Saviour ; and having, when a teacher in the 
parish of Colton, in Fumess Fells, received pay- 
ment for his ministry, he could no longer 
be satisfied to retain the money ; this he accord- 
ingly returned. 

He was about twenty -two years of age, when, 
in the beginning of 1663, he was imprisoned 
at Newcastle-upon-Tyne, during his ministerial 
labours in conjunction with George Fox and 
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Others, in the counties of Northumherland and 
Durham. 

In 1654, he visited Bristol, in company with 
Thomas Airey. They were the first ministers 
among Friends, who preached in that city : 
where eventually (along with John Camm,) 
John Audland was instrumental to the conver- 
sion of hundreds to God. For want of a house 
sufficiently capacious, their meetings were fre- 
quently held in an orchard, or, in a field called 
" Earl's Mead," in the suburbs : and being 
zealous to promote the good cause, the exertion 
John Audland used in extending his voice over 
these large assemblies, laid the foundation for 
a pulmonary disorder, which, aggravated by 
the sufferings he underwent from the abuse of 
the mob, and the persecution of the authorities, 
terminated his life about nine years afterward. 

Though he travelled extensively through 
various other districts of England, yet Bristol 
appears to have been peculiarly his field of 
gospel service. In the autumn of 1655, he 
thus writes to Margaret Fell from that city: 

"Deablt Beloved! 

"In the everlasting Fountain of love 
I dearly salute thee, aivd have pure fellowship mth 
thee in the Spirit of life, by which we are united 
in an eternal bond, and raised together that we 
may sit in heavenly places in Christ Jesus, our 
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Lord, our Life, and our Eedeemer, to whom be 
everlasting praise ! For now is He visiting and 
redeeming His people by His eternal arm ; and is 
opening the living fountain of life, that the thirsty 
may be satisfied: His work hastens on apace 
and prospers : many flock as doves to their win- 
dows. 

**Here are precious meetings. Friends for the most 
part continue in prison at Exeter, Basingstoke, Ban- 
bury, and Northampton. [In Wiltshire] there is a 
precious people. My life is refreshed in the pros- 
perity of the Lord's work. A large door is opened, 
and the wicked are restrained that they cannot 
execute their wrath, though they take counsel on 
every side. The wisdom of God preserves us, — 
Glory to His name for evermore, it is a strong 
tower ; our city hath salvation for walls and 
bulwarks, and in the quiet stiU habitation do I rest. 
Pray to thy Father, (who is my Father) for me : 
for much is upon me : but His yoke is easy and 
His commandments are not grievous, praises to His 
name who hath made the burden light. 

"Thy dear brother, 

" JOHN AUDLAND." 

Such was the eflfect produced by the labours 
of Camm and Audland^ in Bristol, that in 
1656 their meetings were frequently attended 
by several thousands of persons ; and alluding 
to their services, Howgil and Burrough write : 
" That is a precious city and a gallant peo- 
ple ; their net is like to break with fishes, they 
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have caught so much there, and in all the coast 
thereabout." 

Toward the close of this year, John Audland, 
(in company with Miles Halhead,) visited 
Friends in the counties of Cumberland, 
Westmoreland, and Durham, and afterward 
addressed to them an epistle, from which the 
following is extracted : 

"Dear Hearts! Other foundation can no man 
lay than that which is laid already, which is 
Christ Jesus, the way to life and everlasting 
rest. Those that believe, enter into the pure 
and peaceable kingdom, which is grounded 
in the Foundation of God, against which the 
winds, nor storms, nor floods, can ever pre- 
vail; blessed are all you who are on it 
builded and established! For the day will 
manifest every one's work; and he that is 
not rooted in the life will suffer loss. But 
you, abiding in the power of God, which is 
the cross of Christ, receive a kingdom which 
cannot be shaken, a crown which doth not 
corrupt, an inheritance which fadeth not away. 
Sow in patience; press on in the way of 
righteousness, serving the Lord with one con- 
sent, calling upon His name with one accord, 
keeping the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace. So will you rejoice in the Lord alone, 
who is the succourer of the poor, and the refuge 

Q 
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of the needy. Let nothing draw you from 
steadfast waiting upon the Lord^ nor separate 
you from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
The Lord God multiply His grace, mercy, and 
love; His life, light, and power, in and among 
you ; that you may be grounded, rooted, build- 
ed, established, and in the everlasting covenant 
of life, find peace; where you may rest in the 
city of God, whose walls are salvation, and 
whose gates praise." 

On several occasions John Audland sufiered 
imprisonment, was cruelly beaten, and his life 
jeopardized through the violence of the people. 

In the year 1666, he had been deprived 
by death, of his fellow-labourer, John Camm. 
His loss was, however, in measure supplied by 
Thomas Camm, the son of his late beloved 
friend, who became the frequent companion of 
John Audland in his gospel labours, during the 
remaining years of his ministry. 

In 1663, symptoms became apparent of the 
pulmonary disorder, which terminated his life. 
During his illness, he would often remark: "Ah 
those great meetings in the orchard at Bristol ! 
I may not forget them. I would so gladly 
have spread my net over all, and have gathered 
all, that I forgot myself, never considering the 
inability of my body. But it is well. My 
reward is with me, and I am content to give 
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up, and be with the Lord; for that my 8oul 
values above all things." 

About three weeks prior to his decease, 
hectic fever occasioned great restlessness, and 
frequent sleepless nights; yet he was enabled to 
minister to the spiritual refreshment of his 
friends, speaking with such strength and cleai- 
ness, as little indicated the state of weakness to 
which he was reduced ; and frequently he 
would desire to be raised upon his knees in bed, 
when he would pour forth his supplications to 
the Lord on behalf of His heritage ; beseeching 
Him to prosper His work in the earth, and 
especially in this nation. 

Thus he continued in a heavenly frame of 
mind, often saying there was nothing for which 
he could desire to live, but the enjoyment of 
his friends in the fellowship and life of Truth ; 
and that he might be a comfort to his beloved 
wife. For her he felt very tender sympathy, 
and committed her to the Lord's holy care 
and keeping, in the assured belief that He 
would be to her a husband, and a parent to 
her fatherless children. Often he would entreat 
her freely to resign him to the disposal of the 
Almighty, whose he was, being "made accept- 
able in His Beloved Son ; " in whom he 
peacefully slept, on the twenty-fourth of the 
third month, 1663, in the thirty-third year of 
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his age. His burial tx>ok place on the succeed- 
ing day, at «Birkrigg Park, where the remains 
of his firiend John Camm had been interred six 
years previously. He was a minister about 
nine years. 

His works were collected and published in 
1689, together with several epistles by John 
Camm. 

(MSS. Letters: Works: Gough: Sewel: G. Fox's Jounml : 

Besse*s Sufferings: Tuke's Biographical Notices: Letters 

of Early Friends: American Friends' Library.) 



RICHARD HUBBERTHORNE, 



or TBALAND, LAXCASUIRE. 



Richard Hubberthorne was the son of pious 
parents. He early manifested a sweet and 
serious disposition^ making those only his in- 
timates whose faces appeared to be turned 
Zion-ward. Yet he informs us, in after life, 
that in his youthful days he had yielded 
obedience to his own will, and knew not that 
of his Heavenly Father. 
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Hitherto engaged in agricultural pursuits^ 
when he arrived at man's estate he accepted a 
commission in the Parliamentary army, where 
his zeal for the promotion of righteousness led 
him occasionally to preach to the soldiery^ 

In 165^9 however, he became convinced of 
the truth as professed by Friends, under the 
ministry of George Fox; and in conformity 
with his conviction that war is inconsistent 
with the precepts of Christianity, he quitted 
his military employment, and publicly bore 
testimony against it. 

At this period of his experience, many deep 
baptisms were his to pass through. For he 
tells us that when the Lord had been pleased 
to reveal His Son in him, and, by the inshining 
of His true and saving light, to show him his 
real condition; when he saw himself a stranger 
from the covenant of promise, in love with the 
world, living in the favour of men, possessing 
but the form of godliness without its power; 
for many weeks distress and sorrow so weighed 
his spirit to the dust, that he was as a wonder 
to all that beheld him; until, as he yielded all 
to judgment, that same power which had killed 
did make alive, and the Lord who had seen 
meet to wound was graciously pleased to heal. 

Continuing faithful to the measure of light 
and strength received, he grew in grace, and in 

Q 1 
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the saving knowledge of our Lord Jesus Chriflt ; 
received ability to direct others in the way to 
the kingdom^ and became a powerful^ able, 
and indefatigable minister, through whose in- 
strumentality great numbers were awakened 
to see their undone condition by nature, and 
brought to believe in Jesus Christ their only 
Saviour. 

His life was often endangered by the assaults 
of those who sought by violence to prevent 
the spreading of the principles of Friends. 
Yet we have ample evidence that this follower 
of the Lamb of God, knew His spirit of love 
to dwell richly in his heart, so that amid the 
injury to which he was continually exposed, 
like his great Exemplar, he could in sincerity 
say, " Father forgive them, for they know not 
what they do." 

In 1652, we find him arrested at a meeting 
for worship, and, with several other Friends, 
carried to some distance into the fields, and 
there left bound on a severe winter night. 

In 1654, he laboured in the ministry in 
London, in conjunction with Francis Howgil, 
Edward Burrough, and John Camm, and after- 
ward thrice visited Cambridge, where he was 
set m the stocks and imprisoned in a dungeon 
^th James Pamel; and where, he tells us, 
the opposition to the doctrine they preached 
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was SO vehement, as to prevent many of those 
who were convinced of the truth, from fully 
and openly taking up the cross. 

In the autumn of the same year, he was 
committed to Norwich castle, and confined in a 
small ai'ched hole in the end of a cross wall, 
freorge Whitehead soon afterward became his 
fellow prisoner ; and through the labours of these 
two Friends, Norwich meeting was established. 

In 1655, George Fox and Richard Hubber- 
thorne were the means of establishing the 
meeting at Lynn Regis: and in the course 
of their service in the county of Norfolk and 
parts adjacent, we are informed that "many 
hundreds were brought to sit under the teach- 
ing of the Lord Jesus Christ their Saviour, 
and to praise God through Him.'* 

In the following year, George Fox being 
cast into Launceston jail, and subjected to 
much unworthy treatment in " Doomsdale," 
Richard Hubberthome, offered himself to 
Oliver Cromwell, body for body, to lie in 
the dungeon instead of George Fox: a pro- 
posal which so forcibly struck the Protector, 
that addressing the members of his counsel, 
he said, "Which of you would do so much 
for me, if I were in the same condition?" 
Though the offer was not accepted, Cromwell 
alleging "that he could not do it, for it was 
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contrary to law:'* yet this disinterested act was 
not lost upon his mind^ and the hardships 
George Fox and his friends underwent in 
that prison, were put an end to through his 
intervention. . 

In 1658, Richard Hubberthorne personally 
represented to Cromwell the severities to which 
Friends were subjected for conscience-sake. 
Several Friends were in consequence released 
from prison; and Cromwell showed his good 
feeling, by directing Richard Hubberthorne to 
come to the House of Parliament, when he 
would himself speak in their favour to such 
members as had been instrumental to the 
commitment of others. 

In 1660, we find him labouring in the 
eastern counties; and on his return to Lon* 
don, finding the religious meetings of Friends 
greatly disturbed by the military, he repre- 
sented their misconduct to General Monk, who 
issued an order which eflfectually put a stop 
to such proceedings. 

In 1662, he was arrested and brought before 
the notorious Alderman Brown, during the 
storm of persecution which ensued upon the 
passing of the " Conventicle Act." Brown, 
after rudely pulling his hat over his head with 
violence, committed him to Newgate, which 
was already so crowded that fresh prisoners 
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could scarcely find lodging room. Five hun- 
dred Friends were then confined in that and 
other jails in London. 

Before Richard Hubberthome had been two 
months a prisoner, the hardships to which he 
was exposed in that tainted atmosphere, pro- 
duced an illness which quickly overpowered 
his delicate constitution. As his end approached, 
he was favoured with a bright prospect of 
fiiture bliss; and when asked by a fnend 
whether he had anything to communicate, he 
replied: "There is no need to dispute matters; 
I know the ground of my salvation, and am 
satisfied for ever in my peace with the Lord. 
We know one-another well, and what each 
can say about these things." 

At another time he said : " That faith which 
hath wrought my salvation I well know, and 
have grounded satisfaction in it." 

The brief period of his illness was chiefly 
passed in inward retirement and meditation, 
until on the seventeenth of the eighth month, 
1662, he was gathered to his fathers, the 
generation of the just, and peacefully slept in 
Christ Jesus. 

He was a minister about ten years. 

(MSS Letters of Early Friends: Cain's Bloody Race, 1657 : 

J. Bumeat: G. Fox's Journal: Besse's Sufferings: 

Scwel's History : Gough.) 
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Robert Barrow, bom in Lancasliire, became 
in early life a resident in the county of West- 
morelancL He joined the religious Society of 
Friends about the year 1652, and afterward 
married Margaret, the daughter of ChriBtopher 
Bitf brown, a Friend who suffered imprisonment 
in his old age for his Christian testimony 
against tithes. 

He became a minister of the Gospel in the 
year 1671, and travelled in the exercise of his 
gift, in Great Britain, Ireland, North America, 
and the West India Islands. 

He was one of those who were present at 
the closing scene of the life of his beloTed 
friend George Fox, whose decease took place 
in Ix>ndon, in the year 1690. In his 
interesting narrative of the circumstances at- 
tending it, he remarks, "That the sense of 
the sweetness of the heavenly and harmonious 
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conclusion dear George Fox made, will, he 
believes, never depart from him." 

In 1694, accompanied by Robert War dell 
of Sunderland, who was also a minister, he left 
his native land to pay a visit in gospel love 
to the inhabitants of the Ndrth American 
Colonies, and of the West Indies; a service 
which proved to be the last required at the 
hands of either of these Friends. We are in- 
formed that their engagements in Pennsylvania, 
New England, and neighbouring " plantations," 
occupied them until the end of 1695; when 
they proceeded to the Bermudas, Antigua, and 
thence to Jamaica. Here the heat of the 
climate seriously affected the health of Robert 
Wardell, who closed his life and labours in 
peace, in the fourth month, 1696^ two weeks 
after their arrival. 

On the termination of Robert Barrow's reli- 
gious service in Jamaica, he embarked for 
Philadelphia, in company with his friend Jona- 
than Dickinson and his family, and other 
passengers. But after being nearly a month 
upon their voyage, they suffered shipwreck in 
the gulph of Florida; and though they escap- 
ed the raging sea, yet several of the party 
died of hunger, cold, and fatigue, in the 
course of their long and perilous journey 
through the wilderness. When, at length > 
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Robert Barrow, with Jonathan Dickinson and 
his family, reached Philadelphia, six months 
after the shipwreck, the hardships he had 
undergone had so impaired his strength, that 
it was found impracticable to remove hinx 
on shore on the evening of his arrival. To 
several Friends who went on board ship to 
offer their assistance, he expressed his great 
satisfaction in being permitted once more to 
meet them ; gratefully acknowledging the good- 
ness of the Lord, whose presence and sweet 
consolations had attended him through all his 
exercises. 

The next day he was conveyed to the house 
of Samuel Carpenter, where many Friends 
visited him; to whom he said: "Although my 
body be weak, my mind is sound, and my 
memory good. The Lord hath been very good 
to me all along to this very day, and this 
morning He hath sweetly refreshed me. The 
Lord hath answered my desire that I might 
come to this place to lay my bones among 
you." Afterward, he observed : " It is a good 
thing to have a conscience void of offence both 
toward God and toward man." 

On the fourth of fourth month, 1697, three 
days after his arrival, he requested a Friend to 
write to his beloved wife, in England, and to 
let her know that the peace and presence of the 
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Lord attended him in his last hours. It was 
the first day of the week, and several Friends 
were present in his chamber, when he said: 
*^ The Lord is with me, and all is well ; I 
have nothing to do but to die." His death 
took place the same day ; and there is no room 
to doubt that an admission into one of the 
heavenly mansions was granted him, through 
the mercy of that Redeemer whom he loved, 
and in whose Gospel's service he had laboured 
during a period of twenty-six years. 

(Jonathan Dickinson's Captivity: Besse's Sufferings: Lettci-s 
of Early Friends: Jaffray: &c.) 



ELIZABETH COWPERTHWAITE. 



Elizabeth, the wife of Hugh Cowperthwaite, 
who then resided in the north of England, but 
afterward emigrated to Long Island, North 
America, was convinced of the truth, as pro- 
fessed by Friends, about the year 1652, and 
became a minister of the Gospel. She exer- 
cised her gift in plainness and sincerity, having 
true judgment given her, when to speak, when 

R 
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to be silent^ and how to divide between the 
precious and the vile. She was also very 
earnest that the young persons of the succeeding 
generation^ should not only be educated in the 
christian principles of Friends, but that they 
should experimentally know them to be the 
truth, by themselves growing up in the life 
of Truth. 

For several months before her death she 
was subject to frequent attacks of illness, which 
she endured with contentment and much 
patience. She often expressed her sense of the 
love of God, saying : ^^ I feel His heavenly 
presence;" and was concerned to encourage 
Friends to be faithful in the Lord's work and 
service, to warn them against the spirit of 
separation, and to show them that that which 
leads out of the heavenly unity, is a false spirit 
which is not of the Father. 

She advised against indulgence in superfluity, 
and pointed out its evil consequences; and, 
exhorting all to faithfulness, said : ^^ There is 
nothing like it." 

She died on the fifteenth of the tenth month, 
1697. 

(Piety Promoted.) 



THOMAS TAYLOR, 



OF SKIPTOK, TOEKSHIRE. 



Thomas Taylor was born about the year 1616. 
In early life he was awakened to a sense of his 
sinful condition by nature, accompanied with 
earnest desires after a state of holiness, in which 
he might find acceptance with the Lord ; and for 
a long period he passed through great exercise 
of mind, often dreading that he should miss of 
eternal salvation. Yet, through the mercy of 
God, he was preserved in His holy fear, by 
which he was kept in integrity and simplicity; 
until, in His own good time, the Lord was 
pleased to open to him a door of hope, and to 
give him to believe that he should yet see that 
blessed day of His heavenly and powerful ap- 
pearance, the manifestation of which, to his 
soul, was the object of his continual prayer. 
He finished his studies at the University 
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of Oxford. He was afterward preferred to a 
benefice at Bichmond^ Yorkshire ; and it was at 
that period, he tells us, he began to perceive 
that some of the practices^ in the observance of 
which he had been educated^ were without 
authority from the Holy Scriptures, especially 
that of infant baptism. On this subject he was 
engaged in controversy, in the year 1650, in 
consequence of his religious scruples to bring 
his children to the "font." 

In the year 1652^ Thomas Taylor, desirous 
to have an interview with George Fox, went to 
Swarthmore where he then was ; and his noind 
being open to conviction, he gladly received 
George Fox's testimony, under which, light 
broke in upon his understanding, and his heart 
became contrite before the living God. " The 
next day," George Fox remarks, "we had a 
meeting at Ulverstone; and Thomas Taylor 
sitting still, a tender spring of life sprang up 
in him, and he spoke to the people, showing 
where they had been, and how they must turn 
to the Lord Jesus Christ." 

At this interesting period of Thomas Taylor's 
life, the prayer of his soul to the Lord was, 
that He would be pleased to judge and to con- 
demn for ever all that was contrary to the 
word of His pure power. And the Lord heard 
his cry, which by His grace He had Himself 
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raised within him; and through His mercy he 
experienced victory and deliverance. 

But now, having freely received of Christ 
Jesus, he was concerned to preach Him freely, 
and forsook his benefice, not considting with 
flesh and blood, but trusting in the Lord that 
He would provide. He became a faithful 
labourer: and manv were his witnesses how 
zealously he served his blessed Master, and 
how truly he cared for the flock, even as one 
wholly given up to spend and be spent in the 
work committed to him. 

In the exercise of his gift as a minister, 
Thomas Taylor travelled through various dis- 
tricts of England. 

While thus engaged, in the year 1657, he 
was committed to Appleby jail, where he under- 
went an imprisonment of nearly two years' 
duration. 

In 1660, he was imprisoned both in Lancas- 
ter and York castles; and in 1661, was arrested 
in a religious meeting at Eyam, Derbyshire, 
with other Friends, and subjected to gross 
personal abuse from the soldiery; who, accom- 
panied by a constable, rudely dragged them out 
of the house, and obtained their committal to 
Derby jail, because they refused to give security 
for their " good behaviour." 

In the following year Thomas Taylor wa§ 

R 1 



186 THOMAS TAYLOR. 

imprisoned at Stafford^ for declining to swear ; 
and, at the assize, was sentenced to premunire. 
In one of his epistles to Friends, dated, 
*^ From the place of my confinement for the 
testimony of Jesus, in the seventh month, 
1664," he says: *^ Seeing God hath so 
graciously performed His promises to us, in 
bringing up our souls from death, and our life 
from the devouring sword, and hath unloosed 
our tongues to speak of His wonders in the 
great congregation, shall we not speak good of 
the name of our God, the ever-living God, in 
comparison of whom the whole world, with its 
idols, gods, and lords, is nothing? We may 
not be hindered by the Adversary from breath- 
ing forth our pure life, given to us of God, 
in a continual mention of His holiness; for if 
we should be silent, the very stones would 
cry out. Now is the Lord Jesus risen indeed, 
and ascended above all heavens, principalities, 
and powers, and come again to our spirits 
according to His blessed promise; that of His 
fulness we might all abundantly partake, caus- 
ing our cup to overflow with heavenly consola- 
tions, to the watering of every tender, holy 
plant, in Israel. For as the dew to the tender 
herbs, so is Thy blessing, O Immanuel, to the 
garden of Thy own planting, to Thy beloved 
plants that wait for Thee, among whom the 
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pouring forth of Thy Name is as sweet oint- 
ment. Blessed are all that wait for Thee, who 
hast enclosed Thy people in the arms of Thy 
own Almightiness, and in Thy blessed kingdom 
filled those who hungered after Thee. Even 
so. Father of Life, be it for evermore to Thy 
Qwn glory, who alone art worthy ! " 

Tliough this imprisonment lasted many years, 
yet a little liberty was sometimes permitted 
him to reside with his family, at lodgings his 
wife had provided in the town: "and so," he 
gratefully remarks, "we are made content; and 
all is good in the good will of God." 

In the eighth year of his captivity, we 
behold him still sweetly sustained amid his 
trials. He thus addresses his Friends: 

" Dbablt Beloved ik the Lobd ! 

"My very tender affection salutes you, and 
all the dear flock about you, giving you to know of 
my health, in the Fountain of health, where in the 
midst of these bonds and afflictions, (which in com- 
mon with all saints are ordered for us, on earth, for 
the Gospel's sake,) my soul is more than a con- 
querer, praises to our God ! and we may not in the 
least let faU our holy hope and trust, for anything 
that flesh can do against us. But let us keep 
fast in our hearts the living faith of the Lord Jesus ; 
for thereby we may effectually overcome, yea, be 
able also to quench all the fiery darts of the Devil. 
For upon our watch we need to stand in all things. 
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clothed witb tbe whole armour of light, that no 
enemy may come between ns and our God, to 
deprive us of His precious life, or hinder our fellow- 
ship with His Holy Spirit. The living powerful 
presence of His glory, in the face of Jesus Christ, 
be with your spirits, to sanctify, bless, keep, and 
preserve you all, my dear Friends, in body, soul, 
and spirit, pure, spotless, and altogether blameless 
before Him. 

"Tours in the dear fellowship of God's ever-blessed 
Truth, 

« THOMAS TAYLOE." 

He remained in confinement^ at Stafford, 
until the year 1672, when, with many hundreds 
beside, who had been immured in yarioiis 
jails, he was released upon the *^ Declaration of 
Indidgence," made by Charles the Second, after 
an imprisonment of nearly eleven years; during 
which he suffered much at the hands of cruel 
jailers, and was often greatly burdened in 
spirit by the wickedness and profanity of the 
felons and murderers, among whom it was his 
hard lot so long to dwell. 

He continued faithful in the Lord's work, 
and though he was afterward again an inmate 
of Stafford jail, yet on his liberation, in 1679, 
he resumed his labours in the ministry, until it 
pleased his blessed Master to say, '' It is 
enough," and to call him to his rest. At 
that solemn hour, in quiet confidence in his 
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Redeemer's faithfulness^ he could say to those 
who stood around : " I am going to my 
Father, and to your Father; to my God and 
your God." 

George Fox testifies of him; that **he turned 
many to the Lord Jesus Christ, so that they 
became hearers and followers of Him that 
speaketh from heaven. And when he had 
fulfilled his ministry and finished his course, he 
laid down his head in peace, and died in the 
Lord." 

Thomas Taylor's decease took place at Staf- 
ford, on the eighteenth of third month, 1681. 
He was about sixty-five years of age ; a min- 
ister about twenty-nine years. 

(T. Taylor's Work's: G. Fox's Journal: Gough : 
Besse*s Sufiferings: &c.) 



V 



CHRISTOPHER TAYLOR, 



OF OTL£T, T0BK9HIRE: AFTEBWABD OF PHILADSLPIIIA. 



Christopher Taylor was the brother of 
Thomas Taylor, the subject of the precedmg 
memoir, and is supposed to have been bom 
near Skipton. He received a classical education 
intended to fit him for the priestly office; but 
afterward became a religious teacher among 
the Puritans. While thus employed, he appears 
to have been tried with doubts as to whether 
he had received a true call and qualification 
for the ministry. Meeting with a book by 
Isaac Pennington, in which he quoted the 
Scripture passage, ^' Who is this that darkeneth 
counsel by words without knowledge,"* he 
was deeply afiTected by the weighty remarks 
made upon it, and clearly perceived that no 
man can ever be a minister of Christ, except the 

* Job xxxviii. 2. 
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great work of regeneration be first wrought 
on his own heart. He saw that the ministry 
of the Gospel was a spiritual ministry, declared 
in the motion and evidence of the Spirit; 
otherwise, it would be but darkening of counsel 
by words without knowledge. ^^This," he 
says, ^'was my condition, with many others at 
that time, because we spent many precious 
openings upon our own wills, and the wills 
and lusts of others." 

In 1652, Christopher Taylor, became a min- 
ister among Friends, travelling up and down, 
and preaching the Gospel freely, and calling 
the people to Christ. 

In 1654, he was imprisoned for his testimony 
at Appleby, Westmoreland ; where he continued 
for nearly two years, subjected to inhuman 
usage. 

In 1661, we find him committed to Aylesbury 
jail, having been arrested in a religious meeting 
held in the house of Anne Thurston, of White 
Church, Bucks. 

Some time after his liberation, he appears to 
have changed his place of abode to Waltham 
Abbey, Essex, where he superintended a board- 
ing school for Friends' children of both sexes, 
which deservedly obtained a high reputation 
in the Society. His instructions and influence, 
combined with those of his wife and assistants, 



192 CHRISTOPHER TATLOR. 

were eminently blessed to the young persons 
under their care. In the narrative published 
by Christopher Taylor, in 1679, entitled "A 
testimony to the Lord's power and blessed ap- 
pearance among children," he gives an account 
of an extraordinary visitation of heavenly love 
to the pupils in the school, from which the 
following, addressed to his brother, is extracted. 
He says : 

" Sitting, toward evening, with the family and 
children, in all about fifty, the Lord's sweet, 
tender, heart-breaking power, was with us in 
a shower of love, mercy, and gentleness, which 
caused abundance of tears and great gladness, 
like to the love of a most tender father, in 
forgiveness and submission, especially to such 
who had been most stubborn; and the mild 
and gentle were under the sense of the same 
power, in pure love and sweet tenderness. The 
whole meeting was, I may tiuly say, so filled 
with divine comfort, that the heavenly flame 
drowned all sorrow at that time, and conquered 
all sense of terror and judgment, nothing but 
love and mercy appearing and overcoming all, 
that it was wonderfol to behold the great 
gravity and sense of the children in the exercise. 
And now I may say, that there is not one, 
who hath been of the worst temper and dis- 

"^tion, but in pleading with them about' their 
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condition^ hath been broken into a sensible 
acknowledgment with weeping eyes, so far 
hath the blessed power of the living God ap- 
peared in this place; a day much longed for, 
glory to the Lord for ever: and certainly the 
living God will bestow more of His blessings 
upon us, by still pouring forth of His heavenly 
Spirit and of His glory, as we are tender 
before Him. 

" So, dear brother, admire with us the excel- 
lency of God's pure love, and pray with us that 
we may all be kept in the sweet and humble 
acknowledgment of His most tender mercies. O 
that we may never give the least occasion, 
whereby the Lord may withdraw the sense of 
such great love and mercy from us. If I could 
tell thee, I would, how full of sweet melody 
my soul is at present, from the sense of His 
pure goodness, and how full of joy and glad- 
ness and heavenly praises. O feel what my 
soul can admire, but what my tongue is unable 
to utter." 

In 1675, Christopher Taylor paid a religious 
visit to the Colony of New England. 

About the year 1G79, he removed to Ed- 
monton, Middlesex, where he continued to 
conduct his school, for two or three years. He 
resigned that employment about the year 1682, 
and, emigrating to Pennsylvania, was one of the 
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earliest settlers in that province, and became 
a member of William Penn's Council. 

He died in 1686, in unity with his brethren. 
His friend William Yardley says, respecting 
Christopher Taylor, that "he was one of the 
Lord's worthies, strong and steadfast in the 
faith, very zealous for the truth, and careful 
for the church ; in a word he was a Jen' inward^ 
whose praise is not of men but of God." 

4 

(\ Tentimony to the Lord*» Power, &c., 1679: G. Fox'n 

Journal : Besse^o Sufferings : Whiting : Gough : Penn- 

MTlvania Memorials : Testimony prefixed to Isaac 

Pennington's Works.) 



THOMAS STUBBS, 



OF CALSTOy, CUMIJERLAM). 



Thomah Stubbs was among the first in the 
county of Cumberland who adopted the prin- 
ciples of Friends. A soldier in his early life, 
he now perceived the inconsistency of war with 
Christianity, laid down the carnal sword, and 
became a preacher of the Gospel of Christ. 
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In company with Francis Howgil, in the 
year 1653, he held a meeting for worship in 
the house of William Bond, at Scotby, who 
received their message with openness. While 
thus met together, they were greatly disturbed 
by the mob, so that many dreaded lest the 
house shoidd be pulled down. Yet they were 
preserved in much quietness, and on that 
occasion several persons were convinced, who 
afterward continued faithfully to uphold the 
religious principles they had adopted. 

In 1654, Thomas Stubbs, and Peter and John 
Head, were committed to Carlisle jail for their 
testimony, where they were frequently beaten 
by the keeper; yet Thomas Stubbs remarks: 
"We submit to God, who is the Lawgiver; and, 
waiting in His will, we know we shall be 
delivered in the appointed time." 

Released from his prison in Cumberland, at 
the close of the year 1655 we find him again 
committed to jail for exhorting the inhabitants 
of Daventry to repentance and amendment of 
life. Enquiring of the magistrate, by what 
law he proceeded, Thomas Stubbs received for 
answer, "By the law that saith all Quakers 
must go to prison." At the end of three 
months he was sent out of the county; but 
returning to hold a religious meeting at 
Isham, Noi^thamptonshire, was imprisoned in 
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Bridewell, where he underwent niuch cruel 
treatment, was whipped, and was not permitted 
to purchase for himself the ordinary necessaries 
of life. 

In 1656, he was seized by a party of soldiers, 
while engaged in preaching in the open air at 
Hardingstone, and, along with John Crook and 
John Samm, conveyed to Northampton jail. 
The keeper opening the door for them to enter, 
the Friends enquired, whether he had any 
mittimus ? They received the answer, " If you 
will come in, I will receive you." But they 
refused, and said, "We shall not commit our- 
selves:" upon which the soldiers, under the 
orders of their officer, put them in by force. 
Here they were confined in the lower jail 
among the worst characters; and so strictly 
debarred any alleviation of their unmerited 
sufferings, that neither their wives nor children 
were permitted to visit them. 

The further notices of the services of this 
Friend, in the promotion of the cause of truth, 
which have been preserved, are but few. This 
is the case with respect to many diligent 
labourers in the Gospel, in the early times of 
the Society of Friends ; who, though the effect 
of their faithfulness shall remain on earth, yet 
have their chiefest record upon high, and are 
entered into the joy of their Lord. 
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Thomas Stubbs died in Cumberland, in the 
year 1673. 

(A Call into the Way to the Kingdom, 1656: "The 
Friend:" Besse's Sufferings: Gongh: &c.) 



JAMES LANCASTER, 



OF THE ISLE OF WALNET, LANCASHIRE. 



James Lancaster was convinced by George 
Fox, in 1652. 

Having received a gift in the ministry, he 
united with George Fox and Robert Widders, 
in religious service in Cumberland, in 1653; 
and in 1654, travelled in the north of Ireland, 
accompanied by Miles Halhead and Miles 
Bateman; their visit being the first made by 
any ministers of the Society of Friends to that 
country. 

A few months after his return, we find him 
imprisoned at Norwich, for preaching in the 
market-place; a confinement rendered hard by 
the severity of the jailer, who compelled him 

s 1 
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to lie upou the floor for two months in the 
depth of winter, with scarcely any covering. 

When not immured in jail, he continued to 
labour in the service of the Gospel, both in 
England and Ireland; and in 1657, he is 
mentioned by George Fox, as being with him 
at Johnstones, in Scotland, when the governor 
sent a company of foot, and banished them the 
place. He says : *' As they guarded us through 
the town, James Lancaster was moved to sing 
with a melodious sound in the power of God, 
and I to proclaim the day of the Lord, and 
preach the everlasting Gospel. For the people 
generally came forth, so that the streets were 
filled with them; and the soldiers were so 
ashamed, that they said Hhey would have 
rather gone to Jamaica,* than have guarded 
us so.' " 

He accompanied George Fox into Ireland in 
1669, and in 1671 embarked with him, and 
many other ministers, for the West Indies 
and the North American Colonies. In the 
course of this service, he laboured for a 
lengthened period in New England, but was 
eventually imprisoned by the authorities, and 
banished. 

His visit to the American Continent terminated 

* It was customary to transport convicts to Jamaica, and 
other of " the King's plantations." 
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in 1673, when he returned home with George 
Fox and Robert Widders, in the possession 
of that peace, which (he observes,) the Lord, 
the keeper and preserver of His people, giveth 
to those who obey him. 

He again laboured in Ireland in 1694, in 
company with John Banks. They travelled 
together over a considerable part of the nation, 
and were refreshed and comforted in meeting 
with many faithful Friends, zealous for the 
truth. 

This is the last notice we find respecting 
James Lancaster. No account of his close 
appears to have been preserved; yet we cannot 
doubt that he finished his course, and the 
ministry he had received of the Lord Jesus, 
in faithfulness. 

(Letters of Early Friends : MSS Letters : G. Fox's Journal : 

Besse*s Sufferings : Whiting's Memoirs : G. Whitehead's 

Life: Sewel's History: Rutty's History: New England 

Judged : John Banks' Journal.) 



ALICE CURWEN, 



0¥ BKCKCLIFFE, LANCASniBE. 



Alice, the wife of Thomas Curwen, was bom 
about the year 1620, and, with her husband, 
appears to have been convinced under George 
Fox's ministry, in 1652, nearly eleven years 
after her marriage. 

Previous to thus adopting the principles of 
Friends, she had been a strict religious pro- 
fessor ; but she now perceived that as in simple 
faith she followed the gentle leadings of the 
Spirit of Grace, she was brought into a closer 
walk with God, and fellowship with His Son. 
The prayer of her heart was, " Lord, let me 
enjoy Thy presence, and I desire no more ! " 
So she proceeded from strength to strength, 
from grace to grace ; until her affections, 
weaned from the fading pleasures of the 
world, were centered in the enduring joys of 
heaven. Then the Lord Jesus called her into 
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His service, as a preacher of His Gospd; in 
which she became an earnest labourer, zealous 
for the Lord's honour, whose supporting power 
and presence raised her above the fear of man. 

In the year 1660, the mind of Alice Curwen 
was deeply affected, on hearing of the Christian 
fortitude with which Friends in New England, 
were enabled to endure their rigorous persecu- 
tions for conscience sake. Their cruel scourg- 
ings, mutilations, and public, execution upon the 
gallows, awakend her very tender sympathy; 
and an impression rested upon her mind that 
the time woidd eventually arrive, when she too 
would be required to bear her testimony in 
New England, in favour of the right of all 
to liberty of conscience. At this period, how- 
ever, her husband was immured in jail for his 
refusal to pay tithes,* and her children still very 
young, required the watchful care of a parent. 
In these circumstances her faith was readv to 
fail, under the prospect that opened before 
her ; yet, she was enabled to say, amid her 
conflict: "Thy blessed will, O Lord, be done!" 

* His persecutors, not satisfied with sweeping away his 
cattle and ioim produce, to a large amount, procured his 
imprisonment for eleven years: yet, he tells us, that he 
determined " to stand as a faithful witness against this 
yoke, and while he remained in this earthly tahemacle, to 
continue the warfare in this cause, and to contend for the 
faith once delivered to the saints.'' 
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Many years elapsed^ her husband was released 
from jail, and her children grown up, when, in 
1676, with the unity of Friends, Alice Curwen, 
accompanied by her husband, sailed for the 
North American Continent. 

They landed on Rhode Island, after a voyage 
of more than three months, and after a short stay 
in that colony, proceeded overland to Boston. 

In New England they were engaged, for some 
time after their arrival, in holding religions 
meetings with the people, at that time collected 
in numerous bodies, for their better protection 
from the Indians, who were carrying terror 
and devastation, through this and the neighbonr- 
ing province of Rhode Island. They remark : 
*^ Both Friends and others received our testi- 
mony gladly, for it was a needful time; the 
power of the Lord Was our support, for whieh 
we cannot but bless His Name while we have 
a being." 

Returning to Boston, they were committed to 
jail, by virtue of a law then first promidgated, 
" That every person found at a Quaker's Meet- 
ing should be committed to the House of Cor- 
rection, and there be kept to hard labour, on 
bread and water, for three days, &c." Alice 
Curwen was upon her knees, about to engage 
in prayer, when the officers entered the meetings 
and dragged her (with her husband,) to jail. 
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But here, though confined by bolts and bars, 
they had good service for their Lord ; for 
many of the inhabitants of Boston visited them 
in prison, and some weie convinced by their 
ministry. On the third day after their commit^ 
ment, they were brought to the whipping-post 
and publicly scourged as transgressors : while, 
in the midst of their punishment, they were 
constrained to declare the Lord's love and to 
magnify His name. They were shortly after- 
ward discharged. 

They hel^ one other meeting in Boston, 
without disturbance, and then found themselves 
released from further service in that city. 
TTiey therefore proceeded to visit the various 
settlements of Friends on other parts of the 
American Continent ; and afterward took pas- 
sage for Barbadoes, where their labours were 
blessed both to the white and coloured popula- 
tion. 

During their stay at Barbadoes, they address- 
ed an affectionate epistle to Friends, in which 
they strive to stir up the pure mind, and to 
raise up in them that love of God, " which," 
they say, "makes us to cry many a time in 
the secret of our hearts, both in and out of 
meetings, *JHow great is Thy loving-kindness, 
O Lord ! Oh that the world knew it ! ' " 

Their service concluded, they embarked for 
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London, where they arrived in safety, in the 
summer of 1677. 

After visiting Friends in the metropolis, they 
were engaged in extensive service in the 
southern and eastern counties of England. 
From Huntingdon, Alice Curwen thus writes to 
Friends of Swarthmore, where she had been 
nurtured in the truth : " I cannot but ease my 
spirit a little, at this time, being marvellously 
favoured with the power of the Lord. O what 
shall I say of the new song which God hath 
put into our mouths ! I woidd be glad to sit 
down with you once more, that we might sing 
together of the mercies of the Lord, and of 
His pure judgments, in this our day. But I 
do not see my service over, that 1 may come 
to my place of abode: for I can truly say that 
I have not taken up another [rest;] I am as a 
weaned child; and the desire of my heart to 
God is that the few days I have to spend, may 
be spent in His blessed Truth, which is more 
to me than all the world." 

It is doubtful if her wish to revisit her 
home and friends was ever realized. She was 
attacked, when in London, with the illness 
which terminated her life. Being enquired of 
whether she thought she should recover, she 
replied: "I do not know what the Lord has 
for me to do, but I am freely given up to 
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His will, whether it be life or death." After- 
ward she remarked, under a sorrowful sense of 
the unfaithfulness of some under our naine : 
" But the Lord will preserve those who are 
faithful, though they may meet with many 
trials, both inwardly and outwardly." 

Thus laid on her dying bed, she was favour- 
ed to feel her Saviour near to support with 
His heavenly presence ; and her lips frequently 
gave expression to the peace and joy which 
sweetly reigned within. In perfect resignation 
she often said: "The Lord's will be done, 
whether by life or death! To me to live is 
Christ, to die is gain." 

Toward the latter part of the night preced- 
ing her decease she endured great pain, but 
was preserved in patience; yet, under a feeling 
of infirmity she said to Friends around : " Pray 
to the Lord for me, that He may lay no more 
upon me than I am able to bear, that I may 
not offend this good God." Their petition was 
granted; she lay for a time as in a sweet 
slumber; gradually became weaker; and at 
length passed away to her eternal rest. 

She died in London, on the seventh of the 
tenth month, 1679. 

(A Relation of the Labour, Travel, and Suffering of A. C, 
1680: Besse's Sufferings: New England Judged.) 



MILES HALHEAD, 

OF MOUNT JOT, T7NDEBBAEE0W, WESTMOBELAND. 



Miles Halhead appears to have been about 
thirty years of age, at the period of the visit 
of George Fox to Underbarrow, in 1652, when 
his heart was effectually reached by his ministry. 
The hitherto uncomprehended light of the Holy 
Spirit became revealed, as shining amid his 
spiritual darkness, illuming his conscience, plac- 
ing his sins in order before him, and showing 
him his crucified Saviour. The exercise of his 
awakened soul became great. All the day long 
he walked mournfully, and in the night season 
he could find no rest, until it pleased the Lord 
to blot out his transgressions and to remember 
his sins no more. 

Then that Holy Spirit which had convicted 
him of sin, bore witness with his spirit that he 
was beloved of the Lord, who gladdened him 
with His countenance, and filled him with His 
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joy. Then he experienced that same eternal 
word, which had been to him as a two-edged 
sword and a hammer, to become, through 
Divine goodness, sweeter than honey and the 
honey-comb ; and he tells us he " was filled 
with a sense of God's eternal love, of more 
value than all the honour and glory this world 
can give." 

Miles Halhead pursued the occupation of 
husbandry, but soon found himself constrained 
to leave, for a time, his 'outward avocations, 
and to go forth as a public labourer in the 
Lord's harvest. 

In the performance of this service he passed 
through great sufierings. At Skipton, the 
people fell upon him, and left him for dead. 
At Doncaster, likewise, he was thrust out of 
the town, and so maltreated that he was again 
left for dead. 

He was one of the first ministers of the 
Society of Friends who paid a religious visit to 
the north of Ireland, in the year 1654.* 

He suffered a severe imprisonment at Bristol, 
in 1655, being committed to Bridewell, along 
with his friend Thomas Salthouse, under pretext 
of refusing to take the oath of abjuration. 
For many nights they were compelled to lie 

* His companions were James Lancaster and Miles 
Bateman. 
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Thomas Briggs was born about the year 1609. 
He was one who in early life sought the Lord, 
and whose mind appears to have been gradually 
prepared to accept those clear and spiritual 
views of Christian truth which were promulgated 
by George Fox ; on occasion of whose trial at 
Lancaster, in 1652, Thomas Briggs adopted, 
from conviction, the same religious principles; 
and we are told, that day was a day of ^* eternal 
salvation to hundreds of people." 

In the year 1653, he became a minister, 
and travelled through several of the midland 
counties, proclaiming the day of the Lord to 
be at hand, wherein no evil worker shall stand 
before Him who is of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity; "who desireth not the death of a 
sinner, but if he repent and return, will have 
mercy and will abundantly pardon." 
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In the course of this religious journey, Thomas 
Briggs was the means of establishing the meeting 
of Friends at Manchester. 

At Warrington he was abused by the mob, 
who beat his head against a stone, whereby 
some of his hair was torn off by the roots ; when, 
taking it in his hand, he mildly observed: 
** One hair of my head shall not fall without 
my Father's providence." 

In Cheshire also he suffered much injury. 
Felled by a blow from behind him, Thomas 
Briggs recovering himself, turned his face to 
the smiter, who, a second time, struck him 
with violence upon the teeth, so that the blood 
gushed from his m9uth. A short time after- 
ward, the man who thus maltreated him, died 
in extreme distress of mind, exclaiming, "O 
that I had not smitten the Quaker ! " 

In Wales, a constable cried out " Kill him, 
kill him;" inciting the mob to riot; when such 
great stones were hurled at him, that it is 
surprising the desire of the officer was not 
accomplished. Thomas Briggs, however, trusting 
in the Lord's power, tells us that he only 
esteemed them "as a nut or a bean." 

In Herefordshire, the soldiery burst into a 
religious meeting, and presented a ^pistol at his 
breast, while he was publicly engaged in prayer, 
and as he did not regard it, they gagged him, 
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by thrusting a pair of gloves into his mouth, 
and then committed him to jail. 

He thrice travelled in Ireland on religious 
service; and in 1671, accpmpanied George Fox 
and many other ministers, to the West India 
Islands. 

After his return to England, he appears to 
have taken up his abode with his daughters, 
near Nantwich, Cheshire. 

A few months before his death, he thus 
writes to George Fox: 

^*My heart hath often been refreshed and 
made glad, when I have called to remembrance 
the heavenly fellowship we have had together 
in the Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, which can never be forgotten. Blessed 
be the name of the Lord, that hath quickened 
us together; for it was the blessed power 
of the Lord (that quickened my soul when I 
lay in death,) which I believed in, and by 
which I came to live. And I have cause 
for ever to bless the Lord, who sent thee to 
awaken me out of Adam*s grave to hear the 
voice of His own Son: whose voice shook 
terribly the earth, and caused the keepers of 
the house to tremble; and the grave's mouth 
was opened, and the dead came to hear the 
voice of the Son of God and to believe in 
Hinu 
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"This is the power of that endless life 
that healed all sickness and diseases. This 
indeed was that joyful day of the Lord 
God, which is never to be forgotten by me, 
but to be had in everlasting remembrance. 
Praise the Lord O my soul, and all that is 
within me praise His Holy Name : Amen : 
Amen." 

In his own meeting, held on the first-day 
preceding his decease, he was largely engaged 
in testimony, exhorting Friends to faithfulness : 
and on the following fourth-day, was taken 
from this world, where he had known much 
trial and persecution, to partake with the 
redeemed in his Lord's everlasting rest. 

George Fox thus speaks of his departed 
friend. He observes : " He travelled in the 
service and work of God, above thirty years, 
and bore witness both of Christ's sufferings, 
death, resurrection, and ascension, and to the 
pure religion that keeps from the spots of the 
world, and to the worship of God that Christ 
set up in spirit and in truth. He was a man 
of a blameless life and conversation, which 
preached to people as well as his doctrine, 
who turned many from their vain conversation, 
to the Spirit of Grace that brought their 
salvation, and so to serve God in newness of 
life and spirit, and to walk in the new and 
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living way, Christ Jesus, in whom they have 
peace with God. He was a man that went 
through great sufferings and imprisonments and 
afflictions; for I have seen the butchers and 
tanners set their mastiff dogs at him, and the 
Ix)rd chained up the dogs* mouths, that never 
one fastened upon him; but none of these 
things could separate him from the love of 
God which he had in Christ Jesus; who 
esteemed the reward of righteousness in Christ 
Jesus, his crown of life above all afflictions 
and sufferings; who loved the Lord and Jesus 
Christ His Son, and was valiant for His name 
and precious truth upon the earth; who laid 
down his head in peace, and is entered into 
Christ Jesus' everlasting rest." 

Thomas Briggs died in 1685, at the age of 
about seventy-five years; a minister about 
thirty-two years. 

(Account of Thomas Briggs , 1686 : George Fox's Journal : 

George Whitehead: William Edmomlsoii: SeweFs 

Histor}' : Besse's Sufferings.) 



THOMAS CAMM. 



Thomas, the son of John* and Mabel Camm, 
of Camm's Gill, Westmoreland, was bom at 
Camm's Gill, in the year 1641, and was edu- 
cated in the fear of the Lord. When he was 
about eleven years of age, his parents embraced 
the Christian principles of Friends; and their 
counsel and example made a lasting impression 
upon his mind. 

As he grew up, however, his understanding 
became divinely enlightened to perceive, that, 
to make these advantages availing, he must 
know his heart to be regenerated and sanctified 
by the operation of the Lord's Spirit. And 
mercifully visited by that Spirit of Grace, his 
desires became earnest after heaven and heavenly 
things. He took delight in the company of the 
good and serious-minded, and cheerfully bearing 
his daily cross, counted nothing too dear to 
part with, that he might follow Christ. Often 

* See page 158. 
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engaged to retire reverently to wait upon the 
Lord, he thus sought to know His will; and 
as he submitted to the baptism of spirit which 
He appointed, he experienced purification of 
heart, and qualification to declare to the world, 
the mercy and redemption that is to be found 
in and through Christ Jesus. 

His doctrine was not delivered in the enticing 
words of man's wisdom, but in the authority of 
heavenly power. He travelled extensively in 
the work of the ministry, being made instru- 
mental to awaken many, and to direct them 
in the way of righteousness. 

He married Anne, widow of John Audland, 
in 1666. 

He underwent many sufferings for conscience 
sake, being imprisoned at Kendal for three 
years, and afterwards at Appleby for six years. 
Unscrupulous magistrates and informers, also 
made havoc of his goods, but their oppressive 
and illegal acts were born by Thomas Camm 
with patience and fortitude. He shrank not 
from the discharge of duty, because trial and 
suffering were his lot, but nobly maintained 
his ground; rejoicing that he was counted 
worthy, not only to believe in Christ, but also 
to suffer for His name's sake. 

He was well qualified to assist in adminis- 
tering the disipline of the church, being a 
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good example himself, and fervent in his 
endeavours to promote a demeanour among 
Friends answerable to their high profession. 
With a tempered and godly zeal, he patiently, 
yet firmly, withstood that spirit, which in 
his day sought to lay waste the tender care 
of Friends over each other, and to create divi- 
sion in the church. With the meekness of 
wisdom, he sought to encourage the fearful, to 
strengthen the weak, and to comfort the 
mourners. A man of peace himself, he labour- 
ed to promote peace and good-will among his 
fellow-men; and his kind and gentle disposi- 
tion obtained him the respect of the virtuous 
wherever he was known. 

When far advanced in life, and afflicted with 
infirmities consequent upon old age, and the 
sufferings and hardships he had passed through, 
his zeal for the Lord's cause, and his unfeigned 
love for the brethren did not abate, but he 
continued to travel in the work of the Gospel 
through various parts of this nation. 

In the first month, 1708, after his return 
from a religious visit to the counties of York, 
Lancaster, and Westmoreland, he was attacked 
with the return of a disorder to which he had 
been for some years subject, at the residence of 
his son-in-law, John Moore, at Eldworth. The* 
pain being violent he could take but little food, 

V 
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nor could he obtain his natural sleep, the want 
of which rapidly impaired his strength. He 
was, however, favoured with perfect resignation, 
and in the prospect of a glorious immortality 
could rejoicingly feel, that while to him to live 
was Christ, to die was gain. 

The heavenly tranquillity and joy which he 
was permitted to experience, occasioned him at 
times to break forth in praises and thanksgiv- 
ings to the Most High, his heart appearing to 
be filled with melody. On one occasion he 
. remarked : " I have served the Lord in sin- 
cerity, with all my heart, and soul, and 
strength; Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah to 
His name ! " Afterward he said to those pres- 
ent : " Bear me record, that I die in perfect 
unity with the brethren. My love is firm and 
true as ever, in our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Author of our salvation. At another time, being 
asked how he found himself, he replied : 
" Weak of body but strong in the Lord ; in 
Abraham's bosom there is sweet repose." 

Two days before he died, appearing very 
faint, some wine was given him, hoping by 
that means to revive his failing strength. But 
his stomach would not retain it; on which he 
cheerfully said to his son-in-law : " These 
things will not do; but one cup of new wine 
in the heavenly kingdom, with my dear and 
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blessed Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, will 
make up for all." 

He continued in a very calm and sweet frame 
of mind, and gently drawing his last breath, 
his redeemed spirit took its flight to the man- 
sions of eternal rest. 

He died in the third month, 1708 ; aged 
nearly sixty-seven years ; a minister between 
forty and fifty years. 

(Friends* Library, by W. T. Evans: Piety Promoted.) 



ANNE CAMM, 

BY A FOBMEB MABBIAGE, 

ANNE AUDLAND. 



Anne, the daughter of Richard Newby, of 
Kendal, Westmoreland, was born in 1627. 
Her parents gave her (for that period,) a good 
education, and endeavoured to imbue her mind 
with the love of virtue and piety. In her 
thirteenth year, she went to reside with an 
aunt, in London; where she remained until 
about nineteen years of age. And, having been 
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favoured firom early youth with the precious 
viBitations of the love of God to her soul, 
during her sojourn in London, she sought 
acquaintance with religious persons, and con- 
nected herself with the Puritans, from an 
apprehension that they were the most pious 
and consistent among the professors of religion 
who had come under her observation. 

At this time she was passing through many 
exercises of mind; which continued after her 
return to Kendal. But being desirous to 
find a more excellent way, she there joined 
herself to a company of sincere seekers after 
truth, who often met together for Divine wor- 
ship, sometimes sitting in sUence, at others 
holding religious conference, and frequently 
engaging in prayer. To these meetings John 
Audland occasionally came, though he lived 
at a considerable distance, actuated by a 
desire to partake of that spiritual food, which 
the Lord in His goodness at times was pleased 
to dispense among them. Thus Anne Newby 
and John Audland became acquainted, and 
they were married about the year 1650. 

In 1652 they attended the memorable meet- 
ing held by George Fox, at Firbank Chapel, 
where his powerful ministry was blessed to 
their convincement, and both joined the Society 
of Friends. 
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In 1663 Anne Audland became a minister, 
and co-labourer with her husband, in the 
work of the Gospel. She travelled exten- 
sively in the service of truth, and passed 
through many sufferings for her faithfulness to 
Christ. 

While on a religious visit to some of the 
midland counties, in 1654, Anne Audland was 
the means of establishing the meeting of Friends, 
at Banbury, as well as several others in the 
neighbouring counties ; and the success which 
attended her labours so provoked the enemies 
of truth, that they threatened she should be 
burned. They obtained her illegal committal 
to Banbury jail, where she was thrust into a 
filthy dungeon, several steps below the ground; 
on one side of which ran the common sewer, 
emitting a horrible stench, and giving admission 
to frogs and vermin, which infested her apart- 
ment. There was no place for a fire, nor any 
means to dry up the noxious vapours which 
exhaled from its fetid contents. 

Jane Waugh, who was also a minister, came 
many miles to visit her imprisoned friend, but 
was rewarded for her christian act, by a com- 
pulsory participation in her sufferings. Cruel, 
however, as were the deprivations and discom- 
fort they had to endure, there was peace and 
joy within. Conscious they were suffering for 
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the cause of that blessed Saviour who suf- 
fered so much for diem, and supported by 
His presence, they passed the days of their 
imprisonment with cheerful content; until, at 
the expiration of eight months, and about 
a year and a half after her first commitment, 
Anne Audland was discharged. She was also 
the means of obtaining the liberation of her 
friend, Anne Waugh, and they afterward became 
frequent companions in gospel labour. 

Having, in 1663, been deprived by death of 
her beloved husband, after remaining a widow 
between two and three years, she was imited 
in marriage, in 1666, to Thomas, son of John 
Camm, the intimate friend, and companion in 
the work of the ministry, of her former husband. 
This union endured in much harmony and love, 
for upwards of forty years. 

Anne Camm continued, during this lengthened 
period, to labour diligently in the service to 
which she was called of the Lord. In this 
work she was a true helpmate to her valuable 
husband, as well as in the ordinary duties 
of life : and when near the close of her 
days, she was brought low with sickness and 
pain, that noble fortitude with which she sup- 
ported the trials and exercises she had passed 
through, shone conspicuously, as, with cheerful 
resignation, she thus addressed her husband. 
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who mourned the prospect of separation from 
his beloved companion. She said : " My 
dear, if it be the good pleasure of the Lord, 
who joined us together, and has blessed us 
hitherto, now to separate us, I entreat thee 
to be content, and give me up freely to the 
Lord; for thou knowest we must part; and 
if I go first, it is only what I have desired 
of the Lord many a time. I believe the 
consideration of the desolate condition I should 
be left in, if I survived thee, will induce thee 
more freely to commit me to the Lord, whose 
I am, and whom I have loved, feared, and 
served, with an upright heart, all my days; 
His unspeakable peace I now enjoy, and His 
saving health is my portion for ever. I pray 
thee be content with what the Lord pleases ; 
whether it be life or death. His holy will be 
done. Let us leave aU to the Lord, and, how- 
ever it be, all will be well. I have loved 
thee with my soul, and God has blessed us, 
and He will bless thee, and be with thee, and 
make up all thy losses. Death is gain to me, 
though it be thy loss ; and I hope for the sake 
of my gain thou wilt bear thy loss with 
patience. I bless the Lord I am prepared for 
my change. I am full of assurance of eternal 
salvation, and of receiving a crown of glory 
through my dear Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
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Christ. If God now pleases to finish my course, 
and take me out of this earthly tabernacle, I am 
well content. I am clear, and have discharged 
myself in the sight of God to all Friends ; 
except that it has of late been upon my 
mind to send a farewell epistle to Friends in 
the south." 

The substance of what she wished to com- 
mimicate to them was, her dear love to them, 
with tender advice to keep in the simplicity of 
truth, out of all heights and exaltation, under 
the power of the cross of Christ, which would 
crucify them more and. more to the world, and 
baptize them into Christ. Thus they would put 
on Christ Jesus, the new and heavenly man, in 
whom they would become new creatures, pre- 
pared to serve God in the Spirit, and to enjoy 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace 
and love ; which the god of this world is 
labouring to break. " I have," she said, " seen 
him at work to make a breach and separation 
among Friends; and if he prevail, it will be 
under specious pretences, of a more angelic 
appearance than at any time before; which will 
deceive those who live above the cross and 
true self-denial ; and I would warn all to stand 
their groimd in the power of God, which only 
can bruise Satan, and preserve out of his 
snares." 
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When she appeared to be very weak and 
low, she said to the Friends who were present: 
** I have my understanding clear. I have no 
disturbance of mind. It were sad indeed to lie 
under affliction of body and of mind also; to 
feel the pinching pangs of body even to death, 
and to want peace with God. O! that would 
be intolerable. O! let my soul praise the 
Lord for His peace and plenteous redemp- 
tion." 

Again, she observed : "I have full assurance 
of a house and dwelling, of which God is the 
maker, that will never wax old nor be dissolved. 
O! my soul, bless thou the Lord, and be glad 
in His salvation for evermore." 

About two days before her decease, she thus 
addressed her husband : " My dear, thou hast 
spent much time and strength in serving the 
cause of truth ; thy reward with God is sure. 
I never grudged thy absence in that good 
service; and if now be the time of our parting, 
as I think it will, I desire thee to free thyself 
from the things of the world, as much as may 
be, that thou mayest with the more freedom 
pursue thy honourable service for Truth, to 
the end of thy days. ^ I trust the Lord will 
give thee strength to travel again ; and warn 
all, but especially the rich, to keep low, and 
not to be high-minded ; for humility and 
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holiness are the badge of our profession. God 
Almighty keep us all low and humble ; it is a 
safe and blessed state. One thing I beg of 
thee, give me up freely to the Lord. The 
Lord joined us and gave us to each other; let 
us bless His name if He now take us ' from 
each other, as to the outward, for our joining 
in spirit remains for ever." 

On the day of her decease, she expressed, 
with much fervency, her joy and comfort in 
the salvation of God, His peace, and perfect 
redemption. Observing some to weep, she said: 
"Be not concerned for me; all is well; I 
have only death to encounter, and the sting of 
death is wholly taken away; the grave has no 
victory, and my soul is ascending above all 
sorrow and pain." 

Apprehending the approach of death, she 
prayed for help in the last conflict, saying : 
"O, my God! O, my God, Thou hast not 
forsaken me, blessed be Thy name for ever ! 
O, my blessed Lord and Saviour, who suffered 
great pains in Thy holy body upon the cross, 
for me and aU mankind, remember Thy poor 
handmaid, in this my great bodily affliction. 
My trust is in Thee only, my dear Lord ! O 
come, dear Lord Jesus, come quickly, and 
receive my soul." 

Her husband, kneeling by her, prayed that 
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an easy passage might be granted her. And 
their prayers were answered; her breath grad- 
ually became shorter, and she gently fell 
asleep in Jesus. 

She died in the eleventh month, 1705, aged 
seventy-eight years; a minister about fifty-two 
years. 

(Friends' Library, by W. T. Evans: Piety Promoted.) 



THOMAS THOMPSON, 

or SKIPSEA, TOBKSHIEE. 



Thomas Thompson was born about the year 
1631, and while very young, the Lord inclined 
his heart to seek Him. When about eight 
years of age, his mind became deeply im- 
pressed by the Scripture declaration; "Now 
also the axe is laid to the root of the trees; 
therefore every tree which bringeth not forth 
good fruit, is hewn down and cast into the 
fire;" and desires were raised in him, that he 
might be found as a tree bearing good fruit. 
Even at that tender age, the Lord was pleased 
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to enlighten his conscience, to discover to him 
the evil of many practices that were considered 
lawful hy others, and to implant in his heart 
an ahhorence of sin, which tended greatly to 
his preservation. 

He became diligent in attending public 
worship, and was an earnest hearer of those 
preachers who were considered to be the most 
able and conscientious. His parents, at his 
request, willingly furnished him with a Bible ; 
and in perusing the Sacred Volume, his atten- 
tion appears to have been peculiarly arrested, 
and his mind affected, by what he there read 
respecting the immediate communication of the 
Almighty with the Patriarchs of old, accounting 
them happy who were blessed with so near a 
communion with God. 

As he grew toward manhood, he sought to 
acquire information on religious subjects; but 
found, notwithstanding, that mere head know- 
ledge did not enable him to keep his heart so 
near to the Lord as formerly. But he thus 
perceived his spiritual need; and not obtaining 
among those with whom he worshipped, that 
bread of life he hungered after, he ceased to 
associate with them ; and he delighted to be 
alone, his mind drawn into retirement, and 
silently to meditate upon the things of God. 

When he had attained to twenty-one years 
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of. age, Thomas Thompson was Jold by some 
of his acquaintances, that George Fox had 
been in the neighbourhood of Skipsea; and 
they described him as a man reserved in his 
behaviour, not using unnecessary words in con- 
versation, very temperate in eating and drink- 
ing, who especially directed his hearers to 
the Light of Christ revealed in their mind 
and conscience, as that which would guide them 
to God. 

On hearing this relation, he became still more 
inclined to retirement, his mind being turned 
to wait inwardly upon the Lord ; and, thus 
exercised, power was received to take up his 
cross in humility, to deny himself, and to 
despise the shame. 

As he was thus made willing to obey the 
gentle monitions of the Lord's Holy Spirit, 
and to give up those things which were shown 
him to be wrong, he experienced peace : the 
love of God was shed abroad in his heart; 
and his spiritual strength was increased. He 
informs us, that at this period he found it 
required of him to bear his testimony to the 
simplicity of the truth, by speaking a pure 
language, using " thee and thou to one indi- 
vidual ; " but, through weakness, resisting the 
motion of the Spirit of Truth, a veil was brought 
over his heart, and he was drawn into some 
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of those things^ which he had before been 
strengthened to deny. But the Lord discovered 
to him the loss he was sustaining through 
unfaithfulness to the convictions of dutv; and 
earnest desires were again awakened in him, 
more steadfastly to pursue the way to Zion. 

In the summer of 1652, Thomas Thompson 
first heard of a people called *^ Quakers," some 
of whom resided near Malton, Yorkshire. He 
had not, however, an opportunity to converse 
with any of them, though he greatly desired 
it; until learning that William Dewsbury was 
at Fordingham, he travelled thither and was 
directed to the house where he lodged. "On 
entering the room," he observes, " I found 
William Dewsbury writing, and the rest of 
the company were sitting in great silence, 
seeming to be much retired in mind and fixed 
toward God ; their countenances, grave and solid 
withal, preached unto me. After a little time 
William Dewsbury ceased writing ; and many 
of the town's people coming in, he began in 
the power and wisdom of God to declare the 
truth. How was my soul refreshed, and the 
witness for God reached in my heart ! I cannot 
express it. He spoke as one having authority; 
and if all the world said nay, I could have 
given my . testimony that it was the truth of 
God ! " 
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He was twenty-two years of age when he 
thus united himself to Friends ; and about a 
month after his interview with William Dews- 
bury, he found himself constrained to declare 
the glad tidings of the Gospel, and to preach 
repentance to the people. In preparation for this 
engagement, he passed through deep exercise 
of mind, the enemy at times prevailing over 
him, and by leading him into disobedience, 
casting him down so low, as for a time to 
hinder his growth. Yet the Lord had com- 
passion upon him, and renewed the offers of 
His grace; so that he again saw the strength 
of his Redeemer made perfect in his weakness, 
and was enabled to praise His great and glorious 
name in the assemblies of the people. 

He travelled in the work of the ministry 
through almost every county in England, and 
twice visited Scotland in the same service. 

He suffered several imprisonments in York 
castle for the truth's sake ; one of which 
endured for a period of nine years. These 
severe trials he bore with patience ; for he 
tells us, " The Lord fitted and prepared my 
heart in contentedness to give up my all in 
this world for the testimony of His blessed 
truth. And verily I have no cause to repent 
that I willingly gave up to the Lord in that day, 
for He hath been my exceeding great reward." 
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He continued to travel extensively in the 
ministry to advanced age; and he observes: 
" As I gave up to answer the motion of life, 
I still found the Lord with me wherever I 
went; and in His love, my soul was often 
sweetly solaced, though many exercises attended. 
But the Lord is near His afflicted people, as 
He was in ancient days, and the Angel of His 
presence saveth us." 

As the vigour of the outward man decayed, 
the inward man became stronger in the Lord : 
so that when seized with his last sickness, he 
could repose with grounded confidence upon 
his gracious Lord, ''Who," he said, "is my 
portion and the lot of my inheritance for 
ever ! " 

He afterward remarked : " The Ix)rd Jesus 
Christ hath shed His precious blood for us; 
and hath laid down His life, and was made 
sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might 
be made the righteousness of God in Him. 
This is love indeed ! " 

Again he observed : " My heart is filled with 
the love of God. O ! how glorious and excel- 
lent is the appearance of God; the rays of His 
glory fill His tabernacle." Then he sung 
melodiously, " Praises, praises, high praises 
and hallelujahs to the King of Zion." 

Thus filled with the power and love of God, 
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he closed his eyes in perfect peace, in the 
ninth month, 1704. He was in the seventy- 
third year of his age ; a minister about fifty-two 
years. 

(Life and Works of Thomas Thompson, 12mo, 1708.) 



WILLIAM EDMUNDSON. 



William Edmundson was the son of John 
and Grace Edmundson, of Little Musgrove, 
Westmoreland, and was born in the year 1627. 
His parents were religious persons, of whose 
tender care he was early deprived; his mother 
dying when he was four, and his father when 
he was about eight years of age. 

Left under the guardianship of an uncle, who 
used him harshly, and caused the loss of the 
greater part of his patrimony, he passed through 
many difficulties and trials, until he was of an 
age to be bound apprentice to a carpenter at 
York. During his residence in that city, he 
tells us that the Lord began to work in the hearts 
of many ; and that both preachers and hearers 
had great openings respecting the things of 

V 1 
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God. The Lord, he says, began to visit him 
also with His judgments, and He set his sins 
in order before him ; so that he was introduced 
into great exercise respecting the salvation of 
his soul, and into deep considerations upon the 
subject of election and reprobation. At times 
the terror of the Lord would so take hold 
upon him, as to bring him very low; and once 
while at public worship, the abundance of tears 
he shed while bewailing his wretched state, 
attracted the attention of the minister and con- 
gregation : " but," he remarks, *' none did direct 
me aright to the Physician that could heal my 
wounded spirit." 

At this period, William Edmundson being 
ignorant that it was the Grace or good Spirit 
of Christ which thus strove with him seeking 
to draw him from the ways of destruction and 
death, did not profit as he might have done 
by these dispensations. When he arrived at 
manhood, he was induced to enter the Par- 
liamentary Army, where he served until the 
deposition of Charles I. : after which, in the 
year 1660, he was marched with Cromwell's 
army into Scotland. There, he informs us, that 
the Lord did not leave him to himself« but 
^' began afresh" with him. Judgment came 
upon him to condemnation, and he was brought 
earnestly to consider the careless life he lived. 
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and what the end would be if he repented not. 
Yet at times the Lord condescended to touch 
his heart with a sense of His mercies, so as to 
cause the tear of thankfulness to flow. But 
though there were many high religious pro- 
fessors in the army, he says he could not obtain 
true help from any. And sometimes when he 
had been in battle, upon lying down in his 
tent at night, the imminent dangers through 
which he had passed, and the narrow escapes 
he had had for his life that day would arise 
before him, and powerfully impress him with 
the awful thought of what would have become 
of his soul, had he fallen without having 
made his eternal peace with God. Then he 
would resolve to turn to the Lord by re- 
pentance and amendment of life ; but when 
action again presented, his ardour in the 
strife carried everything before it, and he tells 
us he forgot all his serious impressions "in 
vanity." 

In 1651, William Edmundson was with the 
army at the " fight of Worcester." After the 
field was won, he observes : " I was much 
troubled in my mind for my vanity ; for the 
Lord preserved my life still. But I fled from 
judgment, and made merry over God's Witness 
in my conscience which testified against tne." 

Shortly afterward we find him quartered at 
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Chesterfield; where, he says, the common 
discourse was respecting the "Quakers;" and 
though many reviled them, he tells us, the 
more he himself heard of them, the more he 
loved them. 

In 1652, he finally abandoned his military 
life; and in the following year removed with 
his family into Ireland, where one of his 
brothers already resided, and through his per- 
suasion settled at Antrim. Having sold the 
goods he had brought over with him, he 
returned to the north of England to purchase 
more; and there, with two of his relations, 
being present at a meeting for worship held 
by James Naylor, he was, with them, "con- 
vinced of the Lord's blessed truth." " For," 
he remarks, " God's Witness in our hearts, 
answered to the truth of what was spoken; 
and the Lord's former dealings with me came 
fresh into my remembrance. Then I knew it 
was the Lord's hand that had been striving with 
me. My understanding began to be opened, 
and many Scriptures were brought to my remem- 
brance, which I had often read yet understood 
not. But now being turned to a measure of 
the Lord's Spirit manifested in my heart, which 
had reproved me for evil in my ignorance, I 
knew it was the [Spirit of] Truth which led 
into all truth, agreeably to the Holy Scriptures 
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of the Law and Prophets, Christ, and His 
Apostles, and I thought all that heard it de- 
clared must needs own it, it was so plain to 
me. 

Returning to Ireland, when William Ed- 
mundson reached his own door, his brother 
came out to salute him; but the Lord's power 
so seized upon him, that they went together 
into the house, and sitting down in silence, 
his brother received the same blessed truth, 
and joined with it. Yet, William Edmundson 
tells us, that the hand of the Lord continued 
heavy upon him both by day and by night; 
and he had to pass through "a great war and 
conflict between flesh and spirit." His sleep 
departed from him; and in the night, Crying 
and weeping he wished for the day: but when 
the day came, his sorrows remained, and he 
would again wish for the night. In this tried 
state he remained until he met with a major 
in the army, named Bousfield, (at whose house 
in England George Fox had been,) who per- 
suaded him that this was the work of the 
Enemy of his peace, who thus tried to swallow 
him up in over much trouble, and sought to 
bring him to despair. 

This pieasing doctrine, he says, ^^ healed" him 
"without the cross of Christ or self-denial," 
and met his carnal desires. For though he 
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loved the truth, he would have had it together 
with fleshly liberty, pleasure, and worldly 
profit. So by the aid of these arguments, he 
would get from under judgment. But this 
only lasted for a little time : he remarks : " The 
Lord would not leave me so, praised be His 
holy name for ever, whose merciful hand 
preserved nie, and whose power took fresh 
hold of my heart, which bowed me under His 
judgments and opened the eyes of my under- 
standing, plainly showing me, there was that 
alive in me that must be crucified, which 
opposed the will of God." Thus his false rest 
was destroyed; and having now no man to 
trust to, no outward help to lean upon, he 
thenceforth looked to the Lord Jesus Christ 
for counsel, direction, redemption, and preser- 
vation through the many temptations and deep 
aiflictions through which he had to pass. ** I 
was weak," he observes, "but the Lord's 
strength was made perfect in weakness, and 
His Spirit and power increased in me through 
obedience to the cross of Christ wherein I 
was daily exercised. I thereby grew into 
acquaintance with the Lord's work, to make 
me a vessel for His purpose." 

In the spring of 1654, William Edmundson 
removed with his family to Lurgan, where he 
took land for cattle grazing, and opened a 
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shop. Professors of religion, he says, observed 
him narrowly; but he was strengthened so to 
watch over his words and conduct, as to cut 
off occasion from them to speak evil of the 
doctrines he professed. His use of the singular 
number, " thou " and " thee," in addressing a 
single person; his not taking off the hat in 
compliment to any ; his keeping to the price 
asked for his goods without abatement, caused 
him difficulty. All things, he tells us, were 
rough and rugged in the world at the first, 
and the cross of Christ was foolishness, and 
a stumbling block to those among whom he 
dwelt. 

" My exercises," he writes, " and my trials 
both from within and without, were beyond 
what I can express. The Lord's judgments 
clave close to me: I was made to love them, 
and willing to wait upon the Lord in the 
way thereof. Sometimes when the Lord's hand 
would be eased from off me, I would be 
afraid; and my desires were to Him, that 
He would not slacken His hand, but search 
me thoroughly ; for His judgments were become 
sweet to my taste." 

A meeting for worship was now instituted 

« 

at his house. It was held twice in the week, 
and consisted at the first of William Edmundson, 
his wife, and brother; to whom four others 
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were soon afterward united. He says^ " The 
Lord's mercy and goodness were often extended 
to us, to oar comfort and confirmation in the 
appearance of His blessed truth received into 
our hearts." This was the first meeting of 
Friends established in Ireland. 

In the following year, 1655, a Friend, John 
Tiffin, came into Ireland in the work of the 
ministry of the Gospel, and lodged at Wflliam 
Edmundson's house, attending their little meet^ 
ing, and edifying them by his exhortations. 
With him William Edmundson travelled to 
Belfast, and to other places in his own neigh- 
bourhood, and several persons were added to 
the meeting at Lurgan. 

William Edmundson now found himself con- 
strained occasionally to speak a few words in 
their assemblies. Others became convinced of 
the Christian principles of Friends; several 
meetings were established; and there was great 
openness among the people. 

It was at this period that William Edmund- 
son again went into England, and had his first 
interview with George Fox, at Badgley, in 
Leicestershire; where he represented to him 
the condition and prospect of the infant church 
in Ireland, under our name: and whence on 
his return home, George Fox sent by him the 
following epistle to Friends: 
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" FfilENDS, 

"In that which convinced you, wait, that 
you may have that removed you are convinced of 
[as evil] ; and all my dear iBViends, dwell in the 
life, and love, and power, and wisdom of God, in 
unity one with another and with God: and the 
peace and wisdom of God fiU all your hearts, that 
nothing may rule in you but the Life, which stands 
in the Lord God. 

"GEOEGE FOX." 



On his going back to Ireland, he found 
Francis Howgil and Edward Burrough tra- 
velling in the work of the ministry in that 
nation: and though they were expelled the 
country by order of Henry Cromwell, then 
Lord Deputy of Ireland, yet the military guard, 
sent to conduct them to the coast, was liberal 
and kind to them, and permitted them to hold 
religious meetings in the towns where they 
came; so that some were convinced; small 
meetings of Friends were established in various 
places, and in particular that of Dublin was 
gathered through their means. 

William Edmundson now gave up shop- 
keeping, and took a farm in order to set the 
example of bearing a testimony against tithes : 
for hitherto that anti-christian impost had not 
been resisted in Ireland upon Christian grounds. 
** In those days," he remarks, " the world and 

w 
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the things of it, were not near to our hearts; 
but the love of God, His truth, and testimony. 
We did not mind high things, but were glad 
of one another's welfare in the Lord." 

In the discharge of his duty as a minister 
of Christ, William Edmundson was an earnest 
and untiring labourer, and his service in the 
promotion of the cause of his ever blessed 
Lord and Master, was permitted to be for 
the edification, comfort, and lasting benefit of 
many. 

The spirit of persecution had quickly been 
aroused ; now meetings were rapidly multiplied, 
and sufferings likewise; but Friends being 
innocent of evil doing, were careful to maintain 
their Christian principles faithfully, and thereby 
the truth gained ground. In this year, 1655, 
William Edmundson was committed to Cavan 
jail for his testimony ; being thrust into a filthy 
arched dungeon among thieves and robbers; 
the cell having an iron grate, through which 
the air was admitted during the daytime: but 
at night, the door being close shut, the place 
was like an oven; and on one occasion he had 
nearly lost his life from suffocation, being carried 
out for dead. On his liberation he continued 
to travel in the work of the ministry ; in which 
service, he says: "I went through many hard- 
ships and dangers, being often in prison; yet 
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the Lord's powerful arm preserved me, and 
carried me through them all." 

In 1661, after the accession of Charles II. 
to the throne, the persecutions Friends had to 
endure increased in violence.* They were ar- 
rested in traveUing on the highways; their 
meetings were broken up by the mob; and 
men, women, and children, were crowded into 
the common jails, so that the imprisonment of 
Friends was general throughout the nation. 

Through William Edmundson's exertions, 
most of these were afterward liberated. But 
persecution still continued; and in 1665, as 
well as in 1669, he was again instrumental in 
obtaining the enlargement of many. 

In the latter year, 1669, George Fox visited 
Ireland, accompanied by several other ministers 
of the Gospel, and established meetings for the 
transaction of the discipline of the church. 
William Edmundson, observes: "I was much 
eased by it ; for I had a great concern respecting 
it, which had lain heavy upon my spirit for 
several years; and this gave every faithful 
Friend a share in the burden." 

William Edmundson twice visited the con- 
tinent of North America, and the West Indies 
three times, in the work of the Gospel; and 
after his return from the last of these services, 
he continued to travel extensively, when not 
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prevented by sickness^ in his own country and 
in England for a series of years, until the 
close of his long and useful life drew near. 

In 1712, he was seized with his last illness, 
only a few hours after he had finished the 
revision of his Journal and writings ; and having 
settled his outward affairs, could say: "I am 
willing to die, and well satisfied to go out of 
this troublesome world; for my day's work is 
finished." 

A few days afterward he prayed that his 
passage to death might be made easy; and 
added: "Lord Jesus Christ! Thou great Phy- 
sician, look upon me: I had rather die than 
live." 

At another time, being in great suffering, he 
made supplication to the Lord, saying : " Forget 
not Thy wonted mercies, but mitigate these 
pains if it be Thy will ! Stand not at a distance 
in this time of need, I pray Thee; O Lord! 
touch, one touch of Thy finger will cure all." 

To his beloved wife he observed: "I am clear 
of the world, and of the things of it." He 
endured severe pain with patience and resig- 
nation; and evinced by his expressions that 
his love and zeal for the Lord's cause, were not 
abated. 

Thus experimentally knowing the Lord Jesus 
Christ to be both the author and finisher of 
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his faith) William Edmundson departed with 
holy joy for his heavenly inheritance^ in peace 
with God and man. 

He died the thirty-first day of the eighth 
month, 1712; being nearly eighty-five years of 
age ; a minister fifty-seven years. 

(William Edmundson's Journal : Sewers History : Rutty*s 
History of Friends in Ireland : &c.) 



THOMAS FELL, 



OF CHAPBLHOUSE, CUMBEELAND. 



Thomas Fell was convinced of the principles 
of Friends, in the year 1653. He was one of 
the first in the county of Cumberland, who was 
married according to the usages of Friends; 
and his refusal to pay the accustomed " dues " 
to the priest, excited enmity against him, so 
that he was in consequence thrown into prison. 
It was his hard lot, while detained in jail for 
a whole year, to receive the announcement of 
his beloved wife's decease before his liberation. 

w 1 
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He afterward suffered imprisonment for nearly 
ten years, for refusing to pay impropriate tithes 
to the amount of tenpence per annum; which 
he endured with cheerfulness. 

He was a much-esteemed minister of Christ; 
and when restored to liberty he travelled in 
the service of the Gospel both in England and 
Scotland, having precious openings of divine 
and heavenly things. As he advanced in years, 
he grew in gravity, and zeal for the promotion 
of the Lord's work. When disabled from tra- 
velling, by the infirmities of age, he could yet 
pray for the peace of Jerusalem, expressing 
his concern " That Friends might be kept in 
unity, and walk in the fellowship of the Gospel." 
Being told ^'that there was no rent or division 
among them, but that truth prospered," he 
was comforted. In his last moments he ob- 
served : " Truth is as precious ever ; for which 
I have been given up to suffer, labour, and 
travel, both in our own country and in Scot- 
land." 

He died in the Lord Jesus, in 1697, aged 
seventy-three years. 

(Piety Promoted; Besse's Sufferings.) 



JOHN STUBBS. 



John Stubbs was born about the year 1618, 
and received a liberal education. He was not 
only an excellent classical scholar, but possessed 
also an acquaintance with several of the oriental 
languages. 

He was convinced by George Fox of the 
Christian principles of Friends, at a time when 
he was a soldier in the Parliamentary Army and 
in garrison at Carlisle. He afterward became 
a good soldier of the Lamb, and a faithful 
minister of Christ. 

He continued in the army until Cromwell 
was invested with supreme power: when being 
required to take the oath of allegiance to him 
and his government, John Stubbs refused to 
swear, and was in consequence discharged. 

Previous to his joining Friends, John Stubbs 
had sought the Lord with earnestness under 
various forms of religious profession, but found 
Him not; until George Fox directed him to 
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that inshining light of Christ's Spirit in his own 
hearty which would both discover his errors, 
lead him out of them, and bring him to know 
the Saviour. And so he experienced it to be. 
In the time of his ignorance he had sought for 
his Beloved in vain; '^but now," he exclaims, 
"I have found Him! Everlasting praises be to 
the Lord that brought me to know this people, 
and to believe in their doctrine, which will 
never change." 

John Stubbs, after quitting the army, kept a 
school at Lancaster ; and in the evenings taught 
the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew languages to 
private pupib. 

Within the period of a year from his con- 
vincement, he appears to have received a gift 
in the ministry; and in 1654 we find him 
labouring in London, with Burrough, Howgil, 
and others. He there met with William Caton, 
(then eighteen years of age,) with whom, early 
in 1655, he travelled into Kent. At Dover 
their arrival being reported to the Mayor, he 
repaired to their inn for the purpose of ex- 
amining them, but was unable to discover 
anything whereby to commit them, or by 
which the law could be put in force against 
them. So great, however, was the interest 
excited respecting their doctrine, that the 
authorities issued an order that none should 
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entertain them under a penalty. They were 
in consequence turned into the streets ; but 
Luke Howard, (whose heart the Lord had 
opened, and who afterward became a minis- 
ter among Friends,) received them into his 
house. Several persons were convinced of the 
principles of Friends at Dover, and others at 
Lydd: among the latter was Samuel Fisher, 
then a highly-esteemed preacher among the 
Baptists, who became a valuable minister among 
Friends. 

As they travelled from town to town, they 
were the means of establishing numerous meet- 
ings of Friends in that district. At Maidstone 
they were imprisoned for their testimony. After 
being searched, and their money and Bible 
taken away, they were stripped to the waist, 
made fast in the stocks by their necks and 
arms, and so cruelly flogged that some of the 
spectators wept at the sight of their sufferings. 
Their arbitrary oppressors thought thus to bend 
them to their will; and placing them in irons, 
with great wooden logs to their feet, they 
ordered them to do the work assigned them 
as prisoners. But they refused to comply; 
and were in consequence kept without food 
for several days, except a little water once in 
the day. In the end they prevailed over their 
persecutors : " Then," William Caton remarks. 
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" we felt free to receive victuals for our money, 
and we eat and were refreshed." 

On the expiration of their term of impri- 
sonment, the two Friends were passed from 
constable to constable, but in opposite directions ; 
until being discharged by the officers, they 
again met in London. 

In the years 1655 and 1656, John Stubbs 
continued to travel in the work of the Gospel; 
labouring not only in his own country, but in 
Scotland, Ireland, and Holland. The latter 
country he visited several times ; and on various 
occasions his travels on the continent of Europe 
were extensive. In 1658, accompanied by 
Samuel Fisher, he spent a considerable time 
at Bome. In that city they had interviews 
with some of the cardinals, and distributed 
books and pamphlets among the monks and 
friars. Some of the latter acknowledged to the 
truth of their doctrines, but were afraid to 
confess them; alledging the hazard they would 
incur of being burned for heresy. John Stubbs 
and his companion appear themselves to have 
been in imminent danger of the Inquisition. 
At Venice they mingled with the merchants 
and Jews on the exchange; and in other ways 
obtained much opportunity for conversation 
on religious topics with persons in that city. 
At Heidelberg, on their return, they were 
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courteously received by the Prince Elector 
Palatine of the Rhine. At the time of their 
interview, he and his nobles were assembled 
for the election of the Emperor. He told them 
they received their visit in love, and that he 
believed they spoke in love to their souls. 
At their departure they received liberty for 
Friends to meet together for religious worship 
in any part of his principality. 

In 1660, George Fox, John Stubbs, and 
Benjamin Furly, published the work entitled 
"The Battledore;" in which they exhibit, in 
about thirty different languages, the rational 
and grammatical distinction between singular 
and plural, and the propriety of the use of the 
singular in addressing an individual. Sewel 
the historian says : " It did so convince people, 
that many afterwards were not nearly so much 
offended at Friends saying ' thou ' and ^ thee ' 
to a single person." 

In the following year, 1661, John Stubbs, 
with Henry Fell for his companion, embarked 
at Leghorn for Alexandria, having a prospect 
of religious service in the east. But on their 
arrival in Egypt, their design was frustrated 
by the English Consul; who, fearing the con- 
sequences of their distributing books and tracts 
among both Franks and Musselmen, procured 
their banishment to Europe. 
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In 1659^ he accompanied George Fox into 
Ireland; and in 1671^ embarking with him and 
many other ministers^ paid a religious visit to 
the West Indies and the continent of North 
America. 

In the latter part of his life he appears to 
hare resided in the county of Durham. 

He did not long survive his Tetum from his 
extensive service in the western hemisphere : 
and though no account of his last moments' 
seems to have been preserved, it is believed 
that he died in the faith and love of Christ, in 
the year 1674; in the fifty-sixth year of his 
age, and the twenty-first of his ministry. 

(George Fox's Journal : Sewel's History : W. Caton's Life : 

New England Judged: Whiting's Memoirs: Besse's 

Suffering's: Letters of Early Friends: &c.) 



JOHN BOWRON, 

OF COTHERSTONE, YOEKSHIRE. 



John Bowron was born at Cotherstone, in the 
year 1627, and was convinced of the truth 
by the ministry of George Fox and James 
Naylor, in 1653. He became an able minister 
of Christ, and boldly spread abroad the glad 
tidings of that free and full salvation to be 
obtained through Him. 

It is probable that in the year 1655, he first 
visited Scotland on a religious account; in 
1656, he travelled in Ireland; on his return 
went a second time into Scotland, having his 
friend "William Stockdale as his companion in 
the work of the ministry, and proceeding 
thence into the Orkneys, at the conclusion of 
his labours there, embarked at Kirkwall for 
the West Indies. 

After extensive service in Barbadoes, John 
Bowron sailed for Surinam, and having obtained 
a competent interpreter, afterward travelled for 
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several hundreds of miles along the coast of 
Guiana. There he saw the aborigines at their 
devotions, beating rude drums of hollowed wood 
and skins, and preached to them the word 
of the true God, who is worshipped by obedi- 
ence of the heart, not by superstitious obser- 
vances. As he proceeded from tribe to tribe, 
the chiefs listened to his testimony with def- 
ference and respect; regarding him, they said, 
as '^a good man come from far to preach the 
white man's God." He afterward returned 
to Barbadoes, and making but a short stay, 
embarked again for England, where he was 
favoured to arrive after a long and dangerous 
voyage, during which the passengers and crew, 
who were about sixty in number, suffered so 
severely from the shortness of their provisions 
that several of them died. 

In 1665, he was imprisoned on the "Act 
for Banishment," in Durham jail, and after- 
ward in Richmond house of correction, through 
several months of a severe winter. For holding 
a meeting at Croft, near Darlington, he was 
again committed to Durham jail, besides having 
a horse and two oxen distrained for his fine. 
He was at last released by the Bishop of 
Durham, in his character of Prince of the 
Palatinate. 

John Bowron, until late in life, continued 
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often to travel in the west and south of Eng- 
land, in which services his friend John Long- 
staff was generally his companion and fellow 
labourer. 

His was a green old age : and when at length 
his declining strength warned him that he was 
gently sliding toward the grave, he was found 
with his loins girded and his lamp burning. 
He continued in great sweetness of spirit and 
peace; and a few days before his death, he 
came cheerfully out of his chamber, and, taking 
his grand-children by the hand, said, " Stay with 
me ; go not away ; for I am taking my journey 
to a city. New Jerusalem, that needeth not the 
light of the sun nor the light of the moon, 
for the Lord God and the Lamb is the light 
thereof; " and added, " Zion is a precious habi- 
tation: he that dwelleth within the gates of 
Zion shall never want." Again he remarked: 
" What can be expected ? I have seen the won- 
ders of God both by sea and land; and the sea 
saw the wonders of God and fled, and Jordan 
was driven back ! " 

He died at Cotherstone, in his own house in 
which he was born, upon the fifth of the eighth 
month, 1704 : aged seventy-seven years ; a 
minister fifty-one years. 

(Piety Promoted; American Friend.) 
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